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THE BRITISH EAST INDIA COMPANY 


"History never told 
Of monarch-merchants, heroes wandering far, 
4A stranger tale of traffic or of war. " 
Author Unknown, 


The British Hast India Company, a "Big business" that created 


an empire. 


One of the most colorful and fascinating stories in 
the whole history of business is that of the british East India 


Company, the trading company that, in the two centuries and a 


half of its existence, created an empire as well as a great 


trade that, in this twentieth century, britain would certainly 
hate to lose, though the empire does seem to be slipping from 
her grasp. 

It is impossible, in the space of any one essay, to 
tell the story in much detail; or to tell, even in a sketchy 
manner, of the activity of the Company in all the Hast, so I 
shall limit my story to the Honorable Company in India, except 
as it is necessary to touch upon other phases to explain the 


main story. 


background of the Company. 


The background of the UCompany stretches 
Mercantilism far into the past, to the days of Edward I, 


who laid the foundations for a system of 


national regulation of industry and commerce which enabled his 


_guccessors to devise a national policy for increasing revenue 
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by making the sources from which it might be obtained produce 


“more freely. In 1390 Richard of Ayelesbury gave as his opinion 


that, since neither gold nor silver were to be found in ‘ngland, 


if the merchandise that went out of the country were wisely 


regulated, the money in the land would remain there and "great 
| 
plenty of money" would come from abroad. turthermore,he argued, 


the value of imports should never exceed the value of exports. 


This is obviously the origin, in England, of the 
“mercantile theory that power depends on three things: accumula- 
tion of treasure, development of shipping, and maintenance of 
an effective population. Accumulation of treasure, in a 
“country which lacks mines, must be secured by regulating the 
flow of precious metals and exchanges, and by regulating the 
export and import of commodities. Development of shipping 
calls for the encouragement of the employment of british ships; 
| tnerease in the volume of trade, which uses more ships; pre- 


ference for distant trade over coastwise, since the former 


gives more employment to ships and since the commodities in- 


volved usually can not be produced at home. Maintenance of an 


effective population demands the introduction of new trades and 


_ the development of old so as to employ more people, end the 
increase of agriculture and fishing to provide food for an 
enlerged population. 
The very close association of the East India Company 
with the carrying out of this theory will readily be seen. In 
| fact, if there had been no mercantile theory, the chances are 


| that there would have been no british Hast India Company. 
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It early became clear that the simplest 
Trading Com- way to maintain such a hold on commerce as to 
panies "regulate it wisely" was to grant special 


trading privileges to a body of merchants who 
should then become responsible for conducting the trade in the 
manner most advantageous for the realm. from the point of view 
of government, this system was useful since it provided an easy 
method of levying and collecting duties on the trade, and of 
| enforcing laws regarding wages, apprenticeship, export of 


-pullion, and the like. 


The merchants themselves found association in trading 


_ecompanies an advantage. trom Anglo-Saxon days,traders of each 
sort in each locality had banded themselves together for mutual 


_ protection and assistance, then needed on account of the fre- 


quency of neighborhood wars, brigandage, end fraud. As trade 


expanded, the value of association increased proportionally, so 


from the reign of Henry IV on, trading companies were organized 
under charters that gave special privileges and protection to 
the Sritish merchant members carrying on business in the 


specified regions, 


Among the special privileges and advantages offered 

| by membership in such a company was that, in theory and in 
practice, it was a monopoly. shareholders had a common 

capital so that they traded as one individual and divided the 
profits or shared the losses, eas the case might be. When they 
had been given the monopoly of any trade, no other person could 


have any part in it unless he succeeded in buying stock from 
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some iiraveadbie iene aes caeuaee wae che sells seller of the | 
goods it imported, it had complete control of prices so could 
make them as high as the traffic would bear. It secured fair 
play among merchants as no one could trade at odd times or 
secretly, nor could any one undersell the others. because the 
king had no control of activities outside his own realm, and 
there were very few ports with any form on consular service , 
it secured protection for the lives and property of its members 
in foreign lands, it had a fecognized status for the recovery 
of debts and other civil business, there was a central authority 
to which the individual could appeal for assistance, it pro- 
vided a means for securing special tolls and customs for their 
goods through negotiations with native princes, much as the 
government does today. Another thing of no small importance, 
members going in person to conduct their trade could secure 
safe and comfortable board and lodging at reasonable terms in 
the factories of their company. And last, but not least, 
piracy on the high seas was so common that it was necessary 
for ships to sail in fleets as a matter of safety, and who so 
safe a companion as a member of your own organization? 

These trading companies were of two sorts: the 
regulated companies, in which every member traded separately 
on his own capital but was bound to observe the rules laid dows 
for the whole fellowship, which permitted a limited competition 
among members, and into which any subject might be admitted 
upon payment of the entrance fee; the other, the joint-stock, 
which was a single corporation with one capital which the 
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members held in common. 


The oldest british trading companies of which we 
have any record were the Hamburg Gompany, trading to Calais, 
the Low Countries, and the baltic, chartered by idward I in 
| 1296; the Russian or Muscovy Company, chartered by Edward VI 
jn 1552; and the Turkey or Levant Company, chartered in 1581 
+o trade with the eastern Mediterranean and the Indies. 


From the earliest days there had 


Appeal of been a general illusion surrounding the 
the India India trade, end still is, for that 
trade to the matter. Its staples were more romantic 
imagination than those of the West, "peacocks, apes, 


and ivory" (the very names sing in the 

| mind) "gola and frenkincense and myrrh", richer and finer 
fabrics, gorgeous jewels, spices, perfumes, sandalwood, all 
alluring to the imagination as well as to the senses, ‘the 

_ great scale on which this business must be carried on, the 
great fortunes which rumor said could be and had been made 
from it, the mysterious remoteness of the region where it 
must be conducted, the adventure and risk involved, all lent 
a mantle of glamour to the India trade; it appealed tremendous- 
ly to a bold and enterprising age. 

That it was possible to reach this land of re 
| beyond the dreams of avarice by way of the sea was an idea 
that could not die. fHrom the dim mists of dead centuries, 
the tradition persisted that the Pharosh Necho had sent 


traders from the Red Sea to India, and that the Phoenicians 
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| Tracing of a drawing 

| from a 14th century 
portolano or map-sketch. 
the original was not 
later than 1350-51. 


! 

“hed sailed from that same Red Sea sround Africa to enter the 
mediterranean from the west. In fact, so strong was this 
belief, some unnamed cartographer, making a portoleno, or map- 


sketch, of the Huropean and mediterranean lands not later than 


1531, ventured to include the whole outline of Africa, Arabia, 


end the western shores of India. His work is strangely true 


an its essentials. 


rirst of the Europeans to venture out into the wn- 


known, acting upon this theory, were two tenoese of high estate, 


_A manuscript portolano, from which the tracing at the top of 


| this page was made, is among the possessions which King John 


of Portugal took with him to Rio de Jdaniero when he fled from 
Napoleon. It is now kept in the National Library of brasil, 


_where I was allowed to copy it as well as I could. 
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into a new course. 


direction. 


Sidasics Bevis ond Usetine Vivaldi, who sailed straight west 
from Gibraltar for the East; but, as they were never heard 

from afterwards, it is the Portuguese who claim first place in 
the field of Indian exploration and trade. ‘their inspiration 
was Prince Henry the Navigator, that great and pathetic figure 


whose duty to his state kept him forever on dry land, though 


his heart and vision turned ever to the sea. He must prepare 


and equip other men for the explorations that he longed to make; 


he turned the direction of navigation and commercial enterprise 


successive expeditions sent out under his 


direction discovered Cape bojador, Cape blanco, Cape verde. 


‘the Portuguese were creeping dowm the coast of Africa, but it 


was not until 1471 that they reached the equator. Fifteen 


years later, Dom Jede II sent out two expeditions: one, the 


famous voyage of Dias which rounded the Cape of Good Hope; the 
other, the less well known voyage of Pedro de Corvilhan from 


Egypt to India by way of the Red Sea. In the course of this 


latter voyage, de Corvilhan visited the Malabar Coast and the 
Persian Gulf, then went down the African coast on the east 
almost to the point that Dias had reached from the opposite 


His report made it certain that ships which once 


| passed the Cape could reach India. 


In 1497 Vasco da Gama sailed from Lisbon in the SAN 


| GABRIEL, reached Calicut the next year, and was received by 
the king who sent back a cargo, consisting mainly of samples 
of what his country had to sell, and a message to the King of 


Portugal. "I have had the pleasure of welcoming to my realms 
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1. Calicut 

2. Goa 

3. Diu 

4. Daman 

5. thik 

66 ombay Chief 

7. Colombo Port 

uguese 
8. Jaffnapatam Settlements 
; in 
India. 

| 
| Vasco da Gama, a gentleman of your house- 
Portuguese hold. My country produces an abundance of 
Adventurers cinnamon, cloves, ginger, pepper, and pre- 


cious stones; I desire to obtain from yours 
gold, silver, coral, and scarlet." * 

King Manuel sent fleet after fleet in rapid succession, 
| impressed the natives with Portuguese power by defeating the 
Moors who were already established there as traders, built 
strong factories for trade, and eventually defeated the King of 
Calicut himself, took Goa and fortified it as the capital of a 
Portuguese empire in the East. 

From the first, the Portuguese recognized the political 
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implications of their exploration, so they lost no time in 


getting Papal bulls which granted them sole jurisdiction over 


their discoveries; at the same time, they jealously guarded the 


gecret of how to reach the new lands, 


Now the Dutch had little respect for 


Early Dutch Papal bulls, and less intention of being 
ventures barred out of a profitable trade by then, 


if only they could find the route to the 
East. Flemish printers were the best in the world at map 
making, and they were utterly without conscience in regard to 
spreading the knowledge of what they learned from the maps they 
copied. The first real atlas ever printed, issued by Wagenaer 
in Leyden in 1585, * gave charts, sketches of headlands, lati- 


tude, distances, and sailing directions for entering harbors. 


gan Huygen von Linschoten of Haarlem, resident in Lisbon, 


| spent much of his time collecting similar data concerning the 


East. He even went to Goa as a member of the train of the 


| Archbishop in order to find out more about the situation. He 


published a full account of his investigations in 1596 under 


the title ITINERARIO, VOYAGE OFTE SCHIPVAERT VAN JAN HUYGHEN 
VAN LINSCHOTEN NAER OOST OFTE PORTUGAILS INDIEN; two years 
later the book appeared in inglish. 

In 1595 Cornelius Houtman, in command of the first 
Dutch venture to the East, made a treaty with the King of 
Bantam that opened the Indian Archipelago to Holland. there 


—s ee Eee ; - i 


al omtt on teol yodd oe ,mottetolgxe rtledt to taollqmt | 
seve mottothelsrr, ofos modt Setaets dotdw efiod Isqet gatttes | 
enit betray yievolset yet ,omtt oma ot te yeetzevoosth xtertt 
-chmel wer edt doset ot wod to tetosn 
tot toeqnet eftttl het dotted oft wou 

aaied to totimetmt eeel bas ,elfied IeqsT 
mont yd ohett efdatitorg 2 to tuo berisd 
edt ot otvor oft Suatt bilyoo yodt ylao tt 
gem te birow oft at teed ent exow oxetnteipaie e 
of Sregez af eometoemoo tvodtiw ylretts etew yedt Sane oak 
eit eqect sat mort bemrael yet teste to epbelwom! edt 
tesnensw! yd beseat etaitg reve eslte Leet tearit efT .beto 
~itel ,efuelfeed to aedoteie ,etteds evey * ,c8tL at mebyed | 
e2todted ankretme xo% srottoorth aatitee hae coometets 0 ut | 
efodeit at tmebteet ,meltaesi to metodoentt ov rene n 
oft salwrescoo ate talitnte gaettoellod emit etd to doom 
ot to mtert oft to xedmom a 88 e080 ot snow neve oH deel 
si .foltautie edt ¢sodq exon tro Butt o¢ tebro mt codetd, a 
toby 80c°l at sxottegtteevat etd to dmrosom Lint a 
ISHOYUN HAL WAV THEAVEINOG BPITO ZOAYOV ,OIMAREETDE oftt 
etesy, owt ;WIICHI BILADUTHOS EPTTO TeO0O aeAu METOHIGMIS 
-letfan: xt berseqqe Xood edt 

tertt oft to Sasmmoo mt ,neutwoH extfLemrod) Sol al 
to galt edd détw yteett 2 obem ,tael edt of etudney 
erent ,haelfolt ot one lentdoxs te LBitl edt Aeteqo share 
ost? 2 ea memesa Yd besfrmodet tee tires ont ef alta 3 
£3. T{nomn tint teal bL0"- notrettadd yd with 2Ug o 


10 


ate — = — er = = + 
was great loss of men, money, and ships on this expedition, but 


the survivors were so thoroughly convinced that there were 


opportunities for tremendous profits from a successful voyage 
that in 1598 a fleet of twenty-two ships was sent out, and 
“returned with a cargo that produced a profit of 400% on the 


spices alone. 


After that there was such a rush of cut-throat com- 


_ petition for a time that prices went up in the Indies and down 
in Europe; profits vanished, but the Dutch ran out of large 

| ships and had to go to imgland to buy more. That was just too | 
| aah for the british. They had to get into this trade at once. 


Some far-sighted Hnglishmen had seen 


| Early English the opportunity offered by the Indian trade 
interest in long before, as is evidenced by a petition | 
the India Trade sent to Henry VIII by a group of statesmen 


in 1511. "When we would enlarge ourselves", 
they wrote, "let it be that way we can, end to which it seems | 
the eternal Providence hath destined us, which is by the Sea. 
The Indies are discovered, and vast treasure brought from thence 


every day. Let us, therefore, bend our Endeavors thitherward, 


| and if the Spaniards or Portuguese suffer us not to join with 


them, there will yet be region enough for all to enjoy." * 
Robert Thorne, a London merchant who was living in 


Seville, wrote to his king in the same vein in 1527, "In a 


 fleete of three Ships and a Caravel that went from this Citie 
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‘armed by the Merchants of it, which departed in Aprill last 


past, I and my partener have one thousand foure hundred Duckets 
that we imployed in the sayde Fleete, principally for that two 


Inglishmen, Friends of mine, which are somewhat learned in 


_ Cosmographie should goe in the same Shippes, to bring me 


certaine relation of the Situation of the Vountrey, and to be 
expert in the navigation of those Seas, and there to have 
information of many other things, end advise that I desire to 
know especially." * 

"Especially", in this case, seemés to have meant 
that they should beg, borrow, or steal Portuguese "cardes by 
which they saile" and"to learne how they understande them" 
for in a later letter, Thorne mentioned that he had such a 
"earde" in his possession. At the same time he wrote in glow- 
ing terms of "the new trade of spicery" and spoke of the abun- 
dence of "golde, Rubies, Diamonds, Balasses, Granates, Jacints, 
and other stones and pearles."” # 

As time went on, Thorne seemed to feel that, after 
all, it might be wiser to discover a route that should be an 
inglish monopoly, for another lettered to the king urged: 
"With a small number of Shippes there may bee discovered divers 
new Landes and Kingdomes...........t0 which places there is 
left one way to discover, which is unto the North......../or 
out of Spain they have discovered all the Indies and Seas 
Occidentall and out of Portingall all the Indies and Seas 
Orientall.%. ie 
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| A modern writer puts similar words into the mouths 


of the Elizabethan seamen. "Take John Portingall's route to 
| the Indies! No, we'll see him further first; we'll find out a 


road for ourselves." * 


However apocryphal these words may be, 


Early English they are certainly true to the spirit of 
Explorations the times, for in 1553 there was chartered 


a company of London Merchants with a capi- 


tal of £600 to search for the northeast passage. ‘Their two 
expeditions were unsuccessful; Hugh Willoughby perished miserably 
_4n Lapland; Richard Chancellor reached the White Sea, from its | 
shores he travelled overland to Moscow where he opened up 
communications with the tsar,John IV ( better known as "Ivan 
the Terrible"). This resulted in various schemes for an overland 
route through his dominions and those of the Shah of Persia. 
| Efforts to establish any profitable intercourse through Russia 
and Persia to India were soon discontinued, however, as the 
route was found to be far too expensive, as well as unhealthy 
end dangerous. 

If there was no northeast passage, there might be one 
| to the northwest, so Frobisher, Vavis, and Hudson sailed to 
find it, again to meet with failure. Urake conceived the idea 
of getting to the seat of trade by way of the "South Seas", 
following the route discovered by Magellan. He equipped five 
| vessels very completely, taking on board the finest articles 


of British manufacture, and even including a band of musicians, 
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everything that he could think of to dazzle and please the 
natives of the far glamourous lands that he was about to visit. 
On the 13th of December, 1577, he set sail from Plymouth, 
passed on through the Straits of Magellan, cruised along the 
western coast of Spanish America, and plundered it as a matter 
of principle, sailed along the California shore on his way 
home. ‘hen he decided not to bother about any possible north- 
west passage, since he had all the plunder he could manage to 
carry, so he struck off across the Pacific to the spice Islands, 
the Moluccas, where he was welcomed by the King of Ternate, 
who already hated the Portuguese, and there he began the british- 
Eastern trade destined to create, eventually, the great Anglo- 
Indian Empire. | 

On his return home, he was greeted with much acclain, 
but his profits appealed more to some of his fellow countrymen 
then did his glory. Elizabeth proposed to found a company of 
"such as should trade beyond the equinoctial line" with Drake 
as its life governor, but this project was not carried out 
until long after his career had ended. 


At about this same time, letters from 


Karly English a Thomas Stephens, rector of the Jesuit 
Trading college at Salsette, to his father in Ing- 
Expeditions lend roused great enthusiasm among the 


merchants for trading directly with India, 
Three of them, Ralph Fitch, James Newberry, and Leedes, went 
to India overland as merchant-adventurers. ‘The latter two 


remained in India, one as a shop-keeper, the other in the 
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service of the Great Mogul; Fitch returned to England to 


broadcast tales of the richness of the tradé and the ease 

with which it could be established by men with ships. 

Thomas Cavendish sold his Suffolk estates to get the 

money to invest in a voyage to the South Seas and India. He 
also stopped over to plunder the Spanish Americas a bit before 

| he went on to trade a little in the Ladrones, the Philippines, 


the Moluccas, and Java. All the way he was correcting errors 


in the Portuguese charts, and in the Islands he was making 
elaborate sailing instructions and notes which gave latitudes 
of places, depth and nature of the sea bed, courses, distances, 
anchorages, everything, indeed, which later merchantmen would 
need to know. ‘This expedition, profitable as it was, proved 
that the trade was too big to be carried on practicably as an 
individual enterprise. 

In Cadiz Roads, Vrake captured the SAN FELIPE , 
 homeward-bound from the East Indies with papers on board that 
revealed trade secrets, and a mere 41,000,900 cargo. A com- 
pany of adventurers at once started out, but their ships got 
into trouble at Goa with the Portuguese, who held them responsible 
for Drake's depredations. The leaders slipped out of Goa, and 
returned to Ingland, convinced that a profitable trade must 
follow the Portuguese route around Africa. 

) An unsuccessful expedition in 1591 caused interest 
to wane until the capture of the MADRE DE DIOS, an East Indian 
carrack laden with a £15,000 cargo, revived it again, but 


rather as interest in overland trade, which caused the re- 
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charter and expansion of the Levant Company, later a bitter 
foe to the British East India Company. 
At length news flamed through England, 


"Association" The Dutch had successfully carried through 
ef 1599 a voyage and in the course of it had annexed 


some Spanish Colonies in the Spice Islands, 
Now that was a really profitable way of warring on Spain, and 
since the attack by the Spanish Armada had already forced 
Elizabeth into an open enmity with Spain, she was ready, being 


a good business woman, to make hostility as profitable as 


| possible. Accordingly, when an "Association" of merchants met 


in London, subscribed £30,133 for an East Indian voyage, and 
petitioned the Crown for a charter, although the Privy Council 
disapproved, the queen shilly-shallied far less than usual, 
Indeed, as her loyal subject, the Lord Mayor of London, pointed 
out, it was outrageous that the Dutch ( the Dutch, of course, | 
not a word about the Spanish ) should double the price of pepper 
to the people of Imgland. No wonder the good merchants of Len4 
don were indignant, their queen no less so. She granted the | 
charter and sent Sir John Mildenhall, by way of Constantinople, 
to the Great Mogul with letters which applied for trade 
privileges for an English company. Before he could reach 


Delhi, a new and stronger company had been organized in London, 


The Honorable British East India Company under the Charter of | 
1600. | 


The Court Minutes of the Company record, under the 


date of September 23, 1600: "Whereas divers merchants whose 


names are regestred in the begyning of this booke for the 
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honor of ther natyve Cuntrey and for thadvauncem of the trade 
th 


of merchaundize w in this realme of England vppon ther severall 


adventures apportioned and sett downe of ther voluntarie assent 


have vndertaken to sett forthe a viage for the discoverye of 


the trede of the East Indias and to that ende have Solicited 


es 
the Ll. of her ma most honorable privy Councell to move her 
| ie 

most Excellent ma for her gracious and royall assent to the 
| th 


said enterprise and for to further the same w a graunt of a 
priviledge and other tollerations and favors fyt% for the ad- 
| vauncement of the ssid trade” * so on the last day of the cen- 
tury, December 31, 1600, Queen Elizabeth signed the charter for 


"The Governor and Company of Merchants Trading to the East 


Indies", in other words, for the British East India Company. 
It was composed of 218 members, several of them also members of 


the Levent Company, with the Earl of Cumberland as its nominal | 


head and Sir Thomas Smythe, governor of the Levant Company, as 
its first governor. # It was a regulated company; that is, each 
one of the "Imights, aldermen, and merchants" who had paid the 
requisite entrance fee had the right to trade independently 
under the privileges of the Company. In practice, however, 
each voyage was managed as a joint-stock enterprise. Its 


management was to consist of 24 directors under a governor. 


Sn ee 

Stevens - DAWN OF BRITISH TRADE TO THE EAST INDIES, Page 11. 
The letters out of alignment are not typographical errors, but 
appear in similar position in the original; so, too, the words 
erossed out are scratched in the original. 
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Privileges Great privileges were granted to the 
"granted to Company by this charter: it was given a 
- Company monopoly, legal as well as practical, 


"during fifteen years to all parts of Asia, 


Africa, and America, beyond the Cape of Good Hope, eastward to 


the Straits of Magellan, except such countries or ports as may — 


be in the actual possession of any Christian Prince in amity 
| with the Queeng” * it had the right to make by-laws regulating 
its business and the people in its employ, consistent with the 


laws of the fealm; permission was given to export bullion an- 


-nually to the amount of £30,000 ( that in spite of the long 


accepted doctrine of Richard of Aylesbury, of which I have 
already spoken ); it might send out each year " sixe good 
shippes and sixe good pynnaces and five hundred Mariners, Ing- 


jlishmen, to guide and sayle"; the first four voyages were to be 


free of export duties; neither the queen nor her heirs should 


| grant to any other trading company licenses to do business with- 


in the designated area without the consent of the Company; at 
the end of fifteen years, if the trade was found to be benefi-_ 
cial to the realm, the letters patent should be renewed for 
another fifteen years. To still further guarantee its monopoly, 
private trading by Company factors and seamen was prohibited. | 
"It is ordayned and decred that all the preparation 
of moneis, merchandizes, and other provisions for this present 
voiadge, end all commodityes, moneis, Jewells, and other mer- 


chandize retourned in the said voiadge shalbe holden, reputed, 


* Entire charter given in Ilbert -"Government of cs sel a dik 
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one entyre Joynte and Common Stock of adventure wherein no 
private traffique, barter, exchaunge, or merchaundizing shalbe 

| used, practized, or admytted by any particular Governor, Capten, 
Merchaunt, Agent factor, master marriner, officer or other 

| person whatsoever imployed in the sayde voiadge, or permitted 

| to goe in the same uppon patne of the losse and forfeiture to 


thuse of the General Companie and Adventurers in this voiadge 


of all sommes of money, jewells, warres goods, or merchandizes 
_which shalbe founde in the saide shippes or elswhere, carried 
forthe or retourned home by any private or paticuler man, and 
not contayned and brought into generall and common accompte and 
joymte adventure of the sayde voiadge. And to thend this pre- 
| judice of private trefficque may the better be avoyded it is 
alsoe ordeyned and appointed yt due inquisicion be made in all 
and everie the severall shippes of the sayde voiadge and els- 
where by serche of all such Chestes, boxes, Packes, Packetts, 
books, wrytinges, end other means whereby discoverie may bee 
made of the breache of this present ordinaunce,." * | 
In spite of the attractions of the East 
‘Barly Voyages India trade, its risks did rather disturb 
under the Charter some of the good merchants, who were more 
"golid business men” than adventurers, so 
that they were too slow in paying for their subscriptions to 
suit the more impetuous members who, thereupon, scraped to- 


gether the entire amount needed for the first voyage. The in- 


*Stevens - THE DAWN OF BRITISH TRADE TO THE EAST INDIES, P.130 
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vestment was, indeed, ea heavy one: £39,771 to outfit four trade 


ships and one supply ship , RED DRAGON,HECTOR, ASCENSION, SUSAN, — 


end GUEST, with supplies for twenty months, and to pay the crews 
of nearly five hundred men their wages in advance; £28,742 in 
Spanish coin; £6,860 in goods, ( iron, lead, tin, cloth for sale; 
and a girdle, a case of pistols, plumes, looking glasses, plat- 
ters, spoons, glass toys, spectacles, drinking glasses, 2 plain 
silver ewer for gifts to Indian princes), Because the invest- 


ment was so heavy, the queen wanted the expedition to be under 


the command of Sir Edward Michelborne, who had been to the East 
before in the msuccessful expedition of 1591. The merchants _ 
| did not see this as any recommendation, they refused to entrust 
their valuable property to any gentleman, so they chose one, 

| Lancaster; a captain who had been in an unsuccessful expedition 
had learned more from it than a gentleman. Associated with him 
were John Middleton as vice-admiral, and John Davis ( discover- 
or of Davis Straits ) as pilot-major or chief navigating officer. 
The week after Easter, April 2, 1601, the little fleet sailed | 
from Dartmouth. Off the Guinea coast they captured a Portu- 
guese ship laden with wine, oil, and meal which they confiscated 
"for the good of the squadron"; in July, south of the equator, 
they broke up the supply ship, took what was wobth keeping, 

and left the hulk derelict; in August, scurvy broke out. When 
they reached Table Bay in September, the men on the RED DRAGON 
had to do the work of getting out the small boats for the 


whole souadron because they alone had escaped the ravages of 


seurvy. Captain Lancaster had learned from his previous voyage 
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end carried " certaine Bottles of the Juice of Limons" which he 
served to his men every morning, then made them go without 

| their breakfast, fed them only two meals a day " and those 
scanty", gave them little or no salt meat.* How those sailors 
must have grumbled} But they did not have scurvy. When all the 
sailors of the fleet were well again and fresh provisions had 
peen laid in, the ships turned again toward the Indies, 

At Sumatra they were entertained by the Dutch factor, 
who did not recognize them as potential enemies, and with his 
aid they secured a concession from the King of Acheen granting 
them the right to trade and customs immunity. In spite of 
these favors, they found it difficult to collect a cargo, as the 
erops had been bad that year. " The generall daily grew full of 
thought how to lade his shippes to save his owne credit, the | 
merchants' estimation that set him aworke, and the reputation 
of his countrey: considering what a foule blot it would be to 
them all in regard to the nations about us, seeing there were | 
wnough merchandize to be bought in the Indies, yet he should 
be likely to return home with empty ships." # 

Rather than suffer such a misfortune, Master Lan- 
easter left two factors at Sumatra to collect a cargo of pepper, 
if they could, which the fleet would pick up later; he wandered 
on with the ships, looking for Portuguese merchantmen to sudide, 
Success was with him in this effort, for he met and captured 
the ST. THOME in the Malacca Strait. ‘Then the problem was sas | 
*Markham- THE VOYAGES OF MASTER JAMES LANCASTER, Page 62. 


# Frazer - BRITISH INDIA . Page 30. Quoting from PURCHAS HIS 
PILGRIMES , first published in 1625, 
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where to get a cargo, but where to stow it. “Within five or | 


gixe daies we had unladen her of 959 paeckes of Calicoes end 


hed in her 


Pintados, besides many packes of merchandise: she 
much rice and other goods whereof we made small account. 


"The Generall was very glad of this good hap, and 
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very thankfull to God for it, and as he tol 

bound to God that hed essed him of a very heavy cafe, and that. 
he could not be thankfull enough to Him for this blessing | 
given him. For, saith he, He hath not onely supplied my neces- 
sities to lade these ships I have; but hath given me as much as 


will lade as many more shippes as I have, if I had them to lade." * 


| 
| 
| 


Captain Lancaster had guessed correctly how the good. 
cargos were secured; however, he stopped at Acheen, collected | 
his cargo of spices and pepper, letters and presents from the 
King of Acheen to Queen Elizabeth, then sailed for bantam. The 
ASCENSION and SUSAN were sent directly home as their holds 


were full. | 
| 

At Java he rated the natives as "the greatest pickers 
and theeves of the worla"*( Did he think, "Ourselves excepted?") 
| 


yet he did a good business there, laded with more cargoes of 


pepper, established a regular factory, sent out a pinnace under 


William Stanley to trade in the Moluccas so that on the next 
voyage there should be no delay in discharging british cargo 
and taking on eastern goods. At last, February 20, 1603, he 


sailed for England which he reached after almost unbelievable | 
hardships and near disasters, safe "for which, thanked be 


Frazer -"British India".P.31..# Idem. Page 30. | 
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——ainightie Col, who hath delivered us from infinite perils and - 
dangers, in this long and tedious navigation," * | 

The results of the voyage were eminently satisfactory to 
all concerned. Lancaster was knighted by King James, who now 
sat on Elizabeth's throne; the stock-holders got a 95% dividend 
on their investment; the trade was definitely established in 
the East. 

The next expedition found a lively Portuguese-Dutch | 

| war going on in the Islands when it arrived under the command 
| of Sir Henry Middleton. Most of the native rulers were allied 
with one or the other of the two contestants, so trade would 
have been nil if Stanley had not had cargo enough waiting to 
fill the holds of the SUSAN and the HECTOR, which sailed for 
home at once. The RED DRAGON and the ASCENSION waited about 
for another eight months, in spite of the opposition of the | 
Dutch who, now that they were having rather the better of it | 
in the war with the Portuguese, tried to prevent the inter- 
loping of another rival by assuring the native rulers that 
these English were nothing but a set of pirates whom the King 
of Holland was going to exterminate just as soon as he got 
around to it, but their removal was really such an unimportant 
thing that he could not be bothered with it until affairs here 
were settled to his satisfaction. the natives accepted the 
story and refused to trade with Middleton. The gallant captain 
could see no sense in being regarded as a pirate without de- 


serving the title, so, as there was no other trade to be had, 


*Markham-VOYAGE OF MASTER JAMES LANCASTER. Page 107 
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he tried his hand at the business of freebooting. The stock- 


holders collected a profit of £58,000 on an investment of 
£60,000. 

In 1609 King James renewed the charter of Queen 
Elizabeth, with more ample powers for acquiring new factories 


and possessions, and granted them the exclusive privileges of 


trade to the East Indies "forever"; with the same reservation, 


| however, as in their first charter, "that should this trade not 
be found profitable to the kingdom, it was to cease and deter-— 
| mine after three years' notice." * 

Before the next voyage, the Dutch had eliminated the 
Portuguese in the Islands, though not on the mainland of India, 
so the British traders from that time on had only one national 
| rival in the trade they most desired, that of the Spice Islands, 
| Here, although the Dutch were already well established, the 
English appear to have had little further trouble in getting 
eargoes; their difficulty seems, rather, to have been in getting 
away with them before the Dutch helped themselves to the load. 
On this third voyage, a Company ship for the first time touched 
on the coast of India, secured concessions from the Great Mo- | 
gl, only to have them cancelled when the Portuguese brought 
pressure to bear upon him. In spite of this setback, the 
voyage might be considered a success, since the profits were 
234% and factories at Bantam and in the Moluccas were strength- 


ened. 


* John Bruce's speech in the Committee of the House of 
Commons, May 31, 1813. Printed in PAMPHLETEER, Vol.II.Pp.441-465. 
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| It was in 1611 that Sir Henry Middleton appeared again in 


the Hast, this time at Cambay, where a Portuguese squadron 
tried to prevent him from landing, but dir Henry refused to 

| recognize their right to prevent him since the treat Mogul was 
not subject to the King of Portugal and this was Mogul territory, 


“not Portuguese. In the meantime, he had been secretly informed 


by natives that they would be glad to trade with him if they 
| dared, as they would if the Portuguese were out of the way. As 


a result, a cursory battle took place, the English succeeded in 

landing but not in trading, since they carried no goods that 
the natives wanted. However, again Captain Middleton practised 
piracy of a sort, enough to complete his cargo. 


On the next voyages the british traders 


Establishment established factories at Patapoli, Patane, 
of Factories and Bantam so that agents of the Company 


stationed there could be collecting cargoes 
to have ready to ship when the vessels arrived from inglen@, 
thus eliminating the difficulty of getting something to trade 


| in after they had come so far to trade. 


The natives of the Spice Islands were not paticularly 


eager Zor English goods, but were paticularly anxious to get 
Indien textiles. The English agents at Bantam wrote home: 
"that the cloths and calicoes imported from Cambaya were in 
great request and if the factories could be furnished with them 
they could be profitably exchanged for pepper and finer spices: 


the factors therefore recommended that a trade should be attempted 


at Surat and Cambaya; that two ships should be employed to 
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purchase goods at those ports to be sent for sale to bantam end 


the Moluccas, which would increase the generalX\ profit of the 
annual voyages." * 
In pursuance of this advice, factories were set up in 


Gogo, Ahmedabad, Cambay, and Surat, the first firm footing on 


the continent of India, the nucleus of the great british Empire 
in India. 

On the first eight voyages, the Honorable Vompany 
hed managed to derive an average gross profit of 171%, which 
was large enough to keep them in the business, in spite of op- 
position from the Portuguese and Dutch abroad and from politival 
and business rivals at home, even though this profit was just 
| about as much the result of piracy as of legitimate trade. 


In order to carry on this trade, the 


Establishment Company had been in the habit of hiring the 
- of Ship-yards use of ships suitable for such long and 


dangerous voyages, Since this permitted 
them to use their entire capital in the commerce itself, instead 
of having a major part tied up in the vessels that carried it. | 
However, ship owners, learning of the profits that the stock- 
holders were making, decided that they were not getting their 
full share, since without their ships there could be no trade, 
and no 171% dividends. Accordingly, the owners of large ships, 
the only ones of any use whatever in the Indian trade, took 
adventage of the situation to raise the price to £45 a ton for 


each voyagee They nearly killed the goose that laid the golden 


_ * Usher - INDUSTRIAL HISTORY OF ENGLAND. Page 277 
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egg by doing so, for the Company had no mind to endure any — | 
profiteering at its expense ( even though the word had not yet 
been coined ); on the contrary, they determined to build their 
own ships. In 1607 they leased a ship-yard at Veptford, where, 
in less than a year, two East Indiamen were built. ‘The first | 
+o slip down the ways was the TRADES INCREASE, of 1100 tons 
purden; the second was the PEPPERCORN, only slightly smaller. 
The king attended the launching in person, accompanied by most 
of his court. It was a gala day for everybody except the men 
who had been renting their ships to the Company, when the books 
were balanced, it was found that it had cost $10 a ton to 
build ships as against £45 a ton for the use for a single 
voyage. The result was obvious. The Company would hereafter 
use only the ships it built. soon the Deptford yard was em- 
ploying 500 skilled workmen; in eight years it built more than 
any other yard in the kingdom had ever done in a like time; by 
1621 the Company owned 10,000 tons of shipping, all of its own 
puilding, manned by 2500 able seamen. 

The magnitude of this program proved its undoing. 
Such large scale production required the payment of so many 
salaries, and probably gave rise to so much graft, that an ex- 
eessive amount of capital was tied up in yards or spent in the 
maintenance of yards; so, in 1627, ship-building was given up, 
end the Company again leased or bought ships built by other 
men. ‘These others had learned their lesson, it seems, for 


never again do we hear of excessive charges for Hast Indiamen, 
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| existing or foreseen. 


Reorganization of the Company 
In 1612 the directors of the Company decided 


New Form to reorganize it so that in form it should agree 


with fact, and be legally, what it had always been 
in practice, a joint-stock company instead of a regulated 


company. ‘This change was made necessary by the conditions 


The Portuguese had realized the serious- 
ness of the british rivalry and were preparing to use force to 


kill it, so that if it were to continue in business, it must 


shortly be prepared to meet force by force. ‘this would require 
more ships, more heavily armed, and more money for their main-_ 


tenance. Also, this increased capital must be always ready for 


immediate use by the directors, if an emergency should arise, 
Experience had shown that under the old organization, 


when a number of members had subscribed for each particular 
but not the same men for each nor all the members for © 


| 
any one, there had been great rivalry among the various groups | 


and little or no codperation; before one venture was home, an- 


voyage, 


other was sent out; agents were bidding against one another for 


cargo for the ships they represented, which raised the price of 
goods for everyone; the ship of one voyage frequently would be 
lying empty at a port waiting for cargo,while the agent of an- | 
other voyage would be holding cargo waiting for a ship in that | 
same port; there were numberless other difficulties in keeping | 


accounts and in assessing establishment charges fairly. It was. 


quite clear that union would make for strength and do away with, 


much waste of energy and capital. 
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| 
| When they realized this, the owers of the different — 


stocks joined together to make a common capital which was to be 


used for all purposes of the Company for a definite period, ad- 
ministered by a governor and board of directors. It was in this 
connection that the word "stock" was first used in our modern 
commercial sense of a share in a corporation. At first this 
stock was not marketable, each of the °76 shareholders Puerestee 
“enew for each voyage, he was responsible for his shares until 
the transaction was completed and the profits, if any, assigned 
to him by the directors. In 1657 the shares became permanent 
eapital, never to be distributed among the members so long as 


| 


the Company should endure, but holders could dispose of them as 


they could of any other property. 
After 1679, when King Charles II seized for his own 
use the money which had been lodged for safety in the British 
mint, people felt uneasy about entrusting the care of their 
money to anyone, and unsafe at having it hidden about the houses 
In such times, investing in stock gave them a chance to employ © 
it profitably, so "buying a block of stock" became a popular 
practice, although it was done with considerable sense of risk 
in the Stuart days. So, among other things, we must credit or 
blame the East India Company for originating the stock-market.* _ 
Sir Josiah Child gives an especially good explanation | 
of the new organization of the british East India Company. "A | 


Corporation by charter (and if it were by an Act of Parliament | 


it would be better) into which Stock all the King's Subjects, 


*Eas ia stock even became,in stock "gambling" and a “crash in 
the reid oo Le benno as a result of speculation,it rose from 
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of what condition soever, have at the foundation of it, liber- 
ty to Adventure what sum of money they please. The Stocke ana | 
Trade is managed by a Select Council or Committee, consisting 
of a Governor, Deputy, and 24 Committees, chosen ennually by 
the Generality; in which every Adventurer doth not vote alike, 
but proportionally to his Stocke, viz. Every £250 Original 


Stocke hath one vote; #500 paid in hath two votes, ete. After 
the first Stocke is settled, no Man can come in but by Purchase, 
| which every Englishman hath an equal liberty to do." * 


Meanwhile business was increasing constent- 


Expansion ly, although scarcely steadily, in spite of the 
throughout wild tales which the Dutch traders were telling 
the Orient to the native princes of Sritish pirates, soon 


to be wiped out by the might of His Most Puis- 
sant Majesty, the King of Holland. Though the tales spread | 
far and wide through the spice Islands where the Hollanders 


| had long been established, the new-comers continued to com- 


pete for the highly profitable trade there, as well es in other 
parts of the Orient; as, for example, in Japan, where the 
Company maintained a factory for ten years, from 1613 to 1623, 
In the Persian Gulf, the Portuguese still had a monopoly and 
were strong, yet the British determined to go after that trade, 
too. Ships were sent out from Surat laden with Indian goods; 

| the Portuguese tried to stop them, but in the battle which 

| ensued they were decisively defeated, and the natives, in 


characteristic fashion, turned to the british. Ormuz, center 


*Ohilde - TREATISE ON THE BAST INDIA TRADE. Page o> 


ie ————E——_—— —— = ————— —e Se — 


<dito at as [few aa ,eredd sbatd eldatitorg yltigtd oft tot eteq 


‘Mett tedt totte on of bemioroted5 datéixd edd tey .ymotts 
fe5oo3 methal dttw mehef tewe mort tro tmes etew eqhié 


-fistemoo gxtesetoat caw seentesrd of hifweiaoll . ' 


grilles szew etehertt dots eft dotdw efet SLiw 


16> ve  ————— ae 


vedtil ,¢t To mottehmrot edt fa 
Bre otoot® eff ,sagolg yedt vomom to ave tacdw icing 
mitfetenoo ,eottimmoD to Ltomrod fosfed a vw? Sosenem de esgeet 
ve yIfauone mesos ,seettimmod AS hae ,ytugell ,tomreved # to | 
siifn etov tom dtob tervimevhA yteve dotsdw at ivttLatened ont 
featpizO O0°% yrevd »stv ,exooté etd of yLiamotdcoqord Sod 
ofta .ote ,eotev owt dtad at Btaq 008% :etov omo ted sfoote 
sdomw yd tod mt enmoo mo mea om pbolttee et oxfoost tart edt 
* ",05 ot ydaedtl Lewoe ae déed momietian® yreve dotiw 


A$ to etiga mt .yfthasts yleotese coyrodtic ev 


Moos ,estettg dettizt to seonteq sviter sdt of 

~-8int teoM ath to édylim edt yd tro beatw od o¢ } 
heerce esiat edt darof? .inalfoH to sclt edt .yteetsM tose ‘ 
etodaslfot edt stedw ahnalal sotqé edt davotdd sbiw ine toy 
~moo of Serattmoo aremoo-wen odd ,Sedatidates meed aitol Bed | 


oid otedw ,asqeb at ,elqusxe rot ,22 ;duottO odd to sfrag. 
SS8L of SL6L mort ,atesy met tot yrotost » Sertetaten 
baie ylogonom « Serf [{ttea eaorgetrol edt , tio) metaret off al 


dotdw olttad edt mt tod ,wedt cote of bofert aati iZ 
mt ,sevitenr off Bue ,betested yLovtetoes stew wae 


retmes ,sumrO ,dekticd edt of Beart otis’ « kt 


5 oped .acAr Lat PEAR OT 


30 


of the Portuguese trade in the region was destrayed, and in 1622 
they were driven out entirely from the trade they had woneduiicné 
so long. In 1654 they were compelled to own that the Sritish 
had a right to reside and trade anywhere that they chose in the 
Easte 

In the Red Sea, Captain Saris in the CLOVE with a 
firmen ( franchise ) from Constantinople, and Captain Thomas 
in the HECTOR ( with nothing much but a good imagination) bar- 
tered English goods for Indian cloth and calico to sell to the 
next ship they met. Their system was simple and effective; 
they held up merchant ships and from them "bought" anything they 
carried that was salable, at a price which the british captains 
fixed. | 

The tea trade with China was slower in developing, 
for it was not until 1667 that the first load of only 100 
pounds was brought from that country to inmgland. 

Although the Company agents were making the most of 
eny opportunity that presented itself, it was the spice trade | 
which they most coveted, and which they promoted by all pos- 
sible means, fair or foul, if any means are "foul" in trade, 
Perhaps the most successful of these schemes was that of usta 
the quarrels of native rulers to further Company interests by 
making alliances with them wherever the possibility appeared. 
The Company would then support the allied prince in his wars, | 
and collect a suitable reward for british services in the forn| 
of trading privileges, land for a factory, decreased duties, 


or whatever it was that was desired at that time in that par- | 
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ticular area, a method used later with even greater success in 
India. 

Although the founding of the british East India Com- 
pany was an indirect attack upon the colonial empire of Spain, 
“4+ led to an immediate maritime warfare with Holland and Portu-. 


gal and an ultimate world-wide rivalry with france. * 


Much has been written about the rivalry © 


Quarrels between England and Spain, especially in the days 
with the of Good Queen Bess; actually britain was faced ~ 
Dutch with another and far more formidable rival as it 


entered upon its career of over-seas expansion 


and trade in the early 17th century. this was the new Dutch 
state. At first the people of Imgland felt anxiety only about 


their fisheries in the North Sea, then they found themselves 
crowded out of Russia, next a Dutch treaty with the Hanse towns 
(1615) placed the Baltic trade almost completely in Dutch hands, 


Quite naturally, there grew up in the minds of the members of 

the british East India Company the determination that the East 
should tell an entirely different story, and that their fate 

_ should not be like that of the Muscovy and Eastland Companies, — 
whatever the means that they might have to use to save themselves. 


In 1602 the States General of Holland chartered a 


 * As Nolan ( HISTORY OF BRITISH EMPIRE IN INDIA AND THE EAST . 
Page 768 ) says :"His (Lancaster's) attack upon the Portuguese 
ecoeoeee Was in keeping with the spirit of the age, and the state 
of the nation. Every Inglish mariner and citizen, from the | 

time of the Armada, had taken upon himself, as far as in him 
lay, to avenge that outrage." Spain and Portugal were under the 


same crown at this time, and until 1640. 
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Dutch East India Company, in order to prevent the cut-throat 


competition of which I have already spoken, which threatened 

the very existence of their eastern trade. ‘he charter gave 

the Company monopoly of trade and practically sovereign powers” 
of government. Seven years later, to promote Company business, 
a Governor-General was sent out to the East, a capital was 
established on the western end of Java, st Batavia, with forti- 
fications, a protected harbor, supplies for inter-island trading 
voyages, 2s well as a factory. At about this same time the 
first Dutch factory in India was established at Pulicat, soon 
followed by one at Surat. The growing british company did aot 


look with any favor on this expansion, so it was not long be- 


fore hostilities resulted, and the two groups of traders were 
waging a bitter war, although their respective countries were | 
at peace. Sy 1618 the british had four times tried, unsuecess+ 
fully, to take batavia. The Dutch retaliated by seizing several 
smell islands that had been occupied by the british with native 
consent. A British fleet under Sir Thomas Dale was promptly 
sent to restore the balance of power in the bunda Archipelago. 
Meanwhile both companies were presenting long lists of erievan- 
ces against each other to their respective governments. to | 

| attempt to settle the differences, Dutch ambassadors accompanied 
by five representatives of the Dutch East India Company were | 


sent to London. They arrived December 7, 1618 and were re- 


 eeived by the king on the 20th. There was a great amount of 


bickering, but eventually the conference drew up a treaty 


which was accepted by the two governments. ‘The agreements | 
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1. Jaffnapatam 
2. Cochin 
3. vadras 
4. Pulicat 
5 Surat 
6. Cuttack 
7. Chinsurah 


Chief 
Dutch 
Settlements 
in India. 


looked perfectly good and reasonable in Europe. A Council of 
Defense was created, composed of equal numbers of Dutch and of 
English representatives; the british were to be allowed one-half 
the pepper trade and one-third that of the finer spices; each | 
nation was to keep ten armed ships always in eastern waters for 
the protection of factories and for convoying mercnantmen from 
one Indian port to another, 

The statesmen at home apparently made the treaty in 
all good faith, but they were not familiar with conditions in 
the Orient. The Dutch kept many more ships among the islands 
than the british did, so every time that there was a dispute, 
end there were many, they decided the question in their own 
favor, and even went so far as to refuse to admit the Sritish 
to their share of the trade until they had paid five-twelfths 
of the cost of all the fortificationé the Dutch had built in 
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The quarrel went from bad to worse, sggravated rather. 


than lessened by the treaty. In 1622 a joint expedition against 


Manilla resulted, not in taking the city, but in breaking up | 
the Council of Defense. The Dutch governor at once protested | 
to his directors that friendship with England meant ruin for 
the Company. The British certainly had even greater cause for | 
objecting to Dutch "friendship", for the latter had cost them 


expulsion from Pulo Roon and Lantore and from Bbamtam. When the 
fugitive Imglish factors tried to establish themselves at either 
_Pulicat or Masulipatam, they found that their rivals were too 
strong for them at both places. | 


It is easy to understand the attitude of King James, 


who railed at the Dutch embassy which was presenting their 


ease against his subjects before him: " You have taken away the 
| | 
goods of my subjects, have made war on, murdered, and mishandled 


them without once thinking of what you have enjoyed from this 


Crown, which has made and maintained you. (Rather a large 


statement, considering how little real help either #lizabeth or 
James had given them in their wars against Spain) You must give 
them satisfaction......I hold that you ought to show respect 
to my nation. You are speaking of that accord (1619), I decline 
to treat with you on even terms. You have in the Indies a man 
(the Governor-General, Jan Pietersz Coen) who well deserves to | 
be hanged. Your people over there represent everywhere your 
Prince of Orange as a great King and Lord, and hold me up as a 


|| 


little kinglet, as if I stood under him, thus misleading the | 


‘barbarian kings." * | * Edmundson-ANGLO=DUTCH RIVALRY.Page 78 
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At the capital of “Amboyna, in the ‘Moluccas, the © 


votch had a castle end 200 men, while the »ritish had a house | 
and 18 men; yet,(1623), the Dutch captured and tortured mem- 
bers of the british community until they " confessed" that they 
were conspiring to seize the fortress and kill its owners, | 
Then Captain Towerson with nine other Englishmen, nine Japanese, 
and a Portuguese sailor were executed for the "crime" and, to | 
add insult to injury, the Dutch had the supreme effrontery to 
provide a black pall for Captain Towerson and to charge the 
cost of it up to the british East India Company, 

When the news of "the massacre of Amboyna" reached | 
Europe, the English people were in a furore, demanding an im- | 
mediate vengeance, but since England was on the verge of her | 
Civil War, negotiations were entered into instead which amoun 
ted to nothing at the time, After this, the superiority of | 
the Dutch in the islands caused Britain to abandon, gradually, 


all of its factories in this region except a few in Sumatra. 


Withdrawal As they retired from this disputed region, 

of the they set up new establishments on the main- 
british from land. It is quite possible that they might 
the Islands have made a greater effort to retain the is- | 


land trade if it had not been for two cir- 
cumstances: first, that the emergency posta established on the 


continent of India soon began to show signs that they would 


* In 1605 the Portuguese settlement of amboyna, in the Moluccas, 
was seized by the Dutch, who then made it, for several years, | 
the headquarters of their eastern trade. or was later sup- | 
planted as capital by batavia, in Java. 
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eventually become more profitable than the earlier trade; second 


| 


to the fact that,toward the end of the century,a Dutch king 


came to the English throne (William of Orange, 1689) and used 


his influence to make the traders of his new kingdom complete 


their withdrawal from the islands in favor of his fellow- 
countrymen. 

There is no doubt that the mainland trade was rapidly 
outstripping the island trade in importance, as contemporary 
records testify. October 25, 1634, Thomas Joyce and Nathaniel 
Wyche wrote from Masulipatam concerning the value of the ben- 
| gali trade:"It yealdes good Store of white cloths at Cheape 
| Prices, such as is suitable for Imgland, Persia, and the South- 

wards. 
"Besides it yealdes good Store of exceeding good 


powder Sugar which costs not there above two pence halfe pen- 


ny the Inglish pound, with all charges Aboardecesseeces 
"Gumlacke uppon Stickes is there to be had very 
Cheape, and is much required, as well for Macassar and Persia 
as for Ingland,. 
"Silke may there be bought likewise yearely to a 
great Summe at 4 in 5 fanams the English Pound," * 


In 1665, Samuel Pepys recorded:"He and Sir Edmund 


Pooly carried me down into the hold of the India shipp, and | 
there did show mw the greatest wealth lie in confusion that a | 


*Letter quoted in the Hakluyt edition of the DIARY of Sir 
William Hedges. Vol. III, Page CLXXVIII,. 
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- man can see in the world. Pepper scattered through every chink, 


you trod upon &t; and in cloves and nutmegs I walked above the 
| knees: whole rooms full. And silk in bales, and boxes of cop- 
per-plate, one of which I saw opened......this,,,..was as noble 
a sight as ever I saw in my life." * 
The records of the Company tell the same story,al- 
though they speak in figures, rather than in words. # 
1667-68 ..2- To Surat......6 ships with goods and bullion to 
the value of...... 4 130,000 
To Fort St.George...H shipSe...e. & 75,000 
Tot Dantas. sects cee5 Ghipss.sess £40,000 
1668-69 .ceeeTO Surateccessccccveceete00 tons ships#75,900 
To Ft.St.Georgecssccce 5 ShHipSe cess -€103, 000 | 
| Te Dente seve des B Ships. ..+s.£ 35,000 
| :1671-72.....To Surat...sseeseeeeee 4 SHIDS...000€ 85,000 
| fo Ft.StGeorge.....2,000 tons......4160,000 | 
To Bamtam .c.eccvecee,800 tond....eeene record 
 -1672-73....To Surat ond Ft.St.George.........+..8157,700 
| To Bantamecscccsessecccoeceees nothing 
PEVS=76 .WoA TS Surad dies eteteeeS ships. ..i3.d 96,000 
To Ft. St.Georges.ssseee05 SNipSeesee04235,000 
To: Bantams ve oso seb oe 02450 tons. . sees & 58,000 


These figures are sufficent to show the trend of trade, as 


Sentam was the chief island port, Surat and St.George were on 


*Samual Pepys - DIARY. Date, November 17,1665. 

#List compiled from bruce - ANNALS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY 
FROM 3600 TO THE UNION OF THE LONDON AND ENGLISH COMPANIES. 
Pages 200 to 468. vol. II. 
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the mainland, 

| On the continent, the Dutch were also competitors of 

| the English. Samuel Pepys speaks of this rivalry:"Great talk of 
| the Dutch proclaiming themselves in India, Lords of the Southern 
| Seas, and denying traffick there to all ships but their own, 


upon pain of confiscation; which makes our merchants mad," * 
by 1664 (the year in which, on the other side of the 


| world, the british captured New Amsterdam) they had 19 factories 
on the mainland, on the Malabar and Coromandel coasts, in ben- 

| gal and Gujerat. ‘That they might have a halfway station for 

| their oriental trade, the Dutch had founded Cape Colony in 

Seuth Africa. To secure their Indian settlements, they had 
eaptured Jaffnapatam, last stronghold of the Portuguese in 
Ceylon, as well as every other Portuguese settlement in India 
south of Goa. 

The drain of European wars on Dutch man-power, however, 
caused such a shortage of both men and ships needed for the 
trade that their influence steadily fell off, although the 
large number of half-manned forts that they maintained kept 
alive a tradition of Dutch supremacy long after it had actually 
ceased to exist. As late as 1718, the british Company declared 
that the strength of the Dutch was equal to that of all other | 
European powers in the East combined, 


English factories in India were first 


Creation of established on the west coast. Master 
New Factories Hippon on the GLOBE sailed directly to the 


* Samuel Pepys - DIARY . Date, February 9, 1663. 
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The ambassador obeyed; and Purvez prepared to receive him in 
 sgstate.....--+2-e-He passed from the usual ceremonies required 


from ambassadors, and affected to treat Sir Thomas after the 


_ ginal dates " 1024 AH. 1615 A.D." Calcutta Gazette dates "In- 


‘Coromandel coast to subaiicak a new Pac of trade, but the | 
| pateh did not allow him to operate in their neighborhood, so he 
had to move on to the Malay peninsula and Siam, Then Captain 


best appeared at Surat where the Portuguese attempted to stop 
him from setting up any permanent establishment. Now factories 
| were en essential base for the storage of goods brought from 

| England and those collected from the natives until an exchange 
could be made, so the good captain defeated the Portuguese at 


Swally, gained recognition from the natives that his company 


"was an important corporation, then secured privileges from the 


court at Delhi, including the right to fix such a factory as no 


wanted at Surat. (1612) 


Three years later Sir Thomas Roe came as ambassador 
from King James I to the Great Mogul to formally ratify the 
treaty. "In the end of the autumn of the 1024 of the Higera * 


(A.D. 1615) Sir Thomas Roe, the English ambassador to the 
Court of Agra, arrived at brampour.........When the arrival of | 


Sir Thomas Roe was announced, by the proper officer, to the 


| prince, he sent him a polite message to come into his presence. 


manner of his own country. A firman was immediately issued, 


for a permission to an Inglish factory to settle at brampour. 


*Notice that the early writers do not fix the Higera as we do, 


at 622 A.D. Indeed there seems to be no uniformity about it, 


for Dow,translating the Persian of Ferischtah,says in his mar-_ 


telligence from the Sublime Court" as " 1198 A.H. 1784 A.D." 
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MuaTiney TUWitch she talaecader tec private cenference, te” | 
thank him for his presents. 

"The English ambassabor arrived at Ajmere. He was 
received by Jejangire with the utmost affability and politeness. 
| He even presented the ambassador with expressions of respect 
for his master, and felicitations to himself upon his safe 
arrival at court. ‘The presents given by the ambassador were 
agreeable to the emperor; but a fine coach sent by King Jemes 
pleased him most of all...........5ultan Churrum at the time 
was all powerful in the affairs of state. To him the ambassador 
applied as lord of Surat, to redress the grievances of the Eng- 
lish at that port. The prince was courteous, and promised fair; 
but he was an ememy to all Christians.....and most of all, an 
enemy to the English, The emperor's favour for the ambassador 
prevailed, in some measure, over the prince's prejudicesss..... 
In the month of January 1615, a firman was obtained for the 
establishment of a factory at Surat. But it was worded with 
caution, defective and circumscribed," * 

As the value of commodities stored in the factory at 
Surat increased, the place was strengthened little by little | 
until it became, in fact, a fort, and the agent with his clerks 


constituted a garrison. Even so, the Portuguese and the pirates 


* Ferischtah - HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN, translated from the 
Persian by Alexander Dow. Vol.II. Pages 49,50,51. 
This book is sometimes catalogued as Dow - History ete. although 


he is merely translator, not the author. | 
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-eonstently harassed them until the agent collected native "grabs" 


and "gallivants" which he placed under the command of volunteer 


officers of various titles, recruited from the merchant ships, 
and sent them out to patrol the Gulf of Cambay. From this small 
begining grew up the Indian army and the bombay marine, 

| In 1632 a factory was established at Masulipatam 
under a "golden firman" or grant from the King of Golconda. In 
1639 the Rajah of Chandragiri granted a tract of land to dir 
Francis Vay; the Company moved into it and built Fort St. George 
| around which grew up Madras, the first territorial possession 
of the british in India. These east coast factories were con- 
sidered of so little importance by the London offices, wtil 
the loss of the island trade made them invaluable, that the 
directors howled in protest at the wicked waste of meney which | 
ought to be spent in trade which would produce a PROFIT when | 
they learned that their agent had gone to the expense of a fort 
at Madras. 

If the factory at Madras was considered of little 

| worth, those in bengal were even less regarded. treat uncer- 
tainty exists about the actual begining of trade in this region. 
| because the Company records are most incomplete regarding it, 
avery clear indication of the scant interest that anybody in 


authority felt at first. In fact, Sir Thomas Roe wrote to the | 


Committee in December of 1616: "Whereas you write for new 


| factories, except the silkes of bengala require yt, which yet 
in my opinion is had cheeper at Agra......l am of the opinion 


dencies e sufficent," * 
* Hedges-Hakluyt e ition of aecosmabaiiate cae Page CLxx 
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And again sir Thomas wrote:"By my consent you shall 


no way ingage yourselves but at sea where you are like to gain 


as often as to lose...... It is the beggering of the Portugall, 


notwithstending his many rich residences and territories, that 
_he keepes soldiers that spend it.....He never profited by the 


| Indies since he defended them. Observe this well," * 


The opinion of Sir Thomas Roe seems to have been 


accepted as wise by the Company officers, for we must depend 


upon tradition for events in bengal during the next thirty-five 
yearse 


The older writers tell a highly moral tale of the 


origin of British trade in Bengal. It sounds so suspiciously 


of the same nature as our American "George Washington and his 
Little Hatchet" or "Marcus Whitman's Ride to Save Oregon" that 
most modern accounts reject it as false, without offering much 
of anything else as a substitute explanation. The old story, 
false though it may be, is really too good to pass by. # 
According to this story a Dr. Broughton went from 
Surat to Agra to save the life of the favorite daughter of the 
Shah Jehan. In true fairy-tale style, the grateful emperor 
offered the savior of his child any reward that he might desire 
and the patriotic physician asked nothing for himself, but did 


reauest trade privileges for his countrymen, As a result, a 


factory was established at Hugli and others through the Delta, 


* Frazer & BRITISH INDIA . Page 61. 
# See page 43 for the direct quotations which require more 
space than a regular footnote allows. 


Also Page 44 for extensive footnotes. 
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Footnotes. Early versions of the brovghton story. 


Major Stewart's HISTORY OF BENGAL quoted in the eee. edition 


of the DIARY OF SIR WILLIAM HEDGES, Vol, III. Page CLXIX 


"In the year of the Higire 1646 ( A.D. 1636-37), a daughter of 


the Emperor Shah Jehan, having been dreadfully burnt, by her 
clothes catching fire, an express was sent to Surat, through the 
recommendation of the vizier Assad Khan, to desire the assistance 


of an European surgeon. For this service the Council at Surat 
nominated Mir, Gabriel Broughton, surgeon of the ship HOPEWELL, 


who immediately proceeded to the emperor's camp, then in the 


Deccan, and had the good fortune to cure the young princess of 


the effects of her accident. Mr. Broughton, in consecuence, 


became a great favorite at Court; and having been desired to 


meme some reward, he, with that liberality which characterizes 


britons, sought not for private emolument; but solicited that 
his nation might have liberty to trade, free of all duties, to 
Bengal, and to establish factories in that country." 


The translation of dates from AH. to A.D. is Major Stewart's, 
not mine. So is the dating of the next extract that ofow, 
the translator. 


Ferischtah.HISTORY OF HINDUSTAN, translated by Alexander Dow and 


first published in imglish in 1772, "New edition" of 1813,Vol. Il, 


Page 190. 
‘The Persian history of Ferischtsah tells the story of the fire, 


but does not mention Vr. Broughton, although the date that he 


© al corresponds with the date of the actual visit of Ur. 


roughton to the Court at Agra. 


"A dreadful accident happened to his (Shah Jehan) eldest 
daughter, whom he loved above all his children, Returning one 
night from visiting her father to her own apartments in the 
harem, she unfortunately brushed with her clothes one of the | 


lamps which stood in the passage. Her clothes caught fire; and 
as her modesty, being within the hearing of men, would not per-. 


mit her to call for assistance, she was scorched in a terrible 


manner, AH.1053. AD. 1643 


There is no evidence to indicate that Major Stewart took any of 
his story from Ferischtah, although the Persian history is a 


little older. The legend appears to have been current in the 
countr&ay and generally accepted as fact as late as 1897,since 
it is told as fact by Frazer-british India-Page 39, and Nolan- 
History of british Empire in India-Page 13 Vol.II, as well as 


by many other older historians. They disagree as to dates. 
Stewart says...Sbroughton's mission 1636..actory at Hugli 1640 
Dr.Cook Taylor. 7 . 1636... . , 1636 
a 3 ~ 1645... n % Ls 1651 
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If one does not care to accept the Broughton story, 
there are other o1d tales available. 


Hedges-DIARY-Vol.EEE . Page CLXXVII. Guoting a letter from John 
_Poule to Ralph Cartwright at Ballasore. July 17, 1633. | 


"Thdbse Portingalls whilome expelled from Hugly hath found 

greate favor with Shawgahen (ie. Shah Jehan) and reentered that 
place to the number of 20 persones hows Cavidall (ie. whose capi- 
tal) for their commensing A new investment is the third part of 
there goodes formerly cessed on ( ie. seized on) which with large 
priveliges and tashareefes (ie. complimentary presents) with | 
honor, the kinge hath bestowed on them so that our expectation 
(of ?)Hugly is frustrayt and I feare likwise Pippely will (not ?) 
be obtained being A convenient Randyvoes of theliee 23." 


Or take the account the Hakluyt edition of Hedges gives on page 
CLXXVI, Vol. III, based on William Bruton's "Newes from the East 


Indies, or a Voyage to Kengali...Written by William Bruton..... 


now lately come home in the good ship HOPEWEL of London....... 
Imprinted at London by I. Okes, 1638, 


"A party of eight set sail from Masulapatem April 6,1632 (3) 
and on April 21 anchored before a town called Harssapore. Set 
upon by the Portuguese master of a frigate with town rabble, but 
they were rescued by the viceroy there. ‘They then had an au- 
dience with the Nawab at Malcandy near Cuttack and secured leave 
to trade in Orissa. The party established a factory at Harharra- 
pore and while some remained there to build, Ralph Cartwright 
went on to Salasore," 


Account of the rkse of Balasore by Mr. Walter Clavell, written 
for Streynsham Master's information in 1678. Quoted in Hedges, | 
Vol. III, Page CLXXXI, | 


" Ballasore begunn to be a noted place when the Portuguez were 
beaten out of Angelin by the Moores, about the yeare 1636, at 
which time the trade began to decay at Pipley and to have a 
diminution in other places of these parts; and the barr opening, 
end the River appearing better than was imagined, the Inglish | 
end Danes endeavoured to settle factories here, to be out of | 
the troubles the Portuguez gave to the other nations and had 
themselves." 
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Text continued from page 42, 


wherever there was a strategic point for trading, and ships 


went there regularly thereafter. Incidentally, it was here 


that the british East India Company first established that 
civil and military power which eventually came to overshadow 
its trading function and which created the Empire of India, 

Even after Hugli was established as a british fac- 
tory, it was long before Company ships began to ascend the river 
from the roadsteads in the bay, nor does this appear to have 
been done to any great extent until Hugli was more or less 
superseded by Calcutta. At first the lading for ships was 
brought down the stream by native craft to balasore,. 

This factory appears to have been founded by Ralph 


| 
Cartwright during the 1630's under a grant from the Great 
Mogul, who became angry at the Portuguese and expelled them 
from the region, * then gave the British permission to trade 
there on condition that they should not go farther inland than 
Pippli in Orissa. Balasore's existence was most precarious 
until 1650 when the Nawab of bengal confirmed its privileges. 
Kasimbazar, called in the 01d records and maps "Castle 
Bazar", was occupied about 1658. During the late 1680's, the 
Mogul Aurangzeb was away fighting in southern India. While 
his back was turned, the Nawab of Bengal condemned the factory! 


at Kasimbazar to confiscation and oppressed Hugli so that the > 


agent, Job Charnovk, abandoned it and withdrew to sSutanati, | 
* See footnotes on page 44, 
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(later called Calcutta). The Honorable Company decided that the 


Bengali trade did not justify the trouble and expense of meinthin- 
ing factories in that region under such unfavorable circumstances 
so, in 1688, all servants of the Company with its goods were | 
embarked on the RESOLUTION and taken to balasore . However, in 


two years the Company secured en imperial firman renewing all of 
their rights of trade, and Charnock made a private bargain with 
the new Nawab (the 014 one had died rather suddenly, at a most | 
convenient time) guaranteeing all the o1d arrangements. 

It waé aquite clear to Charnock that the power of the | 
Mogul emperor was crumbling so that in the future the Company 


must be able to fight for its rights against various foes, so 


— 


instead of re-establishing the 014 capital at iugli, he fortifie 


a new one at Calcutta, which was a location much more esaily 


defended. ‘the trade value of Ualcutta was very greatly increased 
i] 
by the privilege granted the Company of introducing and convey-_ 


ing goods into and through bengal duty free, This privilege was 
granted to the british by the Freroksere as a reward to a second 
noble English physician, Hamilton, whose skill had saved the 


ruler's life, end who, like broughton long before, asked nothing 


for himself but trade rights for his countrymen, (It is possible 
that the broughton story was suggested by this Hamilton affair, | 
which is still accepted as fact.) | 


: I 
Meanwhile the Company had been having its difficulties 


on the western coast; a combination of Maratha raids, Maratha 
end Mogul piracy, and a revolt led by one of their own council _ 


| 
members, (Keigwin's rebellion), Appointment of Sir John Child | 
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2. Surat 

3. Bombay 

4, Calicut 

5. Fort St. David 
6. #ort St. George 
7, Calcutta 

8. Hugli 

9. Kasimbazar 
10.Cambay 

11.%0g0 
12.Masulipatam 
13.balasore 
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| as admiral and captain-general saved the situation. supported 

in his action by Sir Josiah Child, who was chief stock-holder * 

of the Company in London, he removed the capital from surat to. 

bombay, which had come into Company possession in 1665;#he 

carried on a vigorous and merciless campaign against interlopers, 
| 


and was no less active in handling Maratha and Mogul raiders 
and pirates. 
but while the british Hast India Company was growing | 


in influence and trade in the East, its path was not exactly 


one of roses at home; or if it was, they were exceedingly 


thorny specimens that line@ it. for the first century, at least 


* Most of the earlier writers say that Josiah and John Child 
were brothers, even so dependable a historian as Sir W.W.Hunter 
makes this statement, but the Cambridge History of India says | 
that they were not even related, the name was mere coincidence, 
#Ceded to King Charles by Portugal as a part of the Infanta 
Catherine's dowry, by him made over to the Company in considera- 
tion of an annual rental of £10. 


4 Sheee caer anal Able elt | 


bev (ad 
atoens ltte& 
e8ktial nt 


hettocert .nottasrtte edt Bevae Ietenen-atestqeos bas farimba 6 | 
* teffod-toote tetdo eaw onfw ,bf{tdv deteot «te yd mottos etd 2 a 


ot tetec mort Istiqeo edt bevomet od ,mobmod at ymeqmod ont 9 
omt:é3af mt motesensog yiteqmod otmt semoo bad dotdw .y = 
wrogoltetat tentans mataqmeo sseltotem bas evotopiv s 0 bet 


eteiiet IoygoM Sus adtatel antiboed at evitos easel om saw ! 
seotentg f 
autworn sew yasqmod atial tee dettiacu edt olidw tot on j 
vitesxe tox. saw dtaq etf ,tesi edt at obert Sue eoneultat He 
yiamtbesoxs etew yedt ,saaw tf Ti to ;emod te senot to em oO 
peel ts ,yrotmeo tetit eft roi .tt Boatl tad? caomtoogy tated 


SCA a et bee deteot tedt yee atetianw tretizae ett to 


etaatal edt to treq 2 oe Isirtcol yf selena? Baki 
stohieroo mt yaeqmo) edt ot teve ehem mid yd , 
OL % To istnet Lecce 


48 


woh : eS aS on a | 


it had to fight constantly for its very existence, ‘here was | 


opposition to the Company almost from the beginning, it was 
constantly subject to attack by economic theorists, by british 
manufacturers, by political opponents, and by rival traders, 
known as"interlopers", who assailed the privileges of the 
british Hast India Company before Parliament and defied them 
in the East, in both places asserting their rights as smglish- 


men to try their luck in the Hast India trade and to conduct 


it on their own terms, 


One of the first grounds for opposition 


Opposition to was based en the mercantile theory presented 
the Company by Richard of Aylesbury in the 14th cen- 
Political tury, that bullion ought not to be exported 


from the country. As a result, after the. 

! 
very first voyage the Company was required to bring into the | 
yealm as much gold and silver as they took out of it, although 


they did manage to secure the right to re-export any foreign 


pullion that they had brought in. In vain the supporters of 
the Company argued that the export of precious metals was | 
justified by the fact that, since spices were obtained with 
less outlay than when they were secured through foreign 

middlemen, and since all coin exported was indirectly brought 


back many times over by the sale of Indian goods in other 


parts of Europe, actually no decrease in the enount of gold 
end silver in England occurred. The followers of the economic 
theory of Richard of Aylesbury were too strong in Parliament 
for the Company, an@ the check on their exportation of ert 
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remained effective. 


Another argument that carried great weight in the 
dape whew Eicland Still lived an fear of a new attack by Spain, | 
another Armada, was that, at best, the ships were gone so long | 
and were so far from home that if an emergency should again 
arise, as it had in 1588, they would not be available for the 
defense of the realm; and at worst, the dangers of the voyage 
were so great that many good English ones and lives were sure 
to be lost. The Company attempted to meet this argument, as | 


far as possible, by establishing a fund for the support of 


widows and minor orphans of men lost in its service. It could | 
not deny that many were lost. Also, in 1649, the Company lent 
the commissioners of the navy the sum of £4,900, with the tacit 
understanding that it should not be repaid unless it was per- 


fectly convenient for the nation to do so. 


Along the same line was the objection that the Com- | 
pany was destroying the invaluable timber of the country by | 
building "excedingly great ships", and this timber was needed 


that in 1624, when the Portuguese were preparing a fleet to | 
attack the British in the East, and the Company was preparing | 
a soquadron of seven new ships to meet them, the Duke of Buck- | 
ingham, Lord High Admiral, got an embargo from Parliament 
forbidding these ships to sail until he had been paid £10,000 
for the buying of ships, the money supposed to be the govern- 
ment share of the loot taken at Ormuz. 


Still another objection was that the Company did not 
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promote the sale of british goods, since ingland produced very 
little that was wanted by the southern trade, 
‘Opposition to This objection forced the Company to attempt 


i the Company anew to find the northwest passage, because it 
Commercial was felt that the northern trade that must 


develop then would use british woolens. ‘this | 


attempt immediately brought them afoul the Muscovy Company who 


Claimed prior rights in all northern trade, so the voyage of 
exploration was conducted under the joint management of the two 
companies, but it failed as all earlier expeditions for the 

same purpose had failed, After this, the East India Company 

| devoted all of its efforts to the development of its trade by 
way of the "Cape of Bona Esperansa", as its records of the 


period name Good Hope. 
| 


A formal protest and complaint against the UCompany 
presented to the Commissioners of Trade in 1622 has a strangely 
| 


modern sound: because they failed to promote the sale of ing- | 


lish cloth abroad, there was a business depression and wide- 


spread unemployment throughout the country; the Company fixed 
prices so that goods were "over deare", they limited the trade 
so that the number of persons who were engaged in it, or who 


were permitted to do so, was "of too small a momber to manage | 
the same"; that, since the Company paid for so much of its 


merchandise by bullion "a greater Scarcitie is now in this our. 


kingdom than hathbeen in former times", This complaint was | 


carefully examined by the Commissioners, witnesses were called, 


accounts were studied, but they found that the Company should 
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be continued for the good of the kingdom. However, such dif- _ 
ficulties kept the Company in an experimental stafe wntil after 
the Restoration. 

Probably the most dangerous commercial opposition 
to the Company came from "The Assada Merchants", an association 
of interlopers headed by Sir William Courten, who succeeded in 
obtaining a charter from King Charles EZ in 1635 which granted 
them the right to trade to Goa and other ports where the british 
East India Company had no factories established. This group 
had sufficent financial backing so that they were able to make 
loans to the king, to send out well equipped ventures to the 
East, and to establish a factory of their own in Madagascar. 
They might have become a real challenge to the supremacy of 
the Company in the East if they had not oquarreled so much among 
themselves that by 1650 they were glad to wmite with the older 
company. bruce did not give them credit for being honest 
traders for he declared before Parliament :"During the reign 
of the unfortunate Charles I,.......the Dutch power became 
predominant in the East Indies and the king, from his want of | 
resources, grented licenses to his own subjects (Courten and | 


others) to make encroachments on the Company's trade....these 


adventurers......from temptations to return with some propor- 
tion of gain......mingled trade with piracy." * Dangerous 
rivals as they were, they were probably no less honest than 


the East India captains. 


* John bruce in his speech before Parliament in 1813 when the | 
question of renewing the Company charter was being discussed, 
Recorded in PAMPHLETEER, Vol. II. Page 446, 
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The Company During the Protectorate 
With the fall of the monarchy, the new government 


was not inclined to favor the company which had secured its 
exclusive privileges from kings; and, moreomwer, the royalists 
had fitted out numerous privateers to prey on british commerce, 
an example that the French, Dutch, and Spanish soon followed.* 


The one thing that could be presented as a reason why the Com- 


_ ‘pany should be permitted to operate at all under the new regime 
| was the fact that it had refused to lend money to the king in | 
1629 so, although it was a royal creation, it might not be en- 

| tirely royalist in its sympathies. Accordingly it was allowed to 
| continue, although the Council of State did open the trade to 


gall British citizens equally. Unfortunately, the new government 


found that it was not able to protect the trade against its ene- 


mies, and the old Company was not going to protect any ships 


but its own.* 


Cromwell became so disgusted with the whole affair | 
that he prepared to sell out the trade, root and branch, to the 
Dutch. The Dutch were anticipating some such move as a letter 


* Letter to Jongestall, the Dutch ambassador in Mngland{ Given 
in Thurloe's COLLECTION OF STATE PAPERS, Vol. I. Page 573)tells 
something of the situation."It is propounded in the assembly to 
agree once more for the raising of the two hundredth penny for. 
the year 1654, for the building of thirty new frigates more. 
Yesterday..the commander of the five East India ships, assisted 
with four commissioners of that Company, made report to their 
lordships of the constitution of affairs in the Hast Indies, 
giving hopes that they shall in a short time have turned the | 
Inglish out of the Indies, as being of no consideration at pre- 
sent, having only thirteen or fifteen ships of twenty guns each." 
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New Privileges 
| Secured 


sterdam have advice that the lord protector will dissolve the 
East India Company at London, and declare the navigation and 


" commerce to the Indies to be free and open" * 


Apparently a sufficent offer was not forthcoming, or 


gomething happened to alter his intention, for the dissolution 


and sale was never carried out. Instead hostility to the Dutch 
steadily increased as the Protectorate showed itself ever less 
able to prevent their depredations on independent commerce and 
the East India Company, which alone seemed able to carry on in 
spite of them, threatened to sell all of its rights and pro- | 
perties to the highest bidder, regardless of nationality, unless 


the government did away with independent trading in competition 


with them. ‘the Lord Protector made the best of a bad situation, 


and chose to forget that the Company was essentially royalist 


as he made treaties with Holland and Portugal that were greatly 
to its advantage. by the treaty with Portugal\, the right of | 
Englishmen to trade in any Portuguese port 
was conceded. sy the treaty with the Dutch, 
Cromwell secured an indemnity payment of 
& 85,000 for the massacre at Amboyna and the consequent loss of 
trade, ‘There was a dispute among the stock-holders about how 
this indemnity should be divided, so Cromwell borrowed €50,000 


of it end demanded another 210,000 to pay Admiral Blake's 


* Dated January 15, 1655. Recorded in Thurloe's"State Papers" 
Yol. III, Page 80. 
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guccesses, 
In 1657 the union of the "Company of Mergvhant Ad- 


venturers", which had been the most prominent of the rival | 
traders springing up under the encouragement of the Council of. 
State, with the British East India Company led to the grant of 
a new charter to the latter. ‘there is no known copy of this | 
charter extant, so the exact details are uncertain, but records 
indicate that it not only confirmed all the rights and privi- | 
leges that had been held under Hlizabeth and the Stuarts, but 
added permission for it to "fortify and plant" in any of its 
factories, a permission which clearly implied civil and euiszaty 
authority.* At the same time, the Company became a complete | 
joint-stock organization with a single common capital which 

was indivisible among the proprietors as long as the corporatton 


should last. As a result of this reorganization, new stock | 


amounting to more than £700,000 was subscribed for, much more 


than the Company could use immediately for its business, so it| 


went on with greatly increased vigor. 


the Company After the Restoration 

The Restoration found Charles II genuinely interested 
in the prosperity of the Hast India trade. He became a stock- 
holder in the Company and not only received his dividends but 
also graciously accepted "gifts" from Sir Josiah Child, the 
leader in directing the affairs of the Company, amounting,in 
+ Ilbert- GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. Page 17 | 
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the 25 years of his reign, to more than 4300,000. As a "thank © 


you" for these gifts, the king ceded bombay to the Uompany in. 


consideration of an annual rental of RIO. This port had been 
settled by the Portuguese in 1532, held by Spain inl661, and 
at length became a part of the Infanta Catherine's dowry when 
she married Charles II. However, the Portuguese traders re- | 
fused to admit the new owners to the city and it had to be 
besieged with heavy losses on both sides before the transfer | 


was completed, * | 
The Company did not recognize the value of their ac-_ 


| 
quisition when the king handed it over to them. Pepys wrote | 
in his diary :".......it being.......but a poor place,and not 
really so as was described to our King in the draught of it, but 


a poor little island; whereas they made the King and Lord 


Chancellor, and other learned men about the King, believe that | 
that end other islands which are near to it were all in one 
piece." xt 

At the same time that Pepys wrote, others found it 
unimportant from the point of population; it was inhabited by 
about 10,000 natives, a few Portuguese, end fewer Mmglishmen, 
At first the Company used it merely as a military station for 
training two or three companies of native troops wider Sritish | 
officers, but the protection afforded by thebr being there 
induced native cotton spinners, weavers, and traders to migrate 


there from the mainland, so that in a few years the Indian 


* Samuel Pepys - DIARY, May 15, 1663. 


is 


staraim ot atehert Bas ,etevsew ,atenmatge mottoo eviten 5 


ee aol 


iokda™ gle? 600. 300R aoe oe ; to exsey 
at yreqmol eft o¢ yedmod Beboo arbf edt ,sttis by scales 
meed Berl frog ett! ,OL% to Iatmot Lenn ms to not 
fae ,f30int ategt yo Blod ,SS8l at eseradirol edd yd 
redw ytwob s'entrodte) stnetal off To Pteq a emeced . 
-ot erehatt ecergotzol edt ,revewoH .II esfrsdy betriem ® 
ed ot bed 4 Bae ytto ent of stemro wom edd finds 
aetenett eit exroted asebte dtod mo seescol yvsed dtiw 59. | 
* .Setefgmos cow | 

~o thedd to exlev edt estmgooet tom SEB yomgmoD eff 
otomw aygel .modd ot revo tt bobued anti edt sedw motttatep 
tom Bue,coelg toog a tud.......ankod thes sooo"? Yrsth etd - 
qd ,ti to tiycetS edt at aati awo ot bodtroveb saw se 08 yiteer 
frod fire arti edt shan yout esesoxedw ;inelst eftttl s00g 

tedt evetied ,_mti edt trodes mom bemreel tedto bas .t0 20 
eno at [fs etew tt ot te0t sta dotdw ebaatet tedto bie ; + | 

Rye sooste. 
ti Bacret etedto .stotw aygel tadd omtt omee odt FA +e 
vd De¢idedct saw tt :nxotieLeqed to tateg eft mort F 
ttomedes Bin cit tewol bas ,saegastrot wet a ,seviter 000,0L tu 


- @ << & 


4 


dettixa tebos eqoortt ovitern to eestmeqmos eordt to ows 
otedt anted s&4edt yc bebtotta mottoetorq edt tad 


# 
“_ = 
“a 


uethal edt eteoy wots st tedt oe ,Sueintam out ma =I 
oi eae a 3 j 


500k ,2f yak HAIG - - auger f pe | 
v ave 
ae 


56 


century it was the chief market in the country. 
To express his gratitude for the generosity 


New Charter shown him by the Company, end in expectation of 


Granted favors yet to come, King Charles granted a new 
1668 charter with greater privileges than ever. ‘The 


Crown specifically renounced its right to give 
licenses to british subjects to trade in the Orient without 
the consent of the Company. It empowered them to hold courts 
of justice for the trial and punishment of its servants in 
India, to send ships of war for their defence, to build forts | 
and maintain an army, to declare peace or war with any heathen | 


nation, to declare martial law when necessary, and to export 


bullion without a license. * T+ 45 significant of the extent | 
of of the power held at this time that when Madras became an | 
incorporated town, with mayor end aldermen, its charter was 
granted by the Company, not by the Crown, 

At this time, the king created "The Couneil 


Councils of of Trade" of 62 members, and the "Council of 

Trade ahd foreign Plantations" of 48 members, as boards | 
Foreign of experts, made up of stock-holders in all the 
Plantations great trading companies, to give advice on all 


matters concerning the advancement of british | 
trade, and to see that articles which would promote trade were _ 


inserted in all treaties which should be made. ‘these boards 


* 
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lasted for only five years but after their abolition their work 
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The Indian princes were as generous to 


Privileges the Company, in granting special privileges, 
Granted by as was the british Crown, Sir Josiah Child 

| 
Native Rulers listed them in a "Treatise on the East India. 
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Trade" which he published in 1681. 
Liberty of coining money.........which passeth currant in all 
of the King of Gulconda's Countreys. 
We are Custom-free in almost all places, and in some where 
the Dutch and all other Nations pay a constant Custom; 
particularly in all places of the say of Bengall, and up 
the great River of Ganges, 
At Fort St. George and bombay we have a right and do Impose 
a Custom upon the Natives, end all other Nations, 
In the Empire of Persia are Custom-free and have yearly 
from the Emperor....above 3,000 per annum, in lieu of half 
the Custom of his own People and all other Nations that | 
trade thither. 
At Bantam we are at a set rate of 4,000 Dollars per annw, | 
for all our Customs, tho we increase our ‘rade never so much. 
In most Places in India, we are in effect our own law-maker# 
and can arrest and imprison any Natives that deal with us, 
or owe us Money; and can inflict corporal punishments upon 
them (without control of eny of the Native or Moor Gover- 
nours) till they pay us or do us right. 


All our Black Servants there........and all others imployed 
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by us, or trading with us, are free and rr a 


jurisdiction of the Natives and other Governours, | 
8. We are in all Places free in our Persons and Goods, and el | 
imployed or priviledged by us, from all Inland Customs and 
Duties, in the Towns and Provinces we pass or bring our | 
Goods thorow: which are very great in those Countreys, and | 


are paid by the Natives." * 


From the beginning the Company had insisted 


| Change in that it was contrary to their policy to main- 
| Policy of tain garrisons or to wage wars in India; every 
| the Company capital had been founded in direct opposition | 


to their will; Day had been discredited for | 
puilding Fort St. George; Hombay had been taken over from the | 


king only under the pressure of politics; the establishment at | 
Calcutta was accepted only because they could not help it. then, 


during the 1680's a marked change may be noted in their attitude, 


possibly due to the influence of Sir Josiah Child, who was not 


only Director of the Company from 1677 to 1699, but who was 1 do 
during this period, its largest single stock-holder,. He seems. 
to have been able to control the votes of several other stock-_ 
holders so that his will was law in the home offices of the | 
Company, although there is no possible doubt that many of the | 
minority stock-holders souirmed in helpless wrath under his 


dictatorship, and regarded the machinations of his personal, 


commercial, and political rival, Sir Thomas Papillon, as the 


* Sir Josiah Child * TREATISE ON THE EAST INDIA TRADE. Pages 
34,35. | 
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judgment of God against him, He that a a Ta aT 


most certainly was as is proved by several excerpts from let- | 
i] 


ters of the Court of Directors to their Indian representatives. 

| July 2, 1684. "Though our business is only trade and security, 
not conquest which the Dutch have aimed at, we dare not trade 

| poldly, nor leave great stocks......where we have not the security 


| ef a fort," .* 


Of course this may have been due to the depredations 
of the interlopers who were especially active at the time, or 
to fear of the Dutch, who were certainly not at all popular | 
| with the Company at any time; but two years later they wrote | 
again, or Sir Josiah himself did, to rort St. George. 

October 22, 1686. "We do think it is an excellent station for 
our affairs, to have one fort in every prince's dominion with | 
whose subjects we trade." * | 
December 12, 1687. "Establish such a Politie of civil and 

| military power, and create and secure such a large revenue as 
may be the foundation of a large, well-grounded, sure English 
dominion in India for all time to come." * | 
August 27, 1688. "We would have you do no wrong or violence td 
any in emity with us" (which is non-committal enough, since 
about the only ones with whom they were in amity just then were 
their own servants and the native princes under their influence ).* 


September 11, 1689. This letter is addressed to Sir John Child 
in Bombey and is written with the exceptional frenkmess that 


* Hunter - A HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. Page 169. | 
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might have been expected had dir John been brother to sir 


Josiah, as was formerly believed * but that is surprising 


when written as official correspondence. " The increase of our 


revenue is the subject of our care, eas much as our trade, 'tis. 
that must maintain our force when twenty accidents may inter- 


rupt our trade; 'tis that must make us a nation in India. With- 


out that we are but a great number of interlopers, united by 


His Majesty's royal charter, fit only to trade where nobody of 
power thinks it their interest to prevent us. And upon this 


account it is that the wise Dutch, in all their general advices 
that we have seen, write ten paragraphs concerning their govern- 


ment, their civil and military policy, warfare, end the increase 


of their revenue, for one paragraph they write concerning trede,"# 
All of these letters show a very strong leaning toward 
acquisition of sovereign rights in India, instead of being 
satisfied with the establishment of factories as formerly, but 
the actual carrying out of this new policy was left to a later 
date and a man as yet unborn. =r_1 
The friendship of kings did not prevent 


eriou osition to the Company's activities from those who 


* Hunter calls them brothers, but The Cambridge HISTORY OF 
INDIA, Vol.V, page 102, says "It has been generally stated 
that the two Childs were brothers; but tir. Oliver Strachey 
has show that this is not the case.(Keigwin's Rebellion.Pp.20,16°)" 
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did not share in its profits. ‘he 01d argument against the 
| exportation of bullion was revived with the 


| 
| 
} 


Renewed additional charge that it was ecsusing a 
Opposition to shortage of capital at home, needed to | 
the Company develop the resources of the country, to 
and Arguments improve industry and transportation, so that 
jn Favor of it all money invested in the eastern trade, | 


even bullion was not actually shipped out 


of the country, was a misdirection of capital. 
The answer to that, according to Child, was:" I am of 
the opinion that Silver and Gold, coined or uncoined, tho they 


are used for a Measure of all other things, are no less a Uom- 


i} 


modity than Wine, Oyl, Cloth, or Stuffs; and may in many Vases 


be exported as much to National advantage as mat any other Uom- 
modity." * 


to the old argument that the eastern trade opened 


little or no market for british goods, the opponents add that 
it brought in little of value to the country since silks, 
spices, and drugs could be procured just as well through the 
Levant Company, toward which very little hostility was shown 
by the people. ‘to be sure, saltpeter for the making of gun- 
powder was brought in by the East India Company, but its foes 
claimed that this too could be secured just as well from some 


other source, slthough they were never ready to say just what 


that other source was. 


*Child * TREATISE ON THE EAST INDIA TRADE , Page 4. | 
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"This Trade alone furnisheth us with saltpeter, a - | 
Commodity so necessary, that in the late King's time the Nation 
suffered greatly by want of it." * | 

"Most of the Hast-India Commodities.....if the trade 
of the East-Indies were not in tnglish hands ...... would come 
in from Hollend with this difference only; then we shopld pay 
as much for pepperee.eeee--eas we do now for Nutmegs, Cloves, | 
Mace, Cinnamon......tho the two last are cheaper at the tarsal 
of their Growth than Pepper is at bantam, but enhaunced to that 
price by the Dutch, having the sole ‘trade for them." # 

"England hath already the principal ‘trade of Woolen 
Menufactures......bdut throughout Christendom there are more 
Men and Women imployed in silk manufactures than in Woolen. eoee 
and I am credibly informed that the number of families sinenel 
imployed therein in sngland © goth amount to above 40,000. 
Now what should hinder, but thateccccccccccsceee- this Nation 
may treble that number.......eSince the East India Company 
have of late years found a way of bringing in Raw Silk into 
the Kingdom, cheper than it can be afforded in Lurkey, France, | 
Spain, Italy, or any other place where it is made....." (-) | 

"This Trade pays his Majesty about £60,000 per 
Annum Custom; and carries out of the Kingdom yearly, about 
260 or £70,000 in Lead, Tin, Cloth, Stuffs, and other Com- 
modities of the production and Manufacture of England...What 
* Child - TREATISE ON THE EAST INDIA TRADE. Page 6 
# Idem . Page 7 


@ Silk weaving introduced into Englan@ by a Mr. Burlimach at th 
end of the reign of James I or at the beginning of that of Chas 


e . 
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(-) Child. Page 8 


i 


I.#2nd9 to tant to softentaed ed 


Jemco Sivow ...,.. aimed dottent st tom erow eotinl-tasd eft Yo 


Jneostg odd te tegeedo eta teal owt edt ofd..... moment? 2008 
fed? ot beommerine tod metas ta at roqgget madt diwor ttodt to 


tia 
a sxeleq?ias diiw an dvedelaw? enols eheq? elit” 7"? | 
oltte ent emtt has otal eft at tadt .ytaesener of vt tomo 
* ".$t to taaw yd base Sorevtee 


ae : 
fart odt Th. .- 6 80L¢ Lfommpy sliial-teai edt to teow ~ Sein, 


yveq Bigode ow modt ;yino eomeretithb eldt die Buel tok mort at | 
~2avold ,cacatimn tot wom o5 ew OBereeceevee tOCtog rot Horm a5 


= “.medt tot ehatt efoe edt antvad wtotet ont 7 cone 
H9Loo" to sist? Isctoning oft yheotfa dtad Sualfani" 
etom eta erterdt nobned@tad Jrvodawoudtt tid... .20urtostamai 
eseetolooW at merit seuss tenet ifte at hevolqat Ste mow San oem, 
vheetle eetfiaei to redeem ‘oft tact Domrotat vid tbehe mas I bas : 
.090,02 evoda ot tarome dtob % brefemi af atetedt bevolamt 


MOLPBSE SEAT ccccccsecccsssccetant td .rebetd bivode tedw won | 
yeweqmo athnl taafi oft oomte........t9dmum tedt older? yom 
ott XLfC wafl at gafanicd to yew a Borrot eTsey evel to ovad ' 
e20neTL ,.yorrel ot befrotie ed meo ti sedé teqerio emohyaty edt 
(-) ",....9ham et +t etedw eoslq tedio yaa to eviedl etthege 
t9q 000,00% tuoda yteoteM etd eyeq ehaxt cidt” _ 
tvode ,yltacy mofgat® exe to tro eeittes Sas imovesO smircuck 
-mo0 zedto ine ,etiot@ ,dtofd at? Ased at 000 09% to 09d 
| Sed... fee lne Lo surton tuned Sas sotterdorg ext to babs . 


a eneT CAST AICHE TRAT GET HO 
t te doantincd ,oN a yd a ig Seombottat 


63 


we send to the East Indies of owr own manufactures would not be 


sent at all, if the Inglish Nation were deprived of the Trade."* 


"The Company have lately got an Intrance into the 


Trade of Couchin-China and China: and have for a few years past: 


settled Factories in three Ports thereof.......without reaping | 
any Profit thereby.......which they did and continue to dow... 
out of a Zeal they have to promote the Consumption of our | 
Woolen Manufactures, in a Climate not altogether so hot as most 
parts of India are." # | 

Another serious charge was that they had sent artifi- 


cers to India to teach the natives how to make designs in tex- 


tiles that would be wanted in Imgland, so that large quantities 
of fabrics were imported which took the place of home manufac- | 
tured goods and brought the British weaver into competition with 
"cheap foreign labor", (And today we find India protesting that 
Manchester cottons in Indian designs are replacing the native 
goods, ) 

"The importation of silks and of bengals.....was pro- 
nounced to be a curse to the country. The effect of the growing 
taste for such frippery was that our gold and silver went abroad, 
and that much excellent English drapery lay in our warehouses 
till it was devoured by the moths........Was it not a shame to 
see a gentleman, whose ancestors had worn nothing but stuffs 


made by English workmen out of English fleeces, flaunting in a | 


* Child - TREATISE ON THE EAST INDIA TRADE, Page 8. 
# Idem. Page 9 
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calico shirt and a pair of silk stockings from Mioorshedabad?" + 


"Instead of green say that was wont to be used for 
childgwen's frocks, is now used painted and Indian stained and 
striped calicoes; instead of perpetuana or shaloon to line men's 
coats with is used sometimes a glazened calico and sometimes a 
bengal." # 

The answers to these objections to the trade are | 


_ strong. "The common Argument for prohibiting Foreign Wares is, 


That Bringing in. and Consuming such Foreign Commodities, hin- 


ders the Making and Consuming the like sort of Goods of our 


Native Make and Growth.....but this is a mistaken reason, and 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ariseth by not considering what it is that Occasions Trade. It. 
is not Necessity that causeth Consumption......but it is the 
Wents of the Mind, Fashion, and the Vesire of Novelties, and | 


Things scarce that causeth Trade." *2 


| 
"Above four fifths Parts of the Commodities Imported 

| 
by this Trade, are again Exported into Forraign Parts; ecosccee 


by the Returns of which, more than Treble the Bullion is In- 


ported that was firse Exported to India; and the wealth of this 
I 


Kingdom is as greatly encreased, as by the direct Trade to and 


from the Indies," *3 


"If wee send one hundred thousand Pounds into the 


East Indies to buy Pepper there, and bring it hither, and from 


] 


*Macaulay - HISTORY OF ENGLAND . Vol.IV.Pages 113,114 
#Usher* INDUSTRIAL HISTORY OF ENGLAND. Page 279. Quoting from 


THE ANCIENT TRADES DECAYED AND REPAIRED AGAIN, a pamphlet 
printed in 1678. 


#2 Nicholas Barboh - DISCOURSE ON TRADE. Page 35 


*3 Child * TREATISE ON THE EAST INDIA TRADE, Page 6 
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hence send it for Italy or Turkey, it must yeild seven hundred 
thousand Pounds at least in thdse places, in regard of the 
excessive Charge which the Merchant disburseth in those long 
Voyages in Shipping, Wages, Victuals, Insurance, Interest, 
Customes, Imposts, and the like, all which notwithstanding the 
King and the Kingdom gets." * 

In spite of the reasonableness of the answers to thede 
charges, the tre british textile manufacturers did secure an 
act of Parliament in 1700 which required that;"Whereas it is 


most evident that the Continuance of rade to the East Indies 
| 


in the same Manner and Proportions as it hath been for Two 


Yeares last past, must inevitably be to the great Vetriment of 
the Kingdom by exhausting the Treasure thereof and melting | 
downe the Coine, and takeing away the Labour of the People 


whereby very many of the Manufacturers of this Nation are be- 


come excessively burdensome and chargeable to their respective 


Parishes and others are thereby compelled to seek for iEmploy- 


ment in Forraign Parts..........after the 29th of September, 


1701, no wrought Silks, Bengals, no Stuffs mixed with Silk and 


Herba shall be worn or used in Imgland except such as are made 
| 
into Apparel or Furniture before that dsy, and all Goods im- 


ported after that day must be warehoused and exported." # 


| 
i 


Later the Calico Act of 1721 was passed :"An act to | 


preserve and encourage the woolen and silk manufactures end for 


* Mum - ENGLAND'S TREASURE BY HER FORRAIGN TRADE, Page 39. 
#Eldridge - TRADING WITH ASIA. Page 227 
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the more satisfactofy employment of the poor, by prohibiting | 


the use and wear of all printed, flowered, or dyed calicoes in 


apparel, household stuffs, furniture or otherwisw" after Decem- 


| 
ber 25, 1722. This act made it wnlawful for any person to use 


} 


or wear any calicoes under penalty of forfeiting 5 to the in- 


fprmer and paying a fine of 20. * 


These acts gave the british manufacturers a practical 
monopoly at home, although they were undersold by the Company 


in the foreign market until the inventions of Arkwright made | 


it possible for the british manufacturers to produce a thread | 


of cotton strong enough for the warp, replacing the linen thread 
that they had formerly used. ‘then the British all-cotton cloth 
was cheap enough to threaten the supremacy of the all-cotton | 
cloth brought from India by the Company, ewen in the foreign 
market. 

The supporters of the Company had not been satisfied 
merely to answer the arguments against it, they had gone fur- 
ther and attempted to show that the realm could ill do without 

‘it. "These are the benefits of Trade......that relate to 
Government......lrade increaseth the Revenues of the Govern- 
ment, by providing an Imploy for the People: For every Man that 
Works, pays by those things which he Eats and Weares something 


+o the Government. Thus the Excise and Customs are Raised.... 


and the King's Revenue is the more Increased. 


"Another Benefit of Trade is, It is Useful of the 
*Usher - INDUSTRIAL HISTORY OF ENGLAND. Page °84, 
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a : 


Defence of the Government; It Provided the Magazines of Warr. 


Guns, Powder, and bullets, are all made of Minerals, and are 


wrought by traders; besides those Minerals are not to be had in 
all Countries; the great Stock of Saltpeter is brought from the| 
East Indies and therefore must be Imported by the Merehant..... 
The last Benefit is, that Trade may be Assistant to the ik 
of Empire; and if an Universal Empire, or Dominion of very | 


Large Extent, can again be Raised in the World, it seems more 


probably to be done by the Help of Trade; by the Increase of 
Ships at Sea, than by Arms at Land.....ingland seems the Pro- 
perer Seat for such an Empire." * 

"There is a necessity for a Joynt Stock in all For- | 
raign Trade, where the Trade must be maintained by Force ar 
forts on the Land; and where his Majesty cannot conveniently 
maintain an Amity and Correspondence by Embassadors; and not 
elsewhere." # This would give a reason why the Company in oues-~ 
tion should continue, yet would not extend the recognitton of 
need to a similar company in the European trade where it would 
obviously be such a hardship to so many persons that their 
opposition would kill it in very short order. In other words, 
"Our Company is a necessity, any other like it would be as 
wrong as you, in your lack of understanding, say that this one 
is." 


Sir Josiah Child presented to the nation a statement 


* Barbon - DISCOURSE ON TRADE, Page 23. 
# Child - TREATISE ON THE EAST INDIA TRADE. Page 5 
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East-India Trade stood, when the Company was assaulted by the 
private designs of parcicular (particular ? ) men, I shall add 


an Account of the Present Posture of their Affaires, viz. Last 


= — 


Condition of the most prejudiced could not fail to under-_ 
the Company stand that it was a national asset - at least, 
Trade when he hoped that it would make them see the light 
Attacked as he saw it. "That the present and future 


Ages may know in what Condition the English 


year (1680) the Company sent out, which are not get returned, 


for the Coast of Coromandel and the bay of Bengall, four three 


@eck-ShipS.ceccscccseceeeeeHOr Surat and the Coast of India, | 
three Three-Deck Ships......tor Bantam, two dships......For the | 
South Seas and China, two Ships........and in all of them the | 
Stock of £47,994,15s.64. 


"This Year (1681) the Company are sending out to the 


Coast of Coromandel and the bay of Bengall, five ‘three Deek-Ships 


ecoccccceocscetOr Surat and the Coast of India, three SHLiPSesceee 


u 


other Great Ship, which is not yet resolved upon; and in all of 
them the Stock of above £600,000 Sterling. 
"Note that the ships are generally bigger than they 


are let for * ond the Company imploy none but English-built 


Ships, and that besides what they sent out last Year and are 
* He haS given in each case the name, tonnage, and number of 


men in the crew of each ship being sent out, material that I 
have omitted. It is to this tonnage that he refers. On page 6 
of this Treatise he states that "The Trade imploys more great 
Warlike Inglish Ships......than all the Trades of the World 
from England besides." 
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sending this, they have always a considerable stock left in thel 
Countrey to make and provide Goods beforehand.....the just num- 
per of their Adventurers (ie. stock-holders) is now 556, and 
new ones are daily coming in. : 

"If, notwithstanding all that has been said, the | 
Company must be destroyed, God's will be done,....I am persuaded 
the Dutch, to have this Feat done, would.....give us a Million | 
of Pounds Sterling......And I am sure, if they did pay two 


Millions, they would have too good a bargain of it. " * 


Although it was next to impossible for in- 


Activity of dependent commerce to trade in the Hast except 
Imterlopers at ports where the Company had already broken 


the way by establishing factories, these "inter- 
lepers" were supported by political enemies of the Company, and 
with this encouragement they became increasingly active. In 1657 
when the trade was open to all comers through the act of the 
Council of State, Thomas Skinner, a merchant, had fitted up a 
vessel, sent it to the East, bought an island from the King of 
Jembee, and established his own factory there at Barella. The 


agents of the Company, as soon as their charter had been renewed 
séized his ship, house, island, and denied him passage home on 
any of their ships. He eventually made his way to England over 
land, and once there brought suit against the Company before the 
House of Lords, which found in his favor and ewerded him £5,000 


damages. The Company denied the jurisdiction of the Lords and 


+ hild - TREATISE ON THE EAST INDIA TRADE, Page 41-43 
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appealed the case to the Commons, who reversed the decision | 


aE 68 
| 
| 


and sent Skinner to the Tower as a common felon, * 
| Not all of the interlopers had as good a case as the | 
unfortunate Skinner, many of them were little better than pi- | 
rates, end the native princes blamed the Company for all of 
their evil deeds, since both interlopers and Company agents 
were Englishmen. One of these interlopers seized a ship be- | 
longing to Abdul Gophor, leading merchant of Surat, most im- 
“portent friend of the Company and a man with great political 
influence. Another interloper captured a ship belonging to the. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Great Mogul himself which was carrying pilgrims to Mecca. The | 
difficulties in which the Company found itself as a result of | 
that can well be imagined, 

John Bruce told Parliament many years later:"The 
crews of these interloping vessels frequently became pirates 


which exposed the Company's factories to heavy losses, and | 


their servants to great dangers, from their persong and pro- 


perty being seized to make good the losses of the natives." a 


In 1695 the King sent Richard, Lord Coote, Earl of 
Bellamont to New York as governor to attempt to put down the 
freebooting that was regarded in Englend as a disgrece to the _ 
colonies, as well as a menace to the East Indian trade. The | 


method of these pirates fitted out in New York and Rhode Island 


*Ilbert-Government of India . Page 33 

Henry Hallam - Constitutional History. Vol. III. Pages 29-32 
Nolen - History of British Empire. Vol.II. Page 19 

#Speech in Parliament by John Bruce, recorded in PAMPHLETEER, 
Vol.II. Page 454, 
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was to take prizes in the Red Sea, run them into Madagascar 


where they would meet merchant ships ( often owned by the pi- 


rates themselves), buy the goods needed for their piracy, end — 


sell the East Indis goods which were carried back to America 
by ostensibly honest merchants, * * | 
It is know that one governor of New York, Governor | 
Fletcher, commissioned vessels and sold individual protection | 
to their crews at the rate of £20 a man. His Council consisted 
of merchants interested in the trade; he and his whole family 
regularly received "presents" from the pirates. Hore, in the 
ship FORTUNE, commissioned from New York, brought home a cargo 
that was shared in by every member of the council. Thomas Few, | 
a regular visitor to the East, who was on the black-list of the 
Company with a price on his head, called on the governor, had 
dinner at his house, and exchanged gifts with him every time 


he made New York, 


It is easy to understand why the Company was ready 
to use any means to get rid of such dangerous competitors. 
Often the interlopers were captains of ships that had been 
sent out by the Company, who got acquainted with the trade 


while they were in its employ, then left its service to go into 


pusiness independently. ‘hese men would work with employees 
of the Compsny, who were acquainted with the native traders , | 


to trade up and down the coast just outside the harbors, | 


* It is interesting, though not important, to note that the 
Earl of Bellamont engaged as one of his agents to suppress 
this freebooting a Captain Kidd, fitted him out, and sent him 
to sea. ‘The unfortunate Earl was horrified when his agent | 
became one of the most notorious of all pirates. | 
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getting their cargoes from the natives with whom the bargain 


had been struck in the very offices of the Company. The port | 


agents also developed a system of slipping one skein of silk 


out of each bale they packed and selling these to the inter- 
lopers, who thus collected a cargo at less cost than the Com- 
peny had had to pay for the same goods. ‘hen they sold the 
load in Europe in competition with the legitimate trade. 
William Hedges in his diary gives an interesting | 
description of one of these interlopers looking for trade, 
"Alley went in a splendid Eouipage, habitted in scarlet rich- 
ly laced. ‘Yen Mglishmen in Slew Capps and Coats edged with 


Red, all armed with Blunderbusses, went before his Pallankeen, — 


80 Peons before them, end 4 Musicians playing on Weights, with 
2 Flaggs before him like an agent. A gawdy Shew and a great 
Noise adds much to a Publie Person's credit in this Country. "* 

And according to an entry made several days later in| 
the diary, Alley got the trade, in spite of all that Agent 


Hedges could do to prevent him. | 
William Hedges, Chief of the East India Company's 
Factories in Bengal from 1681 to 1683, found one interloper 
so much worse than all the others that his complaints led his 
employers to take special measures to get rid of this "Fellow 
of a haughty, huffying, daring temper" as he is described in 


* Hedges - DIARY. Oct.8,1683. Vol.I, Page 123, 
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one of their letters.* This scoundrel was thomas Pitt, ancestor 


of the great William Pitt. 


In a letter to rort St. George dated March 10,1681, | 


they gave instructions: "By the first ship that goes downe to | 
the Bay, we would have you send downe to Agent Hedges a Cor- 
porall end 20 soldiers to be at his disposall there........t0 
prevent interlopers......iie think it may not be amiss to have | 


them there to prevent any insolent attempt of Pitts to rescue 


Vincent #,...because probably Pitts, being so well acquainted 
with the Ganges, may carry both the ships as far as Hugli." @ 


Pitt did not rescue vinvent, but neither did the 
"Corporall" capture Pitt, for less than a year later the 
Council of the bay of Bengal reported:" Pitts entered ballasore 
in a hostile manner with guards and trumpets, reports the East. 
India Company were in so low a condition that they could send | 
forth but two ships to fetch off their remaines with not 20 | 
chests of treasure, and that there was a New Company erected, 
end hee, the said Pitts, was their agent.....Fritts comes with 
3 shippes to Hugli and lands in great state, with 4 or 5 files 


of soldiers in red coates, well armed, and with great attendance 


of Native Soldiers, with Trumpeters, end takes up his quarters 


i 


with the Duteh, by name of the New Company's agent, bespattering 


ee ee ee ee 
*Letter of the Court to Fort St. George. March 10,1681 (2) | 
Quoted in Hedges - DIARY , Vol.III, Page X. 


#Vincent was an agent of the Company who had been caught hav- | 


ing clandestine dealings with Pitt and other interlopers and | 
was in prison at the time the letter was written. 
@ Hedges - DIARY, Vol. III, Page X. 
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the Old Company." * The idea of a New Company was, as it hap- 


pened, a case of coming events casting their shadows before. 


Early in 1683 the Council of Surat wroke home to the | 
Court of Directors: "The interlopeing Shippes are neare fully 
leden, by meanes of your false servant vincent (apparently now | 


restored to the Company's employ, although why that was done I 


can find no explanation)....he and Pitts talks at a strange rate, 


give out your Honours are broke, and they chiefes for a New | 
Company, Wee hope that they will meet with a due Reward for 
contemning his Majestie's Charter." # | 


| 


July 20, 1683, the Court of Virectors wrote to surat, 


possibly in answer to the letter just quoted: "The affaires of | 
the Interlopers we hope will soon be at an end, his Majesty 
peing fully resolved to suppress them. the Methods proposed 
for effectuall doing whereof by the King's Council here are, 
lst. by stopping them from going out as wee did Sands 
(which lies by the Walls.) @ 


2nd. by our own actions for damages, 
3rd. Sy information in the Crown Office in the King’s 


Name for high Misdemeanors upon which such as are 


found guilty will be fined to the King at the 
Judges Discretion. 


"In the two forementioned ways Wee have begun with 25 


* Hedges BIARY ,Vol. III, Page XI 
# Idem.Page XI | 
@ The Company servants had actually boarded the ship of this | 
Sands, and prevented it, by use of force, from sailing. 
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of them, which is thought abundantly more effectuall than stop- 


ping or seizing their goods, which cannot be so well justified 


in England by our Charter as it may be in India, as our Councell 
informs US......e.-1n regard the crimes perpetrated by vincent, 


Pittz, and Dorrell, in the Bay of Bengall were most enormous... 


they were taken and kept some Vayes in Custody.....and then dis- 
missed giving £40,000 each security to answer the King's Suit, | 
the issue whereof, we have reason to believe, will make them 


sicke of that kind of Interloping forever," * 


This hope proved unjustified, for although it was ten 
years before Pitt was again heard of in the Hast, others were 


active, and in 1693 the arch-rascal himself was back as dan- 


= = —h— 


gerous as ever. Business, like politics, makes strange bedfellows, 


however; in 1697 when the New Company, which Pritt had so brazen- 
ly announced in 1683, was a reality, the former interloper 
appeared at Fort St. George as wovernor for the 01d Company, end 


was its most effective agent in suppressing its rival. ‘there 


was in this case much truth in the old saying, “Set a thief to 
eatch a théeef." 

The Dutch were still very much in the busi-_ 
activity of ness, and were still a cause of grave concern to | 
the Dutch the agents of the Company, as is shown by ex- | 

tracts which I have taken from the diary of Wil- 
lism Hedges. "September 26,1683. Mr. Richard Mohum, in the 


*Hedges - DIARY. Vol.III, Pages XII?XIII 
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RECOVERY....advises me he met with two of the Companies Ships in| 
the Streights, ane Smith the commander of one of them, and Vole 
the commander of the other. They told him they were bound for 
China to seeke out and settle a trade there where they could | 
finf admittance. That the Company had sent out 6 Ships of them 
this year. One of those had £30,000 Stock on board, besides a 
good quantity of cloth........iir. Mohum farther declared that 
the Governor of Malacca told him they expected orders out of | 
Holland ye next shipping, to forbid and stop all Xtian (Christian) 
Shipps whatsoever from going through either of the two Streights 
of Sunda or Malacca." * 

"October 22, 1683. The Dutch Company in Holland have 
sent out this Yeare a Shippe directly for this Place......thne 
Supercargoe is called Sig. Lints; his business is to Spie into 
and make Discoverie of our Trade - to buy Silke and Silkes as we 
doe - and to see whether they may not trade directly out and 
Home, without going to batavia; which they find a tedious way 
and not so beneficial to them as ours.....elhe Dutch, finding 


the shortness of this Way, will hereafter, in all probability 
be competitors with us in our sorts of Silke, and all other 
Commodities which wee usually trade in." # 

"October 31, 1683. The Company's affairs will ...c.. 
always grow worse and worse,....till they resolve to quarrel 


with these people and build a fort on ye Island Sagar at the 


* Hedges - DIARY. Vol.I, Page 116 
# Idem. Page 130 
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mouth of this River......lf this be not speedily taken in hand 


by us, there's no doubt made but t'will soon be done by the 
Dutch, who talke it freely as often as we meet with them: and 


then we must expect to be soone turned out of this country.” * | 


Establishment of a Rival Company 


The war in Parliament between the interlopers and the 


| Company increased in bitterness; the interlopers maintained | 
their constitutional right to freedom of trade, which the House 
of Lords was inclined to support; but the Company acknowledged | 
the jurisdiction of the House of Commons only, and, as many of — 
the members of that body were stock-holders in the Company, 
they were inclined to support its cause, ‘hen came a complete | 
change in Sritish politics, Whigs gained the ascendancy, the | 
Glorious Revolution forced Kinh James into the discard, and with 
him went the Company's political influence, After the Bill of | 
Rights, the auestion arose as to whether the Crown had any right 
to grant charters. This right was claimed by Parliament. At 


length the Parliament became so angry at Sir Josiah Child's 


refusal to compromise with "New Company" men, led by Papillon, 
who was a staunch Whig and a personal enemy of Child, that in 
1692 the Commons petitioned King William to cancel the old 
charter and grant another to a "New" company, thus tacitly 
acknowledging the right of the Crown to grant charters carrying 


monopoly rishts. ‘the king refused to do it, but he did give 
* Hedges - Diary . Vol.I, Page 133, 
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ported that they had sate in Leadenhall Street, had examined 
_ducuments, had interrogated directors and clerks, but had been 


unable to arrive at the bottom of the iniquity. Some most 


-eonfidence in the governor, Sir Thomas Cook. He had merely 


were some great persons whom it was necessary to gratify." * | 
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the Company notice that in accordance with the terms of the 


existing charter, he proposed to cancel it in three years’ time, 


Child began to spend money left and right, wherever 
4t would buy the most support. The Governor of the Company was | 
his tool in this distribution of bribes as a parliamentary in- 
vestigating committee made clear in 1695. "The committee re- 


suspicious entries had been discovered, under the head of spe- 
cial service. The expenditure on this account had, in the year 
1693, exceeded eighty thousand pounds, It was proved that, as 
to the outlay of this money, the directors had placed implicit 


told them in general terms that he had been at a eharge of 
twenty three thousand, of twenty five thousand, of thirty 
thousand pounds, in the matter of the Charter......that there _ 


When Child thought that the "great persons" had been — 


suffivently "gratified", that he had enough support bought up, — 


he refused to pay a tax levied on trading companies, so for- | 
feited his charter. Immediately he applied for a new one from | 
the Ministry, before Parliament came into session. He succesdedl 
in getting a fairly satisfactory one,(October 7, 1693)}# al- 

—though the ministers had to put in some restrictions in order — 
* Macauley - HISTORY OF ENGLAND ,Vol. IV, Page 441 | 
# Ilbert - GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. Page 27 
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to save their face before Parliament when it should meet. In 
effect, it confirmed the previous charter, but made its privi- 


leges revocable if the Company did not accept any further re- 


_ gulations which might be imposed within one year. sy these 
additional regulations the capital was doubled by the addition | 


of £740,000 new stock; £1,900 conferred the right to vote; all 
dividends must be paid in money, not in goods; they must exsert 
annually £150,000 in british goods; and they must import for 
sale to the government at a fixed price a specified amowmt of 
saltpeter. ‘he monopoly was retained. 

| In accordance with the charter, so they claimed, the 
Company detained the interlopers' ship REDBRIDGE in the Thames | 
as it was about to clear for the East. The legality of the 
action was brought before the House of Commons who returned the 


decision that " all subjects of England have equal rights to | 


trade to the East Indies, unless prohibited by Act of Parliament!2 


This, of course, abrogated the legal monopoly of the sritish | 


East India Company then and there, but it was retained in fact. 


because the Company did nothing to prevent individual trade at 
mney Aue wad Srtdte shgwietieuiclala Weuised aentenins ot= | 
forts to kill it, snd Parliament cogid not do much about things 
that happened half the world away, particularly since an able | 
agent could see that there was no evidence left sround to get 


back to England. "Dead men tell no tales", and ships at the | 


2. NOLAN - History of british Empire in India. Vol.II,Page 26 
ILBERT- Government of India. Page 28 
MAGAULAY - History of Imglanf, Vol. IV, Page 380 
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bottom of the Indian Ocean are quite apt to stay there. | 
The interlopers and rivals within the Company whom | 


Sir Josiah Child had forced out of positions of prominence 
combined with Whigs in Parliament who owned no stock in the 
Company to form a new organization for trading in the East 
Indies. In 1698 the government wanted a loan of £2,000,900. 
The members of this new organization offered to lend it at | 
only 8% interest, which was a low rate at that time, and in | 
return were able to secure the passage of an Act of Parliament 
which gave them the right to trade in the Hast as a regulated 
company, and stated that after 1701, when the charter of the 
01d Company could be cancelled, they should have exclusive 
right to the trade. Evelyn records in his diary that "The 014d | 
East India Company lost their business against the New Com- | 
pany by 10 votes in Parliament, so many of their friends being 


absent, going to See a tiger baited by dogs." * | 
The New Company was at a disadvantage from the 
beginning. It had no ready money to begin trading with wmtil 
the government shold pay interest on the money it owed then, 
since the bulk of its capital had been taken by the loan, 
While the 01d Company had an experienced commercial organization 
already in the field, the New Company had nothing; no factories, 
no trained agents, no relations established with native princes. 


In its attempt to overcome these difficulties, the 


* John Evelyn - DIARY , March 5, 1698, 
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New Company made one great mistake, it employed as its agents 


| 


many men who had been discharged by the 014. 


Rivalry between Company. This at once discredited them,es-. 
(Qld and New pecially in the eyes of the native traders, 
Companies Although the new agents claimed the title | 


"consul" which outranked that of "factor" _ 


used by the others, as a rule the Mogul officials recognized 
only the 01d Company. Since the 014 Company did not recognize 


that the New Company had any rights until 1701, a fierce struggle 


took place between thier respective agents. In Bombay, ‘the New 
agent embroiled the 01d governor with the native powers and so | 
ruined him without doing the New Company cause the least good. | 
In Bengal, Littleton of the New was completely worsted by beard 
of the 01d; at Fort St. George, the former interloper, Thomas | 
Pitt, now 01d Company agent, quickly and thoroughly disposed of 
his distant relative and close rival, John Pitt. His proclama- 
tion rather neatly sums up the attitude of the 01d Company men © 
throughout India toward these newcomers. "For that the Act of | 
Parliament which erects the New East India Company continues 

our Company trade till September, 1701, from whence wee Infer 
that they are to enjoy all their Rights and Privileges and their 
Governours, Presidents, and #factorys to exercise all powers 


necessary for the Supports of your Governments and trade, 


"Moreover wee observe in the Act our Company are ex- 


empted from paying five per cent which is for bearing the Charge 
| 


of Embassadors and Consulls from which wee likewise inferr that 


our Company's Affaires nor Servants nor any Trading under their 
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Protection in these Parts are under theire direction or controull?2 


With the Moguls refusing to recognize the New Company, and the 


experienced agents thwarting it at every move, it was foredoomed 


to failure, but of course the 01d Company officials had no way 


of kmowing how the struggle in India was going to come out, so 
they lost no time in building up the right to continue to carry 


on the trade when their charter should expire. Juring the 


three years of grace left to them, they subscribed heavily to | 


the stock of the New Company, until they held more than half | 
of it. Then they tried to take advantage of the clause in the 
New charter which authorized any majority of stock-holders 

within the Company to carry on operations as a joint-stock 

trader. They demanded to be so incorporated on the basis of 
their £315,000 subscription. * "The 014 East India Company 
have, to the joy of all our nearest friends, obtained their 
great point against the New, by having got their bill passed 
beyond all expectation, this Parliament confirming them in 


being a separate Corporation," wrote Samuel Pepys to his nephew 


in April of 1700. * 

The news of this confirmation caused New stock to fall 
5% in three days, yet such uncertainty concerming the exact 
status of the 01d Company prevailed that its stock also dropped 
and took down Bank of Imgland stock with it. "There is a great 
end sudden fall of all our great Stocks; I mean that of the 


Bank and both our East*India Company's,” Pepys wrote in another 


letter. # 


epys - Apper x 
# Idem. Page 286. 
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At this same time, too many traders caused the prices 
to rise in the Indies and fall at home witil profits reached 
the vanishing point. 

When the 01d Cempany was fighting the New, and the 


general public was ready to kill both, there was only the choice 
for themto unite or die. Naturally they preferred to unite. In 


this situation an "Indenture Tripartite" was 


| 
Fusion of the entered upon, April 27, 1702, the three parties 
Two Companies being the 01d Company, the New Company, and 


Queen Anne, By it the "United Company of Mer 
chants Trading to the East Indies" was created, with monopoly 


privileges based on an act of Parliament. The terms of the 
union attempted to secure a complete equality: to manage its 
business there was to be a Court of Directors of twenty four 
members, twelve from each company; each company was to furnish 
half the esnnual exports; the capital was to be 3,200,000, of 
which the 01d Company was to purchase enough at par to raise 
its holdings to half the total; the New Company was to pay the 
014 Company £130,000 for its share in their fortifications, 
settlements, and so forth; seven years was allowed for winding 
up the separate interests of the two companies as represented 
by the ships that had already sailed before the wnion was a- 
greed upon. * An immediate result of the union was a rise in 
the prices of the stocks of both the 01d and the New Companies, 


Qld Compeny stock rose thirty points and New almost as much, 


* Nolen - HISTORY OF BRITISH EMPIRE , Pages 72-73 
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The agents of the respective companies got into such © 


a tangle over winding up the separate interests that the union 


would very likely have failed if the government had not demand- 
ed a loan of 1,200,000 without interest. ‘The United Companies 
were so afraid that enother rival would enter the fray and make 


the loan for the sake of the trade privileges that they got 
together, made the loan jointly, end called upon Lord Godolphin 


to arbitrate all matters in dispute between them. 
| His award, made in 1708, completed the union in detail. 
The whole of the debts and all of the properties of the two com} 
panies were to be vested in the United Company. The stock of 
separate adventurers who had subscribed to the New Company but | 
had never entered the United Company, amounting to some £7,200, 
was to be paid off with three years' notice after the yeser 1711, 
The Old Company conveyed to the United Company "the forts and | 
islends of Bombay; factories at Surat, Swally, Broach, Amadavod, 
Agra, Lucknow; forts of Carwar, Tellicherry, Anjergo, Calicut, | 
Fort St. George at Madras, Fort St. David at Pondichery, Fort | 


William at Calcutta, and numerous other forts, posts, factories, 
in India, Persia, Cochin-China, Sumatra, and Java." * 


In consideration for the loan, Parlisment | 


Charter by passed an act in 1708 chartering "The United 
ket of Company of Merchants of England Trading to the 
Parliament The East Indies", granting them exclusive | 


* Eldridge - TRADING WITH ASIA, Page 227 
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trading rights wntil 1726, end beyond unless three years' notice 
This notice of withdrawal of privi- 


of withdrawal were given. 
leges should not be given under any circumstances until the 
loan had been repaid. (For a century every time the charter 
was renewed, the government borrowed money from the Company; 


but until 1766, instead of attempting to control the Company's | 


| 
| 
| 


actions, Parliament handed it ever greater powers, ) 


The Directors were formed into ten committees to have 


charge of various phases of the Company interests; the more im- 


| 


portant were the Committee of Legal Business, the Committee of 


Correspondence ( governing), of Warehouses (imports), of Buying 


Offices were set up in Leadenhall Street in the East 


Here all goods were sold at auction by the Lempesy 
| 


(exports). 
India House. 
method of "candle-sale". An inch of candle was set burning 
and the best bid received before it burnt out was accepted. 
All sales were well attended, excitement as the candle burned 
low was intense, especially when indigo or tea were concerned, 
It was not uncommon for more than a million pounds of tea to be 
sold in a single day. 
Rivalry with the French East India Company | 
The directors of the United Company adopted the policy 
long held by the 01d Company of non-interference with the inter- 
nal affairs of India, and as long as the Mogul Empire was 
strong, this worked very well. A firman from Delhi in 1715 
hed included territorial coneessions along with trade rights; 


since the Mogul Empire collapsed soon after this, the concession 


amounted to a demand for the Company to take the land, if it | 
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= ; —— 
could, from the Emperor's enemies, ‘The disintegration of the 


Mogul Empire also made France a formidable rival in India, more 
dangerous than Holland had ever been. 


The first French East India Company had 


Development of been founded in 1604, only four years after 
an Empire by the British, but had failed; a second in 1611, 
| the French a third in 1615, a fourth under Cardinal | 
East India Richelieu's patronage in 1642 had all suf- | 
Company fered the same fate. These were merely | 


trading adventures with no plen for estab- 


‘lishments in the East, but in 1664 Louis XIV and his great 


minister, Colbert, organized one as an empire building project, | 
end forced it upon the people of france, with the Crown always 
backing it. It was to have a capital of 15,000,000 francs, 
3,000,000 francs of which were advanced to the Company by the 
state, which further engaged itself to bear all losses sustained 
in the first ten years. Complete monopoly of the trade was | 
given for fifty years and a royal edict was published that de- 
clared that it was not derogatory to nobility to trede with the 
Indies, Full jurisdiction was given to the Company over all | 


the territory its servants might conquer or occupy, with permis- 


sion to defend them with all the forces of France, 


At first it was interested in Madagascar; glowing 


"lend agent" prospectuses appeared as though by magic on the 
walls of all the towns of France; every ship that sailed for | 


the East carried emigrants to the new land. However, the colony 


on Madagascar did little more than survive. 
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Frencis Caron, a #renchman born in Holland, =e high 
in the services of the Dutch East India Company, then resigned 
when he did not get the position that he thought that he deser- 
ved, end offered his sword and his knowledge of the eastern 
trade to Colbert, who made him Director#General of French Com- 
merce in India. One look at Madagascar was enough for Varon, 
he sailed on to the continent where he established the first 
French factory at Surat. His next move was to send a Persian, | 
Mereara, as his representative to the King of Golconda to ask 
for all trading privileges granted to any other foreign power 
end in addition for the right to establish a settlement at 
Masulipatam. All were granted freely. Then he attempted to 
teke Ceylon from the Dutch but failed, and followed this up by 
a successful attempt on St. Thomé near Madras. At the instiga- 
tion of the Dutch, he was recalled to france in disgrace, but 
on the way home was shipwrecked and drowned, 

His successors bought Pondichery from the King of 
Bijapur in 1674. Agent Frangois Martin founded a settlement 
here when his superior officer lost St. Thomé and sailed back 
to Surat and safety. Only sixty men dared risk Pondichery 
with Martin, yet they were able to establish trade, make friend 
with the natives, and get permission to enlist native soldiers 
in their little army. Martin saved his tiny town from destruc- 
tion by a Maratha prince by removing from it everything of any 
value, then inviting the prince in to look i& over and receive 
its submission. dince it was not worth sacking, the Maratha 


let it remain to grow up. It became so prosperous that the 
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Dutch captured it in 1693, end shipped Martim and his surviving 


companions back to France. This was @ mistake on their part, 


they should have killed him, for when he reached #rance he ad- _ 
vertised his work so well that when the Peace of Ryswick re- 


stored it to France, he got government support for the first 


time. He went back to Pondichery as Director-Genersl and spent. 
the rest of his life in building up a lasting french influence 
among the natives, slthough the trade died with his death. | 
| When the trade died down, the Company ceded its nono-| 


poly to some merchants of 5t. Malo who were, however, never in- 


corporated as an Hast India Company since the trade to the Hast 

was merely incidental to their other traffic. | 
In 1717 John Law founded his "Company of the West" 

to develop Louisiana, but since his imagination kmew no bounds 


of wealth or space, he took over all the possessions and privi- 


leges of Colbert's company. When the "Mississippi bubble" 

burst in 1720, it took the East India Company with it to ruin, 
put the latter had more lives than a cat, for it was again re- 
organized in 1725 as "The Perpetual Company of the Indies" with 
a capital of 25,000,000 livres. Although 50,000,000 livres 
were subscribed, the Company was still not on a sound financial 
basis for its expenses exceeded its income, but backed as it 


was by the Crown and indirectly managed by the Minister of State, 


| it gradually struggled to prosperity. wtiahé and Carical were 
added to its possessions; its sale of goods mounted to more than 


£ 1,000,000 in a single year; England beceme alarmed. 


The French governors were shrewd and crafty men, they 
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1, Chendernagore 
2. Yanaon 

3. Carical 

4, Pondichery 

5. Mahé 

6. Surat 

7. Masulipatan 


Chief 
eo, French 
® %; Settlements 


+) in India 


were in India to build an empire as well as trade and they saw 


their chance in the falling to pieces of the Mogul Empire. when 
Dost Ali was killed by the Marathas, his surviving family took 


refuge with Dumas in Pondichery, and as a result of the protec- 
tion he extended to them, Vumas acouired three districts near 
the city for France. la Bourdonnais, in command at Nauritius, 


was allowed to equip five ships to use against the Imglish "if 


war should break out". Other alliances were made between the 
French governors and the reigning houses of the south. 


The British factories were threatened 


british Alliances with extinction by the virtual anarchy that 


with Native broke out with the Mogul fall. ‘the Bom- 
Princes bay presidency was attacked by Marathas; 


Hugli was sacked by them; then the Sritish 
took a page out of France's book and entered into alliances 


with native princes and raised Sepoy armies with inglish | 
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officers and equipment to fight their battles for them. ‘hese 


were eventually reinforced by fleets and troops from Lurope. 


In 1744 when the great duel for empire in 


Comparative the Kast between France and imgland took forn, 
strength of England had a stronger position than France. 
the Iwo She had a longer and more prosperous record an | 
Companies in the East; british trade exceeded that of the 
india French many times over, which made it easier 


for the Company to support the losses incurred 
by war; it had three presidencies on the maimland while france 


had but one; it operated its fleet from bombay, which was much 


nearer the heart of things than was the rival base at Mauritius, 
an important factor especially in monsoon periods. 

In 1742 Joseph Francois Dupleix was sent to be gover- 
nor at Pondichery. How simple that sounds, but how much it was 
+o mean in the story of the french in India! 


"In boldness of conception, and in know- | 


The Duel for ledge of Oriental diplomacy, Dupleix has pro- 
Empire in bably had no equal, but he was no soldier and 
India. he was destined to encounter in the field the 
The Work of Theaven-born genius’ of Clive." * He was al- 


ready experienced in Indian affairs when he came to Pondichery 
since, as intendant at Chandernagore, he had raised that place 
from a ruin, half buried in jungle, to a thriving commercial 


town. His new position presented a greater problem; the Carnatic 
* Hunter - HISTORY OF BRITISH INDIA. Page 180 
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: ite Aes 
was suffering from the after effects of a Maratha invasion and > 


ean Anglo-French war was threatening. UDupleix set things in or- 
der in the town; renewed fortifications; then formally notified 
every native prince he ever heard of of his accession. He re- 
ceived homage from all the minor native dignitaries, then 
travelled in state to Chandernagore to be installed as Nawab. 
He conducted everything with all the pomp and circumstance of 
a coronation preceded by a royal progress, the impression made > 
on the natives was tremendous. And then the Directors of the 
Company in France ordered him to cut down on the expenses! Du- 
pleix cut where he could and spent where he must (much of it 
from his private fortune) to get into as good a condition as 
possible for the impending conflict with Ingland. 

That the conflict could not long be delayed was clear, 
in fact, it was long overdue. For several years there had bee 
actual, although unofficial, war on the seas. So many French 
privateers were roving around that Hast Indiamen had to be con- 
voyed up and down the Channel or else trade suspended, A special 
department of the British East India Company had been instituted 
for the purpose of securing the needed protection from the Ad- 


Q 


miralty. A French squadron consisting of a "64" and two frigate 
went to St. Helena to catch the East India homeward bound 
fleet when it put in there for water, but as a warning reached 
the fleet, it was prepared and maintained a running fight all 
the way to All Saints Bay, where they escaped to safety. 

With such skirmishing going on at sea, the outbreak 


of war on land was apt to come at any moment, and Pondichery 
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was not yet ready. In the emergency, Dupleix sent word to the 
Nawab of the Carmatic reminding him of their long friendship 
and of the well known desire of the French to live at peace 
with all mankind within his dominions, sand asking him to prevent 
his tenants, the English, from attacking his friends, the french, 
at Pondichery. The Nawab warned the two European powers to do 


no fighting in his territory, but Admiral Le Bourdonnais Te 
ed a fleet with which he conquered Madras. (1746) 

Madras surrendered on condition that the town should 
be ransomed and the Company servants should be held as prisoners 


of war while awaiting ransom. La Bourdonnais wanted to accept 


the terms of surrender; Dupleix, looking to the future, wanted 
to wipe Madras completely off the map so he demanded unconditional 
surrender. As a result of this disagreement, La Bourdonnais | 
sailed away, leaving Dupleix to fight his war alone, The Nawab 
ordered Dupleix to surrender the town to his agents, which the 
Frenchmen firmly refused to do, so the Nawab sent his own son 
with 10,900 men to put the French out. In true scriptural 
fashion "they said among themselves, 'This is the heir....let 
us seize on his inheritance’ and they caught him and cast him 
out." <A small French force under Paradis completely routed 
the native force under the Nawab's son at the battle of St. Thome. 


This greatly enhanced the prestige of the French, 


Next Pondichery was besieged by the Imglish, but 
after much fierce fighting they were forced to withdraw just be i 
fore the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle restored the status cuo. In 


oriental minds the prestige of Dupleix and France was supreme, 
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During the lull in the storm, Vupleix supported the 


causes of claimants to thrones in the Deccan and the Carnatig, 
and when his protege won the throne in the Carnatic, he collected 
territorial concessions as his reward. In the Deccan his ally 


was defeated and captured, but Vupleix soon won a victory over | 


the successful claimant, who was assassinated shortly afterward, 
then Dupleix released and crowned his own man. Masulipatam and 
Divi were handed to him as his reward, along with the high- 
sounding title "Governor of Southern India from the Kistna to 
Cape Cormorin." Although the title actuallymeant nothing, Du- 
pleix made it equivalent to practical control of the Varnatic. 
Bussy followed this up by making himself paramount at the court 
in the Deccan by setting up a puppet king there when lMazaffa Jane 
was killed. 

This situation so alarmed the british that from that 
time on, although there might be peace in Europe, the armies 


and agents of the Company in India were at constant war, as 
allies, presumably, of one or another of the native princes, 


who shifted their allegiance as easily and as cheerfully as 


they might their shoes. And always Dupleix was visible, fasci- 
nating the oriental mind, winning here a little, there a | 
until there emerged against him the tragic figure of Robert 
Clive, the man who had failed in everything he had ever under- 
taken, even in suicide. 

Clive, regarded as a total failure by his family and 
himself, had been shipped out to India at the age of eighteen 
aS a writer , or clerk, in the employ of the Company. There 
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he had been unable to force himself to be either frtendly or — 
tractable, so he had been constantly reprimanded by superiors 
until, friendless and lonely, he had tried to end it all by 
suicide, but the gun had merely snapped futilely. fate had 
other plans for hin. 

Captured at the fall of tiadras, Clive had 
Dupleix against been taken to Pondichery along with other pri- 


Clive soners; he had escaped, disguised as a musselman 


| 


end returned to Fort St. David only to find his 
job as a writer gone. ‘Then, because he could not die, he had | 
to do something so he applied for al got an appointment as | 
ensign in the army. 
Dupleix unsuccessfully attacked fort St. David but 
was driven away by the forces of the Nawab, just then allied 
with the Inglish, but shortly after he secured the alliance 


for himself by a combination of diplomacy and chicanery and 
proceeded again to attack Fort St. David. He was forced to 
withdraw to meet the british who were attacking Pondichery. 
They were repulsed with great loss of life and greater loss of 
prestige, which Dupleix capitalized fully. 

During this period when Dupleix was adding to his own 
and French glory, wealth, and influence, Clive in his subor- 
dinate position was learning the tricks of the system and 
gaining experience. The period from 1748 to 1765 is the era 
of Clive. During it, he destroyed French influence and estab- 


lished british supremacy from Calcutta to Madras and eres 


the Company from a trading association to a sovereign power. 


Threart cedite ed of tfeamtd eotot ot el 


he Sbrreamts 


femzol hoa seeliawolrtt i 


—r 
ad 


sithett a mort ye 


aa ‘ a: 
ur edt tod ,sbfotsce | 


99 2 yd tieeatd = 


itiw beelocet otew yor? 


eiqui dotdw ,oniiserg 
4 ' . ¢ 


sow ,crols dose Boe | 


. if 
rreel asw nolt feog ots unt 


»fi patrol ,evtfo 


oe 


| 95 


<a = ——— + 
It was in 1751 that his first big opportunity came. In that | 


year he begged his superior officers to allow him to take a de- 


tachment to threaten Arcot, so as to draw the French away from 


the siege of Trichinopoly. With five hundred men he approached 
Arcot during the height of a terrific storm which ought to have 
stopped any military advance, and the garrison was so overcome | 
at this insane defiance of nature that they abandoned the place 
which Clive occupied and prepared for the siege that he foresaw, 


After fifty days of siege, the French forces were repulsed, but 


later, in Clive's absence, they returned to the attack, again to 


be defeated when the English leader suddenly appeared on the 


scene, a circumstance that made the natives believe that Ulive 
had supernatural powers. 

Major Stringer Lawrence, who had been on a furlough, 
soon after this returned from Imgland to assume supreme command 


| 


put fortunately he and Clive were able to work together hand 


end glove. * Under his direction, the young officer at the re- 
lief of Trichinopoly went to shut up the French in the island 
of Seringham. osSurprised by a French attack and wounded, he 


came upon a group of French officers who ordered him to surren- 


der. Instead of doing so, he bluffed them into surrendering 


to him. Too weak from loss of blood to stand alone, he went 
to offer them terms, 
Sy A shot from a sniper, intended for hin, 


* In after years, when Ulive had made a fortune in{ndia, he 
fixed a generous pension on Major Lawrence in appreciation of 


the kindness he had shown his subordinate at this critical 


oint in Clive's career. I 
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killed both the sergeants who were supporting him, but failed 


to touch him. The incident is Hmportant because it but a fear 


of Clive, the man who could not be shot, into native minds, 


After this, british successes against the French con-_ 


tinued until Dupleix was broken and the prestige of ingland in | 


the south was restored, ‘then Clive went home, his health shat- 


tered, to try to find happiness in Mmgland with his bride. (1753) 


Dupleix remained in the Hast a year longer, spending 


freely of his personal fortune that he had acouired by trade or. 


gift, in a desperate effort to regain the lost ground. ‘the 


French Company seemed to have no slightest conception of what 
he was doing, or why he was doing it, no idea of anything except 
that, as a result of war, dividends were falling off. ‘To them 
his military operations were merely an obstruction to trade, | 
carried on to feed the personal vanity of Dupleix, so he was the 
sole obstacle to peace and profits. Seki out they threw him 


aside like a wom out shoe. In spite of his pleas to be allowed 


to remain in charge and regain the territory - it seemed quite | 
possible that he could, now that his nemesis was gone - he was 


recalled in disgrace and Godeheu was sent to replace him. | 
Godeheu was determined to belittle and ruin his pre- 
decessor. In an effort to discover graft, he kept Vupleix at 


Pondichery while his accounts were audited; the audit revealed 


that Dupleix had advanced over 240,000 from his own fortune to. 
the Company. Immediately the audit ceased and records were al-. 
tered so that there should be no evidence that the Vompany 


owed him anything. A similar treatment of the accounts of money 
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owed to him by the native rulers beggared the man who had done 


so much for france in India. Then he went home to try there in 
vain to recover at least a part of the sums due him from the 
state. At length he wrote in his memoirs: "I have sacrificed ny 
youth, my fortune, my life to enrich my nation in ASI Gs c woe oly 
services are treated as fables, my demands are denounced as ridi- 
culous, I am treated as the vilest of mankind. I am in the most 
deplorable indigence, The little property that remained to me 
has been seized. I am compelled to ask for decrees for delay in 
order not to be dragged to prison." * Three days later he was 


dead by his own hand. 

Meanwhile in India Godeheu had serenely resigned all 
claims to the Northern Circars, all the titles which had been 
given to his predecessor, all that Dupleix had worked so hard 
and so skillfully to gain for France. 

Then Clive came back to India. This time 


The Work of it was not as a mere writer but as lieutenant- 
Clive colonel in the british army, Governor of Fort 


St. David, and successor to the Governorship of 


Medras. He arrived on the very day of the "Black Hole of Cal- 


cutta", when Suraj-ud-Dawlah, entagonized by the growing impor- 


tance of European traders in the Bengal region, had captured 


the city of Calcutta after a gallant five day defense by a mere 
handful _ in the british garrison, then crowded the 146 survivors 


* Malleson - DUPLEIX , Page 182 
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of the siege into an 18 foot square guardroom, where, by morning 


all but 23 ha@ died in agony. 

As soon as the news of this disaster reached Madras, 
Clive with the army and Watson with the navy were ordered to 
Calcutta. Here, largely by a series of lucky accidents, they 
took the forts at baj-Baj and Hugli, then Calcutta itself, 
frightening Suraj-ud-Dawlah into a treaty of alliance. Next the 
combined army and fleet took Chandernagore. Dispatches from 
Suraj-ud-Dawlah to Bussy, the French military commander, asking 
for aid fell into british hands, so Clive prepared a plot to 
depose his erstwhile ally through the aid of Mir Jafar, and to 
add his forces to the Inglish. 

Among the native agents used in negotiating with mir 
Jafar was a merchant, Ormichund, who threatened to betray the 
whole plot to Suraj-ud-Dawlah unless a promise to pay him an 
enormous bribe was inserted into the treaty between the british 
and Mir Jafar. Clive had two copies of the treaty made; one, 
which included the promise to pay, on red paper, the other, 
which had no such agreement, on white paper. It was understood 
that thw white paper alone was genuine, but both were signed by 


every member of the Council except Admiral Watson, who refused 


to put his name on the bogus document. This did not worry Clive 


in the least. When Ormichund saw the document on red paper, 
Watson's name, beautifully forged, was there with the rest. 


June 23, 1757, the day on which british military su- 


premacy in India was established, was the foundation day for 


British dominion, Clive met the forces of the French and Suraj- 
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ud-Dewleh at Plassey and overwhelmingly defeated them. During 

the battle, nobody kmew exactly which side Mir Jafar was on, but 
the next day when he appeared at the british camp, cuite obviously 
uncertain as to his reception there, Clive received him with 

every expression of respect, end recognized him as the Subshdar 

of Bengal, Sehar, and Orissa. 

After the excitement cleared away, Clive began to reap 
the benefits of his strategy. for the Company, he demanded anf 
got control of all the territory south of Calcutta in Hengal, 
some 882 sauare miles in extent; compensation for those who had 
lost when Suraj-ud-Dawlsh captured Calcutta; compensation for the 
army (72 men, killed and wounded, had made up the casualty list 
for the British at Plassey), navy, governor, and just ebout 
everybody else. ‘the total amounted to above 17,100,000 rupees, 
to collect which Mir Jafar found it necessary to call on Clive 
for aid; aid which resulted in more concessions to the british. 
While Mir Jafar was settling with the Company, Suraj-ud-Dawlah, 
who had been taken prisoner, was conveniently murdered, presumably 
by his native enemies who resented the troubles that he had 
brought upon them by his opposition to the british. 

As a personal expression of gratitude to Clive, Mir 
Jafar presented him, in perpetuity, the rents due the Nawab from 
the Company on its lands south of Calcutta, so Clive became land- 
lord to his employers. Later the Directors tried to appropriate 
this rent for the Company. Other wealth was poured at the feet 
of the Sritish officer by natives, either because of gratitude 
for favors done or hope for favors to come. ‘that it was not 


-entirely an unwilling contribution is evidenced by the fact that 
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at his death some years later, Mir Jafar bequeathed to Clive 5 
lakhs of rupees (about £62,833).* Certainly the Subahdar had 


nothing either to hope or to fear then. 
The final defeat of the French in the 


Entrance and Northern Circars brought the Dutch down on 

Elimination Clive's head, but he ordered Colonel Forde to 
of the Dutch go out and beat them - he was too busy with a 
in the War game of whist just then to be bothered with a 


matter that a subordinate could attend to well 
enough - and the colonel did defeat them so thoroughly at bi- 
derra that Holland's dream of empire in India was there shatter- 
ed forever. 


The ultimate vanquishing of the french 


Treaty of 1763 Was now only a matter of "when?", and in the 
and its Results next few years while Clive reported to his 
in India Company that perfect tranquility reigned in 


India, at least in his part of it, bengal, 
he sent supplies of men and money to aid in the defence of Madras 
which was being attacked by Lally. After the siege of Madras had 
peen raised, Colonel Coote defeated Lally at Waendewash in 1760, 
and the next year Pondichery fell into british hands. from this 
battle we date the final termination of the duel for empire be- 
tween England and France in India. Although the Treaty of Paris 


* Robert Clive converted this bequest into a pension fund for 
officers and men in the Company army who should be disabled by 

age, war, or disease contracted during their service, and for 
widows of men who died in the service, This fund was to be held 

by the Company at 8% interest, the interest used to pay the pen- 
sions. If ever the Company ceased to employ ships or army in 

their actual service in the East Indies, the principal sum was 

to be returned to Robert Clive or his heirs. ‘this was done in 1858. 
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x- battle sites 
1,Chandernagore 
2, buxar 

3. Plassey 

4. Hugli 

5. Calcutta 

6. Madras 

7. Arcot 

8. Wendewash 

9, Pondichery 
10.Fort St. David 


in 1763 provided for a mutual restoration of conquests made 
since 1749, the French were forbidden to have troops or forti- 
fications in bengal, and were obliged to agree to recognize any 
native princes in the Deccan or the Carnatic that the Sritish 
chose to support. Under such terms, French influence in India 
was reduced to a practical zero, and the british remained as the 
one real European contestant for the mastery of the country. 
Reorganization of Company Affeirs by Clive 

From 1760 to 1765 Robert Clive was, in India, he had 
returned to England permanently, he believed; then the chaotic 
conditions in India recalled him again to the East to attempt 
to straighten matters out, if it were humanly possible to do so. 
The state of Company finances needed immediate consideration. 

A brief glance at the organization of the Company in 
India is necessary if one is to get any idea of the situation 


as it existed at this time. 
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Company officials were of four grades: 


Outline of 1. Writers - that is clerks. 
Company 2. Factors - a position reached after not less 
Organization than five years as a writer. 


5. Junior Merchants - reached after three years 
as a factor. 
4, Senior Merchants - after three years as a 
junior merchant. 

Promotion depended upon seniority, so it is clear that any man 
coming out for the Company must expect long years of exile be- 
fore he got any sort of position that counted. And when, at ‘ 
last, he did get to be a senior merchant, what was there in it 
for him? 
Systematic Everybody was ridiculously underpaid, yet 
Graft by men came out, stayed ten years or so, and went 
Company home with great fortunes, Now no man was spend- 
Agents ing the best years of his life in the heat of 

India for the miserable pittance the Company paid 
him. ‘The agents, from top to bottom of the list, were making up 
for the lack of reasonable pay by all sorts of private trade and 
greft. The system was so thoroughly rotten that it was threaten- 
ing to break down all government; our twentieth century prohibi- 
tion enforcement graft was mere kindergarten play in comparison, 
"One grand source of the disputes, misunderstandings, and dif- 
ficulties which have occurred with the Country Government appears 
evidently to have taken its rise from the unwarrented and licen- 


tious menner of carrying on private trade of the Company's ser- 
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vents," said a letter from the Court of Directors to the Governor 
of bengal. * | 

Added to this graft, there was an ever growing expense 
of army maintenance for which there was no money provided. It 
was the task of the governor to get the cash to pay expenses, to 
look out for himself, and to stop enough of the other man's pri- 
vate graft to allow some profit to trickle through to reach the 
pockets of the stock-holders in London. 

While Clive's back was turned, his successors in ben- 
gal had deposed Mir Jafar in favor of his son-in-law, ilir Kasim, 
for which they were granted the revenues of bardwan, Midnapur, 
and Chittagong, estimated to amount to about £500,000 annually, 
and of course they “shook the pagoda tree" # for their private 
advantage, the stock-holders ought not to expect to get every- 
thing. 

It was not long before Mir Kasim was at war with the 
british on accowmt of their exactions. After two defeats at 
their hands, he took refuge in Oudh with Shuja-ud-Vaula and soon 
the new Emperor Shah Alam had joined forces with them. ‘to make 
the situation worse for the UCompany, a depoy mutiny broke out in 
the british camp. Sir Hector iimro put this down by adopting 
“the good old Moslem custom of tying the ringleaders to the mouths 


of cannon and blowing them to bits. ‘YThe method might not be 


approved by the good preachers back home, but it was effective, 


* Quoted by Frazer - BRITISH INDIA , Page 111 
# Expression used in India to mean "graft". 
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“go in a few weeks more it was possible for him to lead his sur- 


viving Sepoys against the allied forces and defeat them at 

Buxar, October 23, 1764, This placed the whole of the Mogul 
Empire at the mercy of Ingland, according to a statement of Clive 
when he heard of it. 

After the battle, Shah Alam took refuge with the Com- 
pany end Mir Jafar was restored to his former position in place 
of Mir Kasim. Appropriate "presents" were received from him by 
the Company representatives; and the emperor in return for the 
protection he was receiving, granted the Company itself the 
financial administration of the provinces of Lower Bengal, Behar, 
and Orissa. (The previous grant had been of the revenues from 
them, not their administration.) He also granted territorial 
jurisdiction over the Northern Circars, 


It was this condition that led Ulive to 


Recommendation advise most earnestly that the Crown assume 
that British immediate control of the administration in 
Crown Assume India, because he felt more strongly than 
Responsibility . ever that it was bad policy for a trading 


company to exercise an essentially political 
function, The opinion that he now expressed publicly was not a 
new one with him, for as long before as 1759 he had written 
privately to Pitt:"So large a sovereignty may possibly be an ob- 
ject too extensive for a mercantile company; and it is to be 


feared they are not of themselves able, without the nation's 


assistance, to maintain so wide a dominion. I have, therefore, 


| presumed, sir, to represent this matter to you, and submit it 
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to your consideration, whether the execution of a design that 
may hereafter be carried to still greater lengths, be worthy of 
the Government's taking it in hand." * Pitt had done nothing 
about it then, and the Company bitterly resented the recommen- 
dation now that it was published abroad. The Crown had too many 
other worries to be willing to even consider assuming a new one | 
so the matter was allowed to run on for another century. 


Although the Directors were not willing to 


Settlement listen to Clive, they were so alarmed at the high- 
of Peace handed conduct of affairs in India by their agents 
with Oudh that they sent him out for the third time in 1765, 


now as President and Governor. It was a question 
as to what he should attend to first. He decided that peace 
with Oudh was most pressing; accordingly,soon after his arrival 
in Bengal, he called on the Nawab Vizier at Benares to offer him 
terms of settlement that were most generous, since the Nawab had 
so recently been defeated by the Company troops at buxar, By 
this agreement, Oudh proper was restored to the Nawab Vizier, 
Allahabad and Corah were handed over to the Bmperor , the Rajah 
of Kenares was to retain his territories; however, the Nawab 
must pay the Company £600,000 reparations for the cost of the 
late war, and in the future there was to be an offensive and 
defensive alliance between the british and Oudh in consideration 


of which the Company would supply the Nawab with troops in any 


* Quoted by Malcolm - LIFE OF LORD CLIVE , Vol.II, Page 122 
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Waescaney that might arise, but he must pay for their use. There 
was one point on which the Nawab Vizier was adamant, there 
should be no british factories established in Oudh, * 

Clive had long felt that there was no 


Administration of room for two governments in bengal, that 


Provinces Assumed "the princes of the country must be in a 
by the Company great measure dependent on us, or we totally 


so on them," # so when Mir Jafar died, 
Clive immediately recognized his grandson, Nazim-ud-Daulah, as 
Nawab, and set about securing the authority of the emperor to 
rule in his name, so as to establish in the provinces of bengal, 
Behar, and Orissa that system of administration that he consider- 
ed best for the welfare of the people and the interests of the 
Company. As the new Nawab was not a minor, this scheme might 
have proved impossible had not Clive been able to convince him 
that he had everything to gain by it and nothing to lose except 
work. Clive was such a good salesman for the proposition - that 
the Company would assume the diwani, they would collect and ad- 
minister the revenues, and the prince would receive a fixed in- 
come of 53 lakhs of rupees a year for his personal expenses 
and to maintain a court in the style becoming to his rank and 
dignity - that when Nazim-ud-Daulah heard it he accepted the 
offer immediately, almost as though he feared it would be with- 
drawn if he gave these mad Englishmen opportwuity to change 


* Hunter - BRITISH INDIA , Page 188. 
#Melcolm * LIFE OF LORD CLIVE, Vol.II, Page 304. 
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their minds about it. "Thank God, I shall now be able to have 
as many dancing girls as I please," is generally reported as hav- 


ing been his acceptance, * 


The emperor was persuaded to confirm this arrangement 
upon the promise of annual tribute of 26 lakhs of rupees, 

Clive realized that his action might not meet with 
whole-hearted approval among the Directors when they heard of it, 
so he justified himself as well as he could in a letter that he 
wrote home immediately after the agreement had been sealed. He 
said to Mr, Dudley,who was one of the members of the Vourt as 
well as a personal friend, "With regard to the magnitude of ovr 
possessions, be not staggered. Assure yourself that the Company 


must either be what they are or be annihilated." # 


The actual administration of law and justice and the 
collection of revenues were left in the hands of the Nawab of 
Bengal and deputy nawabs at Patna and Murshidabad. Native 

- eollectors were supposed to turm over their receipts to the 
Company. The supreme power, the President and Council at Cal- 
cutta, not only did not concern itself with the administration 
of the country, they were under the strictest orders from Lon- 
don not to do so. As a result of this situation , so far from 
what Clive wanted, the Company servants busied themselves with 
trade and with making as much money as possible in as short a 


time as possible so that they could go “home"; the nawabs, 


* To this day the tradition persists in India that it was in 
these words that Nazim-ud-Vaulah sold out his birth-right to 


Clive. 
# Quoted in Malcolm - LIFE OF LORD CLIVE, Vol. II, Page 344. 
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"deputies, end collectors did not feel any responsibility for the 
welfare of the people, merely for collecting the cash; the Vom- 
pany was satisfied as long as it received its dividends, 

A native commentary, the "Siyar-ul-Mutakherin", charged: 
"The new rulers paid no attention to the concerns of the people 
of Hindustan, and suffered them to be mercilessly plundered, 
oppressed, and tormented by officers of their own appointing."* 

Clive was rather aghast as the corruption among the 

Company servants, it was so much worse than he had remembered it. 
"I fear the Military as well as the Civil are so far gone in 
luxury and debauchery, that it will require the utmost exertion 
of our united Committee to save the Company from destruction," 


he wrote. # Finally he decided to reform the whole system of in- 


Reorganization land trade, a measure which resulted in the 
of the Service united resistance of the civil servants and 


an open mutiny of the Company army, a mutiny 
which Clive sternly repressed. Under this unpopular reorgani- 
zation, both private trade and the accepting of "presents" were 
prohibited, but a fair increase of regular pay for all classes 
of servants was provided out of the proceeds of the salt monopoly. 

He then left India forever, but as a result 
and its #ffects of his year and a half of reform, the Com- 

pany stock went up to 263 on the open mar- 
ket, and dividends to 10%, This brought forth ean immediate 


*Translated in Dutt- ENGLAND AND INDIA , Page 9. 
#Frazer - BRITISH INDIA , Page 111. 
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Parliamentary investigation followed by an act of Parliament 
which defined the obligations of the Company to the government.* 
ror five yers it must pay the Excheauer £400,000 annually, must 
export $380,000 of british merchandise, its debts must not ex- 
ceed the sums due it from the government as payments on the 
various loans made by the Company in the past. Of course this 
obligation was based on greatly exaggerated notions of the 
wealth of the Company, which was, as a matter of fact, on the 
verge of bankruptcy. Empire building had interfered seriously 
with business, 

PARLIAMENTARY INVESTIGATIONS AND REGULATIONS 


As a last straw, Haidar Ali ravaged the 


Impeachment south of India, the campaign against him was 
of Robert, very badly conducted, the commanding officer 
Lord Clive was hampered by civilian "field deputies" who 


were sent to supervise his work, and by the 
time they succeeded in quelling the disturbance, the Company 
finances were sadly diminished. On top of that, a great famine 
in bengal desolated the region; it has been estimated that one 
third of the population died and a large part of the cultivated 
land reverted to jungle. The two disasters forced the Vompany 
to declare that it was not only unable to continue the annual 
payment of £400,000 to the government, but that it must have a 
large loen from the british treasury if it was to carry on. 
This confession of insolvency placed the misdoings of the Uon- 


pany in the spotlight of a Parliamentary investigation. two 


Select Committees were appotnted ue enauire into ae state, nature, 
=| * § Acts ef 1767, ilbert - INTENT IA age 40. 
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and condition of the Company, end of british affairs in the Hast 
Indies. Lord North, now prime minister, was hostile to the 
Company and hated Robert Clive; the committees brought up re- 
ports condemning the Company. As a result the nouse of Commons 
passed resolutions declaring that all the territorial acouisi- 
tions of the Company, since they had been made under the influ- 
ence of military forces, belonged of right to the state. This 
resolution was followed by a motion arraigning Clive's proceed- 
ings in Bengal as dishonorable and detrimental to the nation, 
especially assailing him on account of his dealings with Mir 
Jafar and the trickery used in the "red and white treaties". 
Clive defended himself vigorously on every count, and was able 
to present such conclusive evidence in his own behalf that the 
motion was rejected, without a division, in favor of a resolution 
"That Robert, Lord Clive, did render great and meritorious 
services to his country." * In spite of the acquittal, the fact 
that such ingratitude was shown by the people from whom he de- 
served honor, that charges of this nature had actually been 
prought against him, broke his spirit, and in November, 1774, 
almost ten years to a day after the suicide of his great trench 
opponent Dupleix, Robert Clive killed himself. 

Lord North's Regulating Act, that was 


The Re atin passed as an outcome of the investigations 
Act of 1773 which had killed Clive, was actually little 


 * Laprade - BRITISH HISTORY , Page 474. 
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“more than a warning to the Company that it must clean up some 


of the misgovernment and corruption of its officials, true re- 
form did not come wntil the loss of its colonies in America had 
taught Britain the lesson of government responsibility. Uhanges 
of a sort were made. A desultory parliamentary control over 
Company affairs was established; copies of all papers relating 
to civil or military affairs in India received by the Dieceiees 
must be sent to the Secretary of State and to the Lords of the 
Treasury within 14 days of their receipt; the government of 
Bengal, Behar, and Orissa was vested in a Governor-General, 
appointed by the Crown, who should hold office for five years; 
the presigencies of Madras, Bombay, and bencoolen were rendered 
subordinate to Bengal; a Council of Four, in which the Governor- 
General had the deciding vote in case of a tie, was created; a 
Supreme Court of Justice, consisting of a chief-justice and three 
other justices, all appointed by the Crown, was set up in Val- 
eutta to try all offenses except petty trade disputes, which 
were left to a mayor's court. 

There was no effort made to define the relation of 
this Supreme Court of Justice to the Governor-General and his 
Council; it was to administer british, rather than Indian, law; 
its jurisdiction was extended, if it chose to make it, to every 
person who paid taxes to british representatives in the country, 
therefore it could receive all manner of complaints from all 
manner of persons or sources against the Governor-General or the 
Council. Any worse tangle than this permitted cannot well be 


imagined. * 


__¥ Regulating Act. llbert - GOV ENT OF INDIA, Pages 43,46. 


| 


wie j 


Waren 2 


- = : : - — 
ri J Viagvao-v eds od. ms frtew 2 


. 


ive vous 


; 4 ni hdd, ee 


; — + c ih whadt be a ‘ 
° fy ifaeTixa ofa 


UJ 
i 
" 4 

: m etow Jtoe a to} 
se . : ay 
: ‘aw Stisiis ¥ fag ao / 
- ‘ 7 “f 
; 2 f . t ex tat! ' to [ivio of | 
‘ ! : tes 7 iI9é 2 d ¥ BL 4 2. 


- raty @I sofasi yiseaer? 


a 
. 


~ Apeee 
2 amie sd. 
aS: 
7 


r 


2 5 sf «OCW 

| | 

| yteoet binoo ¢t etotetedt 
: | 4 

| | | i roe To smosteq to Teniam 


seTow wad 


112 


Other provisions raised the voting qualifications of 
stock-holders to £1,000 of stock held for at least twelve months; 
prohibited all persons residing in the Company's settlements 
from taking more than 12% interest a year on loans; prohibited 
all persons in the King's or Company's service from accepting 
any presents of any nature from any native ruler or trader; the 
governor-general, councilmen, and judges were forbidden to have 
any concern whatsoever with trade. 

Another act of parliament of this same years8 lent the 
Company £1,400,000 in excheouer bills at 43% and agreed to fore- 
go the annual payment from territorial revenues of £400,000 
until the debt was discharged; but et the same time, it restri¢t- 
ed the dividends on stock to 6% until the bonded indebtedness of 
the Company was reduced to £1,500,000; there was to be a semi- 
annual presentation of accounts to the Lords of the Treasury; 
the Company must not accept more than £300,000 annually in Indian 
pills; it must export a quantity of british merchandise; it was 
to export its surplus stock of tea to America. 

These two acts very carefully confined their terms to 
re~-arrangement of the governing body at home and to reform of 
the system abroad; they just as carefully evaded the ouestion of 
sovereign prerogative, and left the territorial acauisitions and 
revenues in the hands of the Company for the duration of its 
charter. The Regulating Act of 1773 is chiefly important be- 
eause it did embody the first attempt at giving some definite 
form to the vague rulership that had devolved upon the Vompany. 


A foundation had been laid, but thw work of interior organization 
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was scarcely begun, it remained for Warren Hastings to build up 


the fabric of administration. 
Administration of Warren Hastings 

Warren Hastings was the first Governor-General under 
the Regulating Act, one of the Company's most able and loyal 
servants, but as unfortunate as Clive in the calumny that wes 
heaped upon him. Actually he did lay the foundation for an ef- 
ficent and honest system of judicial and civil administration 
in the Indian public service; the Government of India Act of 
1784 was largely based on the reforms that he had inaugurated, 
but he did not get the credit for that. He had already had 
considerable experience in Indien affairs when he was made 
governor-general; from writer in 1750, he had advanced to a 
member of the council in Calcutta, where he had been so favor- 
ably regarded by Clive that there was considerable wonder that 
the latter had recommended Vansittart to succeed him when he 
returned to England, instead of Hastings. After a vacation at 
home, Hastings had returned to India as a member of the council 
at Madras; from this position he was ordered to Calcutta as the 


Governor-General. 


His first success was in overpowering 
Annexation of the Marathas and overcoming their schemes to 
Territory and force the Company out of bengal and in gain- 
Creation of a ing Kora and Allahabad in the process of 
buffer State wrecking the plot. Yo build up a buffer 


state between bengal and the Marathas, he 


made the treaty of Kenares with the Nawab Vizier of Oudh. By 
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the terms of this an alliance was entered upon; Kora and Alla- 
habad were ceded to Oudh; British help was promised for the con- 
guest of outlying parts of Rohilakhand; and the Company was to 
receive 40 lakhs of rupees outright and 210,000 rupees monthly 
while its army was in the field. by this treaty, Hastings 
created a compact friendly state, easily attacked or protected 
by the british as circumstances should demand, for he was under 
no illusions concerning the permanence of Indian alliances. It 
was so exposed to the Marathas as to be completely dependent 
upon british aid for protection while it was rich enough to be 
able to pay generously for that protection. Honest or not, the 
scheme worked and, for the time being, the british territories 


were free from the danger of invasion. 


Administrative He next reformed the administration. At 
Reforms orders from the Directors, he arrested the 


deputy nawabs, although he kmew them and be- 
lieved them to be innocent of malfeasance in office, and brought 
them down to Calcutta for an investigation into their methods 
end conduct. ‘To prevent a recurrence of such necessity, he 
placed central revenue offices at Calcutta under imglish officials 
known as the "Board of Revenue"; below these were commissioners 
who supervised a group of districts; in each district was an 
English collector, who had charge of collecting revenues, acting 
as a civil judge, and as a district criminal court. A strict 
code of regulations for the collectors was formulated, and two 
Sadar Courts of Appeal were established at Calcutta. This sys- 
tem took away the judicial powers of the local landlords, the 
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‘gemindars, while it left them the opportubity to exploit their 


tenants as of yore. 

There were many weaknesses in this system, as no one 
knew better than Hastings himself. “For my own part, I esteem it 
as a temporary expedient, both useful and necessary.....but as a 
fixed and established regulation, I am apprehensive that it will 
be attended with consequences oppressive to the inhabitants, 
prejudicial to the revenue, and ruinous to the trade of the coun- 
try," he wrote to Lawrence Sullivan in tiarch of 1774;*end at 
another time he wrote to Sir George Colebrook," It is impossible 
to avoid errors; and there are cases jn which it may be necessary 
to adopt expedients which are not to be justified on such prin- 
ciples as the public can be judges of." # but the weaknesses 
were the result of conditions beyond his control as his letters 
indicate; he did what he could under the existing circumstances, 

Lands were leased for five years to the highest bidders 
emong the zemindars, who would then rent it to the ryots, or 
tenant farmers, for whatever they could get. The Company assumed 
that as the rent paid to them was not increased during the term 
of the lease, the zemindars would not increase the demands they 
made on their tenants, but of course the zemindars did exploit 
the ryots wherever and whenever they dared, just as Hastings 
warned the Directors they would. 

His arbitrary exercise of power in attempting to re- 


* Gleig - MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS , Vol.I, Page 385. 
# Frazer - BRITISH INDIA, Page 122. 
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— the administration dissatisfied many who claimed that he 
took away from the native local chiefs and zemindars all power 
of keeping peace within their own territories; that he rejected 
all codperation of the natives in managing what were, efter all, 
their own affairs; that he set ignorant young inglishmen just 
out from Oxford, accent and all, to administer civil and criminal 
law, collect revenues, maintain security for life and property, 
and generally administer the government over a people of whose 
manners, customs, and psychology they kmew nothing. 

He had the Hindu law codified for the first time by 
calling in noted native scholars to do this work; he reformed 
the Calcutta police; put down the Vacoits who had been ravaging 
the countryside as organized bands of robbers, ‘This suppression 
of the Vacoits gave rise, later, to charges of injustice against 
him on account of the methods he used. de had every captured 
Vacoit hanged in his own village and the village itself heavily 
fined for complicity. He made no attempt to prove this com- 
plicity in court, simply assumed that it was true, since his 
knowledge of the East made him certain that in nine cases out of 
ten it would be fact, but that it would not be susceptible of 
proof in more than one case in a thousand. 

Company finances were inproved by cutting down the 
allowance made to the Nawab of Bengal, by exacting an increased 
tribute from the new Rajah of Benares enh te estates of the 
old Rajah, kis uncle, were transferred to him after a rebellion 
against the Company; by a fine of £1,000,900 collected from the 
Begams of Oudh because oftheir aid to the 01d Rajah of Benares in 
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Seo waeines At the time of his impeachment:one of the charges 
against Hastings was that of extortion and undue severity in his 
treatment of the begams, yet they were among those who sent to 
London unsolicited and obviously sincere testimonials in favor 
of the defendant while the trial was in progress. * Whether 
this collection from the Begams was a case of oppression or not, 
it is to be noted that the Directors did not refuse nor returm 
the money he so secured. 

"Before the cold season of 1774, Hastings had wrought 
a marvellous change in what seemed to him at the outset ' a con- 
fused heap of indigested materials, as wild as chaos itself,' 
He had made his influence felt for good in all branches of Ad- 
ministrative work. The trade of the Company had been stimulated 
by the removal of many local imposts, and by the adoption of a 
low, uniform customs duty. ‘The village weavers, rescued from 
pondage to grinding task-masters, were set free to make their 
own bargains with the Company's agents for the produce of their 
looms. The manufacture of salt and opium was brought under 
government control, to become a growing source of revenues” A 
hank iwasi opened in Calcutta under Hastings's auspices, and he 
took special credit to himself for abolishing 911 fees and duties 
on marriages. In short, within the limits prescribed by his 
masters, who still shirked a part of their political duty, he 
bad sieges 1 ee : iets - 
* Smith - Oxford History - mentions these testimonials and they 


may be seen, among many others, in the Record and Library 


Department of the India Office. 
Smith- OXFORD HISTORY OF INDIA , Page 539. 


# In the next century the Opium trade led to war with China, and 
in the 20th century the salt monopoly is met by bitter opposition 
from the followers of Mahatma. 
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civilized rule over the provinces won by the sword and diploma- 
ey of Clive." # 


Just at this point, three new members 


Opposition to of the Council arrived from London, forerunners 
Hastings by of that "Pagett, M.P. " of whom Kipling writes. 
his Council They were prepared to be unpleasant; immediate- 


ly they commenced to investigate and to inter- 
fere with Hastings's work; they condemned the Treaty of Benares; 
denounced the Rohilla war; recalled the troops; demanded imme- 
diate payment of all arrears by the Nawab Vizier, and raised by 
50,000 rupees a month the subsidy that his father, Suraj-ud- 
Daulah, had paid for the maintenance of the british garrison in 
Oudh,. It was useless for Hastings to protest against the stu- 
pidity and injustice of the procedure. "We three are king" was 
the attitude of Francis, the most objectionable of the group, 
and they attempted to prove that they really were by forcing a 
new treaty on the Nawab Vizier who came into office at this 
juncture upon the death of the old Nawab. 

Immediately word flew through the north that Hastings 
had been deposed and the the members of the Council were anxious 
to secure evidence against him. Nanda Kumar was more than 
willing to be accommodating. He sent the Council a letter 
charging that Hastings had accepted enormous bribes and support- 


jing his charges with forged evidence. Much as the Council 
* Trotter - WARREN HASTINGS , Page 73,74. 
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really did want to depose the governor, they were not able to 
do so; and, in spite of their somewhat half-hearted efforts to 
gave him, the Supreme Court found Nanda Kumar guilty of forgery 
and hanged him. Fortunately, the deaths of two members of the 
Couneil left Hastings strong enough to go on with his work, in 


spite of the constant opposition of Francis, the third London 


member, 

As a result of the #rench alliance with 
Effect of the the United States in the American Revolution, 
American now going on, french attacks in India were to 
Revolution be feared; the Marathas threatened bengal; 
on Indian two other native princes were preparing to 
Affairs crush the british in the Veccan. Hastings 


had to prevent all this and at the same time 
to get the money somewhere, somehow, to pay for it. trancis 
still opposed and hindered himin every way that he could think 
of until a duel between the two, in which the councilman was 
shot, convinced him that his health required a change of climate 
and an immediate return to London, "My antagonists sickened, 
died, and fled. I maintained my ground unchanged," Warren Has- 


tings wrote to David Anderson in 1786, * 


As soon as he was free to go ahead, Hastings called 
upon Chait Singh, Rajah of benares, for contributions and men 
to help defend their possessions against their common enemies, 

rai acl fuet ld ted 


* Letter of September 13, 1786 to David Anderson quoted in 
Gleig - MEMOIRS OF WARREN HASTINGS, Vol. III, Page 304. 
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no men available, witil the governor added on a fine for delay 
ten times as great as the original demand and went to Kenares 
in person to collect. In spite of a native rising in benares 
and the flight of the Rajah, through the installation of a new 
Rajah who was more amenable to reason, the tribute was collected - 
end more. 

It was at this time that Hastings helped the Nawab 
Vizier to seize the wealth of the begams of Oudh, his mother and 
grandmother, in order to pay the 41,900,900 fine already men- 
tioned. ( Page 116) 


The northern provinces were safeguarded, 


Extension of so Hastings turned to bombay, now threatened 
british by the Marathas. The British government there 
Influence had turned king-maker as Vupleix had done, in 
across India order to gain the new territories of bassein 


and Salsette, and increased security for the 
territory they already had, but through the interference of the 
councilman Francis, they had lost all they had gained and con- 
siderable of their prestige as well, Hastings sent a british 
army clear across India, under the command of Goddard, to their 
rescue, an impossible move, but it was accomplished just the 
same. by this coup, he established british influence across 
India from Calcutta to Bombay. 

Because the French were at war with tngland in America, 

Hastings seized their settlements at Chandernagore, Pondichery, 
and Mahé. Haidar Ali, who had been getting French officers for 


his troops and supplies from Mahé, swept down on Madras in re- 


mo) 


- 
- 


~*~ 


ys 


7 
, 
t 
~~ 
‘ 
a? 
a 


> a 
., 
od 7 
+. 
cr * 
} ; 
: 
2 
. 
wt 
“ 
. 
nd “ 7: 
. 
rf 
+ 
385 
wot 
, 
: 
st 
= 
" he 
> be P 
, 
~ ck 


a4 
ae earriess | 
aS ioc “Gs j 
Has + oa 


,asea a) 


Ms i <a 7 
agoow er 
eds era 2 
a. a a 

Us 


- 


6 tne 


e DLE a 


“a F ¢ : 
feasy >) pie 


121 


venge, but Hastings was able to get troops and naval forces 


there in time to save that presidency. 

The hero of this war against Haidar Ali was Sir Eyre 
Coote, who had served in the wars against france under the com- 
mand of Clive. Haidar died in December, 1782, leaving orders 
for his son to make peace with the English. Coote followed him 
to the grave in April, and the death of the gallant officer 
seems to have encouraged Tipu, the new ruler of Mysore, to con- 
tinue the war for another year, until the surrender of iiangalor 
forced him to consider a treaty with the British. 

Although that treaty was criticised as not being suf- 
ficently favorable to the victors, from that time on it was the 
British who dominated the politics of India, not the Marathas, 

Hastings's work was almost done. He established a 
Madrasa, or Moslem college, to train men for leadership in India; 
he tried to open a trade with Indo-China; he improved the process 
of collecting revenues by doing away with provincial councils 
and placing the responsibility in the hands of four of his best 
men who were thoroughly honest and trustworthy as well as capable; 
he placed the finances of benares and Oudh on a sound basis; then 
he returned home to be crucified by his implacable enemy, !rancis, 
who succeeded in dragging him through a seven years' impeachment 
and criminal trial before a court which perfunctorily pronounced 
him "Not guilty." 


In the impeachment proceedings before the 


Impeachment House of Lords, which acted as the court in this 
of Warren case, the best orators of the day were arrayed 


‘Hastings ageinst him, end they spared no depths of vili- 
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fication and abuse to hurl against him. "The impeachment of 
Warren Hastings is, I think, a blot on the judicial history of 
the country. It was monstrous that a man should be tortured at 
irregular intervals for seven years in order that a singularly 
incompetent tribunal might be addressed before an excited au- 
dience by burke and Sheridan, in language far removed from the 
calmness with which an advocate for the prosecution ought to 
address a criminal court." * 

Each year found the charges against him growing more 
lurid, until finally his prosecutors overshot their mark, and 
the members of the House of Lords began to stay away from ses- 
sions when they knew that the prosecution was going to talk 
some more, although there would be a fairly numerous attendance 
when answers to the charges were on the calendar. At length they 
wearied even of that side of the case, so when it was finally 
brought to vote, only twenty nine peers were there to cast their 
ballots. On a few charges, the decision was 235 to 6 in his fa- 
vor; in two it was 28 to 1; in the others it was unanimous, 

Since most persons are familiar only with the oratory 
hurled against him at the time of his impeachment, it seems only 
fair to ouote a little from the other,distinctly opposite, side 
of the picture. 

I quate first from the CALCUTTA GAZETTE of October 30, 


* Sir James Stephen - HISTORY OF CRIMINAL LAW, Vol.I, Page 160, 
quoted by Lyall - WARREN HASTINGS, Page 223, 
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1794, an article written and read by men who knew for themselves 


and not by hearsay what Hastings was and what he had done for 


british India. "We trust we may now conclude the evidence upon 


this long and most expensive cause as closed, and that the na- 


tion will cease to be called upon for thousands after thousands 


in support of a prosecution of which wvery man is heartily sick, 


_Do we want to know the result of the measures of wr. Hastings? 


Look at the amount of the resources. Three millions sterling a 
year when he came to the government. five millions two hundkred 


thousand pounds when he left it. five millions five hundred 


thougand pounds now. Uo we want to know the character of Kir. 
Hastings? and the respect in which his name is held in India? 
Look at the evidence of the Marquis Cornwallis, Volonel Slair, 


Colonel Duff, Colonel Popham, and of every gentleman who was 


examined. Look at the testimonials transmitted by the Natives 


of India, the addresses of the inhabitants of Valcutta, the 


‘Officers of the Army, and the thanks of the Directors snd Pro- 


prietors, approved by the King's Ministers, for his long, faith- 


ful and able services. If we are told in reply that his ser- 


vices were accidental, but that his object was, as stated by the 


last House of Commons, to acquire exhorbitant wealth, let us ask 
what one fact through the whole trial supports such a charge, 
and whether the evidence of lir. Larkins does not totally do it 
away? After going through such an ordeal, Mr. Hastings may rest 
in security; his character is beyond the reach of fate, for the 
world will not forget that Mr. Hastings was not arraigned for 


petty crimes, but that he was charged with every atrocity that 


can disgrace and degrade human nature. In the end we trust that 
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ee) 4t will appear that 'magna est veritas, et prevalebit,' a ouota- 
tion at least as apt as ir. Burke's." * 


As the Calcutta Gazette has suggested, let us look at 


= 


the evidence of the Marquis Cornwallis, called as a witness and 
testifying under oath, that " during the whole of his residence 


in India ( that is during the seven years that he was governor- 


general, immedistely succeeding Hastings ) no personal complaint 


had been received, that Hastings was much esteemed and respected 


by the natives in general and had rendered very essential services 


to his comtry." # 


Look at the testimonials transmitted by the natives of 
India. First take one from the inhabitants of Kenares: " He 


laid the foundations of justice and the pillars of the law. In 


every shape, we, the inhabitants of this country,during the time 
of his administration, lived in ease and peace. In every way he 
cherished us in honor and credit." /i 
The next is from Mashidabad. "No oppression nor 
tyranny was admitted over enyone......ein affairs concerning the 
government end revenues, he was not covetous of any other men's 


money or property; he was not open to bribery....He used great 


* Calcutta Gazette. October 30,1794. tound in Vol.II of the 
bound volumes of reprints, Page 137. 

# Lyall * WARREN HASTINGS , Page 215. 

/i Quoted in Forrest - WARREN HASTINGS, Page 312, but the origi- 
nal document, with the one next quoted and many,many others may 
be found in the Record and Library Department of the India Office 
: whose attendants are very kind about getting them out for a per- 
son who is really interested in using them. 
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| exertions to cultivate the country, to increase the agriculture, 


and the revenues......He respected the learned end the wise men, 


end in order for the propagation of learning, he built a college 


and endowed it with a provision for the maintenance of the stu- 


dents, in so much that thousands reaping the benefits thereof 


offer up their prayers for the prosperity of Imgland and for the 


-guccess of the Company." * 


Since these natives had nothing to gain from sending 


these statements, as Warren Hastings was discredited and his 


enemies were in power, the honesty end sincerity of their tes- 


_ ¢imony can hardly be doubted, although it does show such a dif- 


ferent face from that presented by Edmund Burke in his much pub- 
licised speeches, 
Look at an address presented by the inhabitants of 


Calcutta. "No one can recollect a period wherein impartial 


justice, political wisdom, and a liberal attention to the rights 


of individuals, were more eminently cCOnspicuouS....cccccccccvccs 
While the rest of India looked up to you for their preservation 


from the distractions of war and the devastations of femine, we 


have enjoyed an tminterrupted plenty and security; blessings 


which........were procured for us bu your spirited measures; 


| which have raised upon a most solid base the superstructure of 


public happiness." # 


__ he officers of the Bengal army join in the chorus 


* Forrest - WARREN HASTINGS , Page 313. 

# Address from the inhabitants of Calcutta to Warren Hastings, 
printed in the Calcutta Gazette of February 10,1785. Found in 
Vol. I, Page 72 of the bound volumes of reprints. 
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by speaking of their remembrance of Warren Hastings's "wisdom, 


moderation, end justive" then go on to say "With us and with the 


natives of this country, your name must ever be revered, and, 


with Clive's be handed down with honour, respect, and admiration 
to the latest posterity." * 

The testimonials and addresses of this nature that 
can be quoted seem endless, the public journals of the time 
show that enlightened opinion was entirely on the side of Hastings, 
end the Calcutta Gazette reports "most elegant balls" and "very 
elegant dinners" in honor of his acoauittal in various issues 
all through the year 1795. 

Hastings, like Clive, proved that the more a man did to 
promote british interests in India the worse he would be treated 
by Parliament when his work was done; but the Company itself 
proved rather more appreciative of the great services that he 
had rendered them. They granted him a pension of £4,000 annually 
for twenty-eight and a half years from the date of his return 
home, and lent him £50,000 without interest. Later they remitted 
the greater part of the loan, since the money had been used in 


fighting the impeachment, and extended his pension for life. 


New Parliamentary Regulations 


The impeachment of Warren Hastings had one good ef- 
fect, since it put the spotlight of publie interest sauarely 


* Address from the Officers of the bengal Army, October 1, 1795, 
quoted in Lawson - PRIVATE LIFE OF WARREN HASTINGS - Page 120, 
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| 
| upon the problem of Indian government for the first time in 
history. The magnitude of the responsibilities which had de- 
volved upon the East India Company when it found itself, eas a 


result of the eighteenth century wars, transformed from a mere 


trading company to a great agency of government had not been 


recognized formerly by Imgland. Clive had seen it and had urged 
that the government of ingland should assume full responsibility 
for the dominions in India. Burke had inspired a proposal, 


known as "Fox's India Bill" to follow Ulive's 


Fox's India recommendation and take over full responsibility 
Bill, 17835 for the government of India into the hands of the 


nation. That the task was worthy of the atten- 
tion of the Parliament or the Crown, burke had emphasized con- 
tinually. In one speech on the East India bill in December of 

1783 he said: "With very few, and those inconsiderable, intervals, 

the British dominion, either in the Company's name or in the 

name of princes absolutely dependent upon the Company, extends 

from the mountains that separate India from Tartery to Cape Cor- 
morin, that is, one and twenty degrees of latitude......If 1 were 
to take the whole aggregate of our possessions there, I should 

compare it, as the nearest parallel I could find, to the empire 

of Germany." * 

* The empire of Germany to which he refers was the Hapsburg em- 
‘pire, of course, not the German empire of the years since 1870, 
Speech on Fox's East India Bill is printed in Burke's - WORKS 
AND CORRESPONDENCE, Vol. III, Page 455. 
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There were reallt two bills presented. ‘the first pro- 
posed to transfer the government of India to a board of seven 
commissioners, eppointed by Parliament for four years. Vacancies 
occurring in the board were to be filled by the Crown. ‘These 
commissioners were to act as trustees for the property of "John 
Company" * although its actual management was to remain with a 
Council of Directors, who should act under the orders of the 
commissioners. The bill went so far as to name the men who 
should thus assume the reins of government - every one of them a 
political supporter of tox. 

The second bill dealt with administrative reforms; it 
would curtail monopoly rights, again prohibit extortion of "pre- 
sents", regulate the hiring out of Sritish troops to native ru- 
lers, and prevent the transformation of the holdings of zemin- 
dars into hereditary estates. me 

Since the impeachment of Hastings had not yet aroused 
general interest of the people in Indisn government problems, and 
as, at the time that these measures were under consideration, a 
bitter party struggle was going on in the Parliament so that 
politicians were denouncing one another personally, politically, 
lead in every other way as crooks, liars, charlatans, the oquestion 
Pceuod to resolve itself into whether or not these crooks were to 
* The british East India Company was regarded so completely as a 


corporate personality that throughout India it was often referred 
+o in this way, and many natives believed "John" was a man. 


** Ilbert - GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, Page 64, 
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have India as the prize plum rather than whether or not the Uom- 
pany ought to continue to rule that country. In order to save 
their positions, the politicians got together in a new coalition 
‘ministry. The coalition was defeated, fox and burke were turned 
out of office, and the Hox bill was dead. 


The new prime minister, Pitt, was in a 


Pitt's India position of unusual strength in the session of 
Act. 1784. 1784, as he had the support of the moderate men 


in both parties. ‘This gave him the opportunity 

to present and carry a new "Government of India Act" which re- 
sembled the Fox bill although it differed somewhat in details. 

It provided for a board of Control which was responsible to 
Parliament, end was in effect a committee of the cabinet, ap- 
pointed by the Crown as any other such committee would be, this 
pody was represented in Parliament by a president and a secretary; 
it had the power to revise acts of the directors of the Kast 


India Company; it could transmit orders to India without in- 


forming anyone but a secret committee of three of the directors. 


The governor-general, together with the presidents and 


eouncils in India, were to be chosen by the Company subject to 


the approval of the king and the cabinet, and could be removed 


at any time by the king. ‘The Governor of bengal was ex-officio 


governor-general, and he was always to be a man of rank and po- 


sition. These men were responsible in some matters to the 


Court of Directors, in others to the board of Uontrol. 


The act established a special court in England for the 


trial of abuses committed in India. This court was to be made 
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up of three judges, four peers, and six members of the House of 


| Gommons. It is well to note that this court was never summoned 


to meet, since there was never any occasion for its services. 

The Board of Control, responsible to Parliament, was 
to be the last word in all matters of policy although the Direc- 
tors must be consulted; it could recall any official appointed 
by the Directors; the governor-general and the presidents of 


Bombay and Madras could still be overridden by their councils 


as Hastings had been, although, since there were now only three 


in each, the governor could, with the support of one member, 


earry the vote. He was still without power equal to his respon- 


sibility. * 
By the supplementary act of 17935, this 


| Act of 1793 weakness was remedied by giving the governor- 


general power to disregard a majority vote of 
his council provided that he did so formally and formally ac- 
cepted full responsibility for his own action. This act also 
renewed the charter for another twenty years, and stated that 
if the charter should at any time bé terminated, the Company 
could still carry on trade in common with any other british 
citizens. All officials appointed by the Directors of the 


Company were to be eligible only after they had served the 


Company in residence in India for twelve years. ** 


* Ilbert - GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, Page 65. 
** Idem. Page 72. 
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The success of the Company in its mili- 


End of Monopoly tary and political functions removed the last 
of Indian excuse for continuing its exclusive trade 
“Trade. 1813 privileges, since the fact that a stable 


| government had been established in India 

made it possible for any Englishman to trade there without 
eausing difficulties with the native princes. Accordingly, in 
1813, the trade to India was thrown open to all British subjects.* 
Although the Company continued to send a certain quantity of goods 
to India as the easiest way to make remittances, practically it 
ceased to play any part in the export trade. It still retained 


its monopoly of the tea trade with China, with power to limit 
the supply and maintain prices until 1833, 


The act of 1784 fad said that four times a year the 


Company should auction off enough tea to meet the demand, It 


was allowed to estimate the demand itself. The “upset” price 


was to equal prime cost plus overhead plus freight. The Company 


was very careful to so estimate the demand as to prevent the 


slightest surplus; and to so figure the upset price as to secure 
great profits. It was the protest of the Inglish consumers at | 
the high prices demanded that resulted in the opening of that 
trade to all comers. 


An act of Parliament in 1833 did away 


China Trade Open with the monopoly rights of the Company in 
* Ilbert - GOVERNMENT OF INDIA , Page 75. 
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China and Tea the China and tea trade and ordered that 
Grade Monopoly it should use all convenient speed in clos- 
Cancelled .1833 ing out its commercial business and in sell- 


ing all of its property not retained for 
government purposes. The Crown took over all debts of the Vom- 
pany and guaranteed the stock-holders their dividends out of the 


revenues of India. These revenues were to pay a fixed dividend 


_of 10 guineas on each £100 of stock. * 


In accordance with this act, in April of 1834 the 


Honorable Company of Merchants of Imgland Trading to the Hast 


| Indies ceased to be traders and became merely a council advising 


and assisting in the political control of India. The government 


function was left with the Company only because the nation was 
not yet prepared to assume it completely. At this time a fourth 


or law member was added to the Council in India, who need not 


| be one of the Company's servants and who was entitled to be pre- 


sent only at sittings for making laws and regulations; the au- | 
thority of acts of parliament was accorded to all laws and regu- 
lations so made, subject to the veto of the Court of Directors; 
a law commission was created; and the governor-general in coun- 
ceil was given control over the other presidencies in India. 


By 1830 the Company had realized that its 


Sale of the days as a trader were numbered, and so had begun 
Fleet. to sell off the fleet of Hast Indiamen, so that 


* Ilbert - GOVERNMENT OF INDIA , Page 87. 
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it did not take long after the act of 1833 had been passed for 
them to fulfil the demand that they dispose of this part of the 
property not required for government purposes. The last ship 
of the once mighty fleet was the ELIZABETH (a most significant 


neme) which sailed from China under the Company flag in March, 


1834, and was tied up at the wharf of the Company agent at Hali- 


fax, Nova Scotia, Mr. Cumarda, on the 18th of August, 1834, 


The commanders and other officers who had been in the 


Company's service felt abused at being drydocked through act of 
Parliament. Although many of them later shipped on independent 
East Indiamen, others considered it beneath their dignity to 


serve an interloper - and to the genuine old Company master all 


the maritime world was as definitely divided into the two 


_¢classes of Company ships and interlopers as the ancient world 


was divided into Greeks and barbarians. 


These ex-officers banded together to send a letter to 


the Company in which they pointed out that, as Company ships and 
| seamen had been employed for over two hundred years, during 


which they had been instrumental in securing the vast territory 


of British India, so present day officers and men had entered 
ane service for life, at least they had had the confident ex- 
pectation that such was to be the duration of their service. 
Now they found themselves deprived of their profession through 
the sudden ceasing of the Company's trade. 

The Directors recognized that this protest was reason- 
able, so, although they were powerless to do anything toward 
giving these sailors back their ships, rather reluctantly, per- 
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haps, they voted to pension all who had been five years or more 


in their service. 


The Conouest of India 


In 1793 Parliament declared that it 


Casual Nature was contrary to the wishes, policy, and 
of the Conquest even the honor of the nation to pursue any 


schemes of conouest or extension of dominion 


in India. Parliament night declare, but fate was against the 


enforcement of their will, for the position of the Company was 


| such that the only alternatives before them were alliances and 


eannexations or quitting the country entirely. As Sir Herbert 


Maxwell said " there was no middle course between conouest and 


extinction," * 


When Lord Cornwallis was asked to go to 


Administration India as governor-general in 1782, he refused 
gf Lord because he said he could see no reason why he 
| Cornwallis ' ghould run the risk of being disgraced to all 


eternity for his efforts. He wrote ouite de- 


finitely that he was not willing "to abandon my children and 


every comfort on this side of the grave, to cquarrel with the 


Supreme Government of India, whatever it may be, to find that I 


have neither power to model the army nor to correct abuses; and 


finally, to run the risk of being beated by some Nabob and dis- 


graced to all eternity." *1 I, spite of his reluctance, constant 


*Maxwell - CENTURY OF EMPIRE , Vol.I, Page 78. 
*L Karr - LORD CORNWALLIS, Page 17. 
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urging finally broke down his resistance, sand after four years 


| of refusal, he accepted office in 1786. As he was the first 


governor-general who had not been an employee of the Vompany 


before assuming that office, he came in with all the prestige of 
his high position instead of being regarded by the other agents 


as simply one of themselves who had had "a lucky break" or a 


"null", 
Three main tasks were set before him by the 
_ Problems act of 1784: 1. to establish a system of non-in- 
| Hacing tervention in Indian affairs; 2. to inouire into 
Cornwallis and redress complaints of rajahs and other land- 


holders, and to make permanent settlements of 
land revenues; 3. to reorganize the administrative system. 


Unfortunately for the first of these, Tipu 


| Annexations Sahib of Mysore attacked the Rajah of Travancore 


who was an ally of the British . ‘To deal effec- 
tively with Tipu, Cornwallis had to make an alliance with the 


_Marathas and the Nizem, and they demanded as a condition of their 


aid now a guarantee of future protection against Tipu. The dif- 


ficulties in settling the affair of Tipu were many. The army 


was badly equipped, there was no money in the treasury to pay 


the expenses of a war, there were weaklings in the government 
at Madras, and the officer in command in the field was so in- 
competent that Lord Cornwallis himself had to take the field. 
His victory at Bengalore could not be followed up on account of 
lack of ammunition, yet the very next year he had managed to so 


reinforce his army and to get the native merchants collecting 
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or grain for him to use to feed his army that he was able to take 
Savandrumyg and three other forts, and to force Tipu to evacuate 


every fortification north of the river CUauvery. 


| 


When Tipu was defeated, as a safeguard for the future 
‘Cornwallis had to annex over half of his territory and share it 
eoually with his allies. In the administration of his successor, 
Sir John Shore, the Nizam and the Marathas went to war against 

| each other; in accordance with the parliamentary policy, dir 
John refused to intervene with the result that the Nizam was 
‘completely defeated, the Marathas became more dangerous than 
Tipu had been at his worst, and all India lost respect for bri- 
tish power. So much of this part of Vornwallis's work was 
nullified, although the ennexations were permanent. 

| The success of Vornwallis's settlement of 
Permanent the land revenues is a question open to a difference 
Settlements of opinion. That it needed settlement is beyond 

| question. Estates had been sold to speculators, 
money lenders forced the rents up to secure the money needed to 
pay the demands of the government. "I may safely assert that one 
third of the Company's territory in Hindostan is now a jmegle, 
inhabited only by wild beasts," Cormwallis reported to the board 
in London soon after his arrival in the coutry.* A proposal to 
fix the lend revenues for a period of ten years was opposed by 
Lord Cornwallis on the ground that no proprietor would bother to 
clear away jungle and encourage ryots to come to cultivate the 


* Quoted by both Dutt - ENGLAND AND INDIA , Page 12 
and Smith - OXFORD HISTORY OF INDIA, Page 565. 
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cleared land if at the end of the period he was liable to be 
assessed greatly increased taxes or else to lose his lend. for 


this reason he wanted the settlement permanent and made it so. . 


In 17935 a proclamation was made that the land revenues had been 


settled in perpetuity in the provinees of bengal, Behar, and O- 
rissa. This settlement had been fixed on the basis of 014 ac- 
counts at £3,500,000 sterling, per annum. Its immediate recep- 
tion by the people of the regions involved as reflected in the 
Indian press seems to have been favorable. An editorial in the 
Calcutta Gazette on the 9th of May, 1793 said in part: "To enter 
into detail of the advantages that will, in all probability, be 
derived from the various articles of this proclamation.....ceee 
would lead into a very wide field........but the great purpose 
of it, the permanent settlement of the land-tax, we consider as 
involving so much of politival truth with practical benefit, 


thet we cahnot pass it over." * 


The merits or failure of the scheme have been much dis- 
puted ever since, so a brief summary of the claims on each side 
seems to be necessary. Those against it argue that at the time 
of settlement the amount reouired was so great that it caused 
hereditery holders to sell their rights to new leaseholders 
wholesale, and the latter rack-rented the tenants without mercy, 
so everybody suffered. Then, as years went on and the prosperi- 


ty of the region increased, the government income from it could 


not be proportionally increased since the settlement was a per- 


* Calcutta Gazette,May 9,1793.Found in Vol. II of the bound 
volumes of reprints, Page 366. 
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manent one, so the revenue was only a small part of what it 

might have been had the question of land-revenues been postponed 

or given a ten year settlement. 
) Those in favor just as definitely state that the mode- 
ration of the settlements was proved by the complete payment of 
the "jamma" to the government by all except two zamindaris, and 
the payment of arrears by several of them in addition to the 
eurrent dues in the very first year it was in effect. They also 
claim that the very great extension of cultivation in bengal 
during the next hundred years was largely the result of the per- 
manent settlement, since the profits from extension have remain- 
ed with the people instead of going into the pockets of absentée 
stock-holders, end have so bettered the condition of the Indisens, 
As the government got no increase from the zemindars, they could 
demand no increase from the ryots, so cultivators in bengal are 
more prosperous, self-reliant, and free from famine than any others 
in all India. 
Probably the truth oe Satie between the two camps. 


The reorganization of the administra- 


Reorganization tive system was more definitely satisfactory 
of the than either of his other accomplishments. 
Administrative Abuses in collection of land-revenues had 
System by Lord ' been great, due partly to the method of col- 
Cornwallis lection, The collectors were paid a small 


1 | salary plus large commissions, end these 
payments had been supplemented by the familiar o1d custom of 
"Shaking the pagoda tree". Cornwallis put a check to this 
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‘eustom and forced the Court of Directors to pay adecuate salaries. 
He had to make one code and system of collection that would be 
absolutely fair and at the same time satisfactory to tenant 
farmers, zamindars, and John Company. His task makes modern 

code building look like child's play. 

He completely separated revenue and executive sieraee- 
tration from judicial. Collectors now collected revenues only; 
magistrates and judges were sent to every district for the other 
work. A civil court was established in each district, presided 
over by a senior writer assisted by a junior writer and a regis- 
trar. Above these there were four provincial courts of appeal, 
at Calcutta, Patna, Dacca, and Murshidabad, presided over by 
three judges and two junior European assistants, with learmed 
Hindu end Moslem lawyers attached to explain the native laws. 

At the head there was the Supreme Court, the Presidency Court, 
presided over by the Chief Justice and puisne justices. for 
the administration of criminal justice, the judges of the pro- 
vincial courts went on circuit to try cases, and appeals were 
allowed from these circuit courts to a central appellate court 
presided over by three judges. In this central court the bri- 
tish judges had the assistance of natives who interpreted the 
laws of the Hindu and Moslem codes which were valid in all 
courts. 

"The Cornwallis code, whether for revenue, police, 

eriminal and civil justice, or other functions defined and set 
bounds to authority, created proceedure, by a regular system of 


appeal guarded against the miscarriage of justice, and founded 
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the Civil Service as it exists today." * 


In 1795 France had made peace with 


services to the Prussia, reduced Hollend to submission, and 
Government had its fleet of 120 ships at her disposal. 
During the England was alone; it had to watch brest, 

Napoleonic Wars Toulon, end the Texel when it had scarcely 


enough ships for any one of these tasks, At 
the same time, it was trying to take the Cape of Good Hope from 
the Dutch. Just as the issue humg in the balance, a fleet of 
Company ships came along and decided the case in favor of ing- 
land. Good Hope thus became british territory. 

In that same year,(1795), six East India ships were 
hended over to the british government, eight others in the pro- 
cess of construction were assigned to it, to be delivered as 
soon as they were launched. fYhe Court of Directors voted to 
raise a force of 3,000 men at their own expense for the royal 
navy. This meant a loss of not less than £57,000 but the Company 
contributed it willingly to the nation's cause. Later in the 
year, it placed fourteen more ships at the disposal of the govern- 
ment to be used as transports, and added twenty-seven India 
puilt ships to their fleet as an emergency measure to bring home 
rice from the East to make up for the scarcity of corn in ingland, 

French men-of-war and privateers were scouring the 

| Bay of bengal, pirates took advantage of the confusion to become 
active, so every voyage was especially dangerous. It is claimed 
that at least £2,000,000 of british shipping was destroyed by 
* Dutt - ENGLAND AND INDIA , Page ll. 
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the French in a single year. ‘This was a serious loss, even for 
a company as well capitalized as the East India Company. 
The Battle of the Nile saved the India trade; Admiral 
)) Lord Nelson had sent word overland to Sombay to warn the city 
| that the French were advancing in igypt as he realized that it 
was the real objective of Napoleon in this campaign. In grati- 
tude to the admiral for saving their trade by this battle, the 
Company officials voted him £10,000. 
When things were looking rather dark for ingland in 
1803, the Company again came to the rescue, end lent the nation 
10,000 tons of shipping, free of charge, to guard the british 
coasts from the danger of French invasion. In 1809 they imported 
Indian hemp grown for cordage for the royal shipyards at cost. 
No other single organization contributed so much to the cause 
of saving England from the Corsican. 
Administration of Marquess Wellesley 
Lord Mornington, later Marauess Wellesley, governor- 
general from 1798 to 1805 really transformed the british empire 
IH India to the british Empire OF India, partly because condi- 
tions were such when he came into power that he must either 
evacuate or conquer; partly because, Parliament's declarations 
> to the contrary, he believed that Imgland ought to be the para- 
mount power in the country; partly because he felt that he must 
unite India against a possible invasion by Napoleon. 
} At his accession there was peace in In- 
Conditions at dia, the states under his control were the 


his Accession most prosperous and justly governed in the 
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country. Oudh was in a condition of vassalage to the Honorable 
Company and the dominions of the Nizam were ready to come into 


this relation as soon as the british could be persuaded to take 


them on, simply because they wanted to secure the mighty protec- 


tion the Company could give. 

On the dark side of the picture, there was the menace 
of France again; the great Napoleon was attempting to destroy 
the british power in the East. Already the Egyptian campaign 
had been launched; French officers were drilling and organizing 
the armies of native princes in India; an alliance between 
france and the Sultan of Mysore was proclaimed, In this emer- 
gency, Wellesley chose conquest rather than elimination. 


As a defense against the danger from france 


Policies and he forced Hyderabad and Maratha princes to dis- 
Plans miss their french officers and enter into an 


alliance with the british. He declared war against 

Mysore, and his younger brother, Arthur, later to become the 
famous Duke of Wellington , was most valuable in bringing 
about the defeat and death of Sultan Tipu. Mysore was then 
divided among the Hindu dynasties which had earlier held the 
throne, the british East India Company, Hyderabad, and Poona. 

When the Nawab of the Carnatic died leaving several 
rival heirs, Wellesley supported the one who agreed to transfer 
the entire administration of Arcot and Tanjore to the british. 
This was a decidedly high-handed proceeding, and difficult to 
justify, but it was in accordance with his avowed policy. 


The question then became one of whether the supreme 
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power in India should be Maratha or British for France was defi- 
nitely out of the picture at last. The Carnatic and half of 

Oudh had been brought under direct ‘ritish 
Maratha Wars rule but central India was dominated by the 

great Maratha Confederacy, a rather loose union 
of states with no just or efficent government, but powerful, 
just the same. 

Wellesley planned to break up the Confederacy by 

treating each member state as though it were under the rule of 
a separate and independent sovereign. Civil war in the Confede- 
racy aided his scheme. ‘The Gaekwar of Baroda and the Peshwa of 
Poona, the nominal head of the league, both applied to him for 
protection, and both accepted treaties of subsid&ary alliance. 
The other Maratha princes realized that, if these treaties held, 
the Confederacy was broken up and all dreams of Maratha supre- 
macy must end. Immediately Indore rose in revolt against Poona, 
According to the obligations of the treaty so recently concluded, 
under such circumstances Wellesley was bound to aid his ally, 
so Arthur was sent to the front, and in a very short time had 


brought the First Maratha War to a successful conclusion. As 


- a result, the rebels were forced to yeeld some territory to the 


‘ British and some to the Nizam; they withdrew their claim to the 


lordship over Rajpootana; they recognized the alliance between 
the Peshwa and Britain; and Delhi, traditional seat of the Mo- 
gul Empire, passed into british hands. Because of the strength 
of this tradition, most of the independent states of India 


recognized Britain as heir to the Mogul Empire, a recognition 
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l that did not mean anything tangible but that could be made to 
count for a great deal in prestige. 

Holkar remained independent when the other Maratha 
| states accepted alliances with Wellesley, and his successful 
defiance encouraged Scindia to renounce his treaty and return to 
the support of the Maratha Confederacy and possible Maratha 
supremacy. The Company, while retaining the conouests made in 
the First Maratha War, disapproved of the wars, now that they 
were going badly, and said so in no uncertain terms. 

Wellesley retorted:"The general fame of your equity 
and magnanimity would have precluded any supposition that in con- 
demning the justice of our cause you would retain the fruits of 
our success, or enjoy the benefits of peace while you repudiated 
the necessity and policy of the war." * 

This retort did nothing to help his cause 

Impeachment in the minds of the Directors who recalled him 

and impeached him as a reward for what he had 
accomplished in british empire building in India. As in the 
leases of Clive and Hastings, the impeachment failed, but the ex- 
hibition of national "gratitude" was there. Cornwallis, who had 
so feared this gratitude, was again persuaded against his will 
to assume the governor-generalship, but he died before he could 
accomplish enything, leaving his successor, Barlow, to finish up 
the war to suit the Compan olicy. Certainly that m Lett em 


* Quoted in both Hutton - THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY, Pages 160162 
and Malleson - LIFE OF THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY,K.G.,Pages 144-45. 
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British 
India 
after 

Wellesley 
1805 


no opportunity to criticize him for annexations - he made peace 
with the Marathas and ceded to them a large section of Rajpootana. 
Administration of Lord Minto 

Lord Minto, next in line, had been one of the most 
bitter of the persecutors of Warren Hastings, he had the very 
strictest of orders to make no acquisitions and to assume no new 
responsibilities concerning native states, and he had had a fresh 
reminder, in the impeachment of Wellesley, of what happened to 
governors who did venture to increase the british power. It cer- 
tainly would seem that now, if ever, there was a governor-general 
in the East who would sit around doing nothing except govern 
politely and innocuously. but he was not content to do this, he 
looked about for new worlds to conouer safely. Java was not in 
India; his orders applied only to India. Well and good.' He 


would then conquer Java from the Dutch; and he sent out an expe- 


Expedition to Java. @ition to do it. Java is still Dutch. 
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The Treaty of Tilsit between Tsar Alexander 


Opening of I and Napoleon threatened an attack on India by 
Relations Russo-French forces from the north, so Minto 
with the sent envoys to all the border states to secure 
Northwest alliances with their rulers; to Ranjit Singh at 
Provinces Lahore, to the Afghan Amir Shah Sujah, to the 


Shah of Persia, to Sinde., The Treaty of Teheran 
was made with Persia by which the british agreed to subsidize 
Persia in case of unprovoked war against it -"from Russia" was 
meant, of course, although no word was said of "the Bear that 
walks like a man." 

Shah Sujah was faced by a civil war that would, if 
successful, break his monarchy into separate chieftanships, so 
he was ready to sign a treaty which would bring the tritish in 
to save him, but before the negotiations could be completed, he 
was defeated and fled into exile. The only lasting result of 
this was the opportunity given Ranjit Singh to build his terri- 
tory up by annexing Kashmir, in gratitude for which he became 
the ally of England, loyal for forty years. 

These various negotiations were important since they 
opened definite relations with the northwest states, extended 
british influence in a new direction, and led the Company to be 
forever on guard against possible European rivals along the 
frontier. 

During this administration a mutiny broke out in Madras 
but was auickly suppressed; Christian missionaries were becoming 


so offensive in their activities that they had to be restricted, 
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for the Company policy of respect, neutrality, and non-interfer- 


ence with native religions was one which had helped to gain and 
hold for the british much of their prestige and influence with 
the people. The Civil Service was now under such unusually able 
men that it established a reputation for the honesty and justice 
of british government. Therefore, wnexciting as Minto's adminis- 
tration is, compared with Wellesley's, it did play an important 
part in the development of british India. 
Administration of Lord Moira, Marauess of Hastings 
Lord Moira, Marquess of Hastings, a critic of 
Policy Wellesley's policy, became governor-general determined 
on no new conouests. These arguments that fate had 
made annexations inevitable were perfectly ridiculous, anybody 
eould see that they were merely alibis, and poor ones at that, 
he would show the world that a governor who was honestly in syn- 
pathy with the policy laid down in 1784 by Parliament, in its 
infinite wisdom, need get into no wars and make no annexations. 
Then he was forced into the Ghurkas War, 
Ghurkas War against the fierce and gallant little fighters 


who had made themselves masters of Nepal only 


fifty years before but who were already a terror to their 


neighbors on every side. They had extended their forays east and 
west without causing any alarm to the british, but when they 
moved southward into the valley of the Ganges they were injuring 
subjects of England, so they had to be stopped. ‘the campaign 


was at first wnsuccessful, and the British troops suffered 


geveral defeats at the hands of the hillmen, but General Ochter- 
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indicates the terri- 
tories won by 
Amherst in the 
next administration. 


British 
India 
after 

Hastings. 
1823 


lony finally managed to storm the hill forts, one by one, and 

then to invade Khatmandu, and there, within a few miles of the 
Nepal capital, dictate the terms of peace. Sy the Treaty of 
Segauli, the Ghurkas withdrew from Sikkim and from the region 
around Simla, now the summer capital of India and headquarters 

of the army. ‘This treaty secured a lasting peace with the Ghurkas 


who have sent excellent soldiers into the british army ever 


since. 
The Marathas, under baji Rao, saw an oppor- 
Maratha War tunity for regaining their lost supremacy, so 


rose in revolt but were put down state by state, 
until in February, 1818, Saji Rao's own dominions were taken 
and baji Rao himself made prisoner and retired from office on a 
pension. ‘Thus the British found themselves for a time with no 
rivals, or at least, none east of the Sutlej. 


Organized bends of maurauders, the Pindaris, much like 
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the "war lords" of interior China today, had taken advantage of 
the decline of the great native rulers of 


Suppression of India to ravage the country from end to end; 
, the Pindaris there was nothing for the Marouess of Hastings 


to do but to eliminate them, although that 
reouired assembling a force twice as large as that which he had 
bitterly criticized Wellesley for maintaining during his war with 
the Marathas. ‘The Pindaris were caught between three Sritish 
armies moving in upon them and so thoroughly crushed that they 
eeased to be a problem for all time. 


The nuvleus of the present Central Provinces 


Territorial was formed out of the territory gained from the 
Gains Pindaris; british guardianship was established 


over the Holkar and over the infant Rajah of 
Nagpore; the states of Rajpootana came under the protection of 
the british Raj. That completed the redrawing of the map of 
India by the man who had been sure that it was never necessary 
to do anything in this line, and he declared afterwards that he 
was proud that he had been given the opportunity to extend the 
blessings of peace and good government to the millions of un- 
fortunate natives who had long suffered under the abuse and mis- 
government of the Marathas and the Pindaris. 
Administrations of Amherst and bentinck 
Amherst began the eastward expansion of british India, 
“The Burmese armies were annexing any neighboring territory 
which seemed wnprotected enough to be tempting; 
Eastward in the course of their advance, they invaded bri- 


~~ Expansion tish districts in bengal and also seized o british 
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island off the coast of Aracan. No self-respecting governor 


could permit such a thing to go unpunished, and had he wished 
to do so, he would not have dared because of the effect that it 


would have had on the minds of the natives. so Lord Amherst 


sent a punitive expedition to Pegu, the first expedition from 
Anglo-India to invade another country. ‘they ascended the Ira- 
waddy and defeated the burmese decisively; while this expedition 
was on the Irawaddy, another one was going by land, since the 
sepoys refused to go by sea lest they lose their caste, through 
Chirragong to Aracan, and gunboats were moving up the brahma- 
putra toward Assam. After two years of fighting burmese and 


climate, the british forced the King of Ava to sign the treaty 


of Yandabu, by which he ceded to them the provinces of Aracan 


and Tenasserin which face India across the Bay of Bengal, sur- 
rendered all claims to Assam, but retained the valley of the 
Irawaddy. This amnexation secured the eastern frontier of India 
against further attack from the Burmese. 

The next year Lord Combermere, acting under Amherst's 
orders, took by storm the city of Bhartpur, in central India, thus 
destroying a long-standing tradition that was becoming a real 
menace. The tradition was that bhartpur could not be taken, and 
pelief in this tradition was encouraging the people of central 
Indien states to wage a constant guerilla warfare against their 
neighbors who were under british protection, When they discovered 


that Bhartpur, the impregnable, was not able to withstand the 


‘might of the British army, they accepted a new ruler who was 


satisfactory to Amherst and settled dowmm peaceably under his 


protection, 
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His successor, Lord Bentinck, began a series of reforms 
administrative and social, that were much needed. ‘to restore 


Company finances to something approaching a balanced 


Reforms budget, he cut down expenditures by well over 
Within the £1,500,000 a year; increased the revenue by a 
Empire reassessment of lands not under the permanent 


settlements and by placing export duties on the 
opium of Malwa. The income from the opium duties was considerable, 
as there was sn annual export to China of about 16,877 chests, 
Lord Bentinck showed considerable sppreciation of Indian law 
end custom and made a careful study of them, yet, because it 
seemed to him desirable to base all reforms on the welfare of 
the people, the man who most respected Indian customs created 
much ill feeling by prohibiting two of the most sacred of these, 
suttee and infanticide, The extent to which suttee was fastened 
on the comtry is hard to realize. It is said that in one year, 
1817, some seven hundred widows were burned on the pyres of 
their dead husbands in Bengal alone. The great Emperor Akbar 
had tried in vain to abolish it, the earlier Sritish governors 
had not dared to oppose it, and both natives end imglish protested 
vigorously when he carried an order in council that declsred 
all those who abetted a suttee guilty of culpable homicide. 
Kipling has caught something of the native feeling concerning 


sguttee in his poem "The Last Suttee". In spite of the bittermess 


engendered by its prohibition, the edict was rigorously enforced. 


Thuggee was suppressed just as firmly. Thugs were 


hereditary assassins who made strangling their profession as 
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they banded together by oaths based on the rites of Kali, goddess 
of death and destruction. * In nine years 1562 of these thugs 
“were apprehended throughout India, and gradually their terrible 
organization was stamped out. 

By an act of Parliament in 1813, the Company had been 
required to set aside a certain sum for Indian education. In 
Bentinck's administration it was decided that this education 
should be based on western studies, rather than on the tradi- 
tional eastern learning, in order that the best of western 
civilization might be brought to India and its people gradually 
prepared for self government at some far off future date. 

Sir Thomas Mumro, perhaps the wisest of all Anglo- 
Indian statesmen, in speaking of the introduction of western 
education in 1824, said that its purpose was to train the In- 
dians to govern and protect themselves. to make that training 
available to all Indians, it was necessary to fix upon some 
common medium for imparting this education; to adopt any one of 
the innumerable native languages and dialects as official 
would have been a deadly insult to all the others, so the most 
reasonable solution of the difficulty was the adoption of the 
language of the invader, Imglish. Had this been done without 
comment other than that, as there had to be some common speech, 
this would do as well as any, no paticular feeling would have 


* Kali is a dreadful four-armed, blood-smeared, black female, 
girdled with hands of slaughtered giants and wearing a neck- 
lace of skulls. She must have regular blood-sacrifice, human 
blood preferred. As a child, I regarded her with terror, yet 
she fascinated me; when I broke her little clay figure that was 
emong my toys, I carefully, but secretly, cut my finger and let 


~~ the blood drip on the broken pieces of Kali. 
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been aroused among the natives; but ghe president of the law 


commission, Thomas Babington Macaulay, was impolitic enough to 
say outright that the Inglish language would be used because 

the native tongues were not worthy. Thus another grievance grew 
out of Ingland's attempt to help India. The "white man's bur- 
den" was rapidly getting heavier. 

In spite of the growing feeling of resentment against 
the British, when the inhabitants of Coorg were eee to re- 
pbellion by the unbearable misrule of their rajah, the only so- 
lution of their troubles that they could think of was to come 
under the protection of the Company, so a petition requesting 
this was sent to the govermor-general. In accordance with his 
policy of working for the welfare of the people, Bentinck ac- 
cepted them and their lands, end incorporated them into the 
Anglo-Indian dominions. 

The inscription on the base of Sentinek's statue at 
Calcutta sums up his Indian career. "He abolished cruel rites; 
he effaced humiliating distinctions; he gave liberty to the 


expression of public opinion; his constent study was to elévate 


| the intellectual and moral character of the nations committed 


to his charge." * 


——— 


Wars in the Northwest 
Attention was next turned to the Sinde region, Rus- 


Sia was advancing through Central Asia into the region from 


x This inscription is carved on the base of the statue of Lord 
Bentinck. It was written by Macaulay. 
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which invasions had entered India from the earliest times; the 
easiest passes from Afghanistan led through Sinde, here was the 
great mountain gateway to India, the Indus was the natural out- 
let for products from the northwest to the sea. ‘The Sikh amirs 
were levying toll on this trade and interfering with it greatly. 
An expedition against the Sikhs was indicated, but Lord Auckland, 
the governor-general, led by the current fear of "the Bear that 
walks like a man", and by orders from the Secret Committee of 
the Court of Directors of the Company, entered into negotiations 
with Afghenistan. 

Muhammad Shah, who ascended the Persian throne in 1834, 
under the influence of Russia prepared to attack Herat. For 
more than a year, Lord Auckland tried to ward off trouble by 
puilding up Lahore and Kabul through commerce into such flourish- 
ing independent states that they would be strong enough to act 
as buffers between India and Persia. Meanwhile rivalry between 
the native princes, Dost Muhammed Khan of Kabul and Ranjit 
Singh of Lahore was bringing war constantly closer and closer. 
Russia and Persia were promising Vost Muhammed almost anything 

he wanted, the Cempany was promising him protection against the 
Sikhs and Persians. Protection alone did not Make any great 
appeal, he demanded Peshawar and did not care in the least 
whether Lord Auckland, the Tsar, or Muhammad Shah gave it to him. 
Whoever gave it to him should have his alliance, that was the 


only price he would even consider. 


Note- the difference in the spelling "Muhammad" and "Muhammed" 

is not error, there is a distinct tendency for the Persian to 

prefer the "ad" and for the Indian to prefer the "ed", and I 
have written the names accordingly. 
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Ranjit Singh seemed willing to restore Peshawar to its 
former owner, Shah Shuja, but he was not willing to give it to 
Dost Muhammed. Such a restoration would not do at all; rather 
than have that occur, Vost Muhammed would prefer to have the 
place remain in Sikh hands, for the time being, 

Since Lahore lay nearer to Anglo-India than did Kabul, 
any alliance with the latter would be useless if gaining it in- 
curred the enmity of the former, so Lord Auckland refused to put 
pressure to bear on Ranjit Singh to attempt to force him to cede 
Peshawar. In this connection Lord Auckland wrote to Captain 
Burnes, his emissary at Kabul: "You dwell on the long silence as 
to the feelings of Ranjit Singh regarding Peshawar. But you 
will remember that it was distinctly stated in instructions of 
the 20th of January and the 7th of March that Dost Muhemmed must 
first disclaim all intentions of making a sine aqua non of the 
restoration (or more properly the cession) to him, wholly or 
partially, of Peshawar, before we could enter at all seriously 
‘on the subject with Ranjit Singh. ‘That disclaimer, it is need- 
less to say, he has never made; and in the end he has insisted 
. lon pretensions in a spirit directly the reverse, so that for the 
eal t he has only to accuse himself," * 

At about the same time a threat of native rising was 
felt throughout India. "With a Persian army accompanied by a 


Russian minister at Herat, with a Russien emissary at Kabul, such 


* Dispatch quoted by Sir Auckland Colvin in - JOHN RUSSELL COL- 
| VIN, Page 99. 
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4 la phenomenon was too significant to be disregarded.....lo Lord 
Auckland it was en argument in favor of a vigorous policy." * 

| Since the British government, working from London, 
had failed to establish its influence at the Persian court, and 
the Indian government had failed at Kabul, the situation was 
decidedly critical, end Lord Auckland made up his mind to act, 
although beset by grave doubts as to his course. In July he 
wrote of the great anxiety he had felt to receive recent news 
of what was passing at London so that he might shape his ow 
plans accordingly. "But I must do my best, without having this 
advantage." # 

His decision was to sign a treaty with Ranjit Singh 

end Shah Shuja in accordance with which men were to be sent a- 


eross the Indus to remove Vost Muhammed from the Afghan scene 


and place Shah Shuja on the throne. In accordence with this 
agreement, a british army made its way through Sinde, the forces 
of Dost Muhammed were routed, and Shuja enthroned, to be supported 
for two years by a british garrison, wntil conditions became so 
bad that they were forced to a disastrous withdrawal from Kabul 
which resulted in the complete annihilation of its force, only 
one European surviving to tell the tale. 

Just aS soon as the news reached England, Lord Auck- 
land was removed from office end Lord Ellenborough appointed in 


his stead to retrieve the situation. His idea of retrieving it 


* Sir Aucklend Colvin - JOHN RUSSELL COLVIN , Page 100, 
_# Idem, Page 113. 
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was to quit entirely, so he withdrew the troops from Kandahar and 
Jalalabad, and made no effort to rescue the prisoners held at 
Kabul. The Cabinet was determined to rescue them, however, and 
this determination brought about the reconcuest of Kabul, follow- 
ed immediately by the evacuation of Afghanistan. 


Lord Ellenborough then made up his mind to 


Conquest of redeem the british failures by an outstanding 
sinde success, so he entered upon an active and scarcely 


defensible policy in Sinde. ‘the Amirs had been 
cuiet during the Kabul campaign, but they had taken advantage of 
the situation to allow their tribute to lapse, so they were 
greatly in arrears in their payments. ‘he governor-general of- 
fered to remit all back payments in return for the cession of 
five towns. When they hesitated about meeting his demands, he 
sent General Napier to conquer the state. Napier, in spite of 
his objection to the conquest, obeyed orders but he expressed 
his disapproval in his punning message which announced his vic- 
tory. The dispatch which he sent Ellenborough contained but one 
word, the Latin "Peccavi." (I have sinned - Sinde) 

The cabinet objected to this annexation at first, but 
eventually they accepted it because there was then nothing else 
that they could do. The Amirs were aliens to Sinde, their rule 
had been oppressive and wasteful, the conquest by Napier had 
broken down what machinery of government they had had, the coun- 
try was impoverished by the war, so any attempt to restore the 
btatns ouo would have been to cast the people of Sinde out of 


the frying pan into the fire; therefore the home government 
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accepted the annexation but expressed: disapproval by replacing 
Ellenborough by Hardinge. 

Admini stration of Hardinge 

Lord Hardinge came into office with a policy of peace- 

ful development of India, and no annexations. During the minori- 
ty of Dhulip Singh he assumed the government of Sikh territory, 
and pertially disbanded the Sikh troops, reducing them from 
85,000 men and 350 gums concentrated in strategic positions, to 
24,000 men and 50 guns scattered all over the Punjab. At the 
same time he strengthened the British army by an increase of 
about 70,000 men and by placing them in strategic positions. He 
doubled the garrisons of northwest India, placed 50,000 men with 
60 guns to command the line of the Sutlej, established a camp of 
9,900 in the Punjab capital of Lahore, and another, fully equip- 
ped for offensive or defensive warfare, including transportation, 
at Firozpur. 

| He claimed that by doing these things he had ended the 
long period of war brought on by the aggressions of Auckland and 
Ellenborough, had combined effective military strength with re- 
4renchment, and had so insured peace that except for target 
practise and tiger hunting not a gum would be fired in India 

for at least seven years. 

| After this, he turned his attention to railway building. 
The Company which had had its inception in Elizabethan galleons 
was now building railways! Does that give a vision of the tre- 
mendous vitality of the organization that could survive such a 


span of time and such complete changes in the life of mankind? 
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In spite of the best intentions in the world, and in 
_ gpite of his promised seven years of peace, his railways had to 
wait upon the pressing demands of war. The regent, Lal Singh, 
went into the Punjab to put down factional disturbances there, 
end in doing it, he invaded British territory. Hardinge sent 
General Gough to drive Lal Singh out of the dominions under his 
charge, four battles were fought and won against the regent, 
then by the Declaration of Lahore, Dhulip Singh was recognized 
as maharajah, but tributary to the british, and Jalandhar Doab 
annexed to british India. 
Administration of Dalhousie 
By both character and policy, Lord Dalhousie, who be- 
came governor-general in 1848, was averse to aggression; like 
Hardinge he aimed at the peaceful development of the territory 
in his charge, but he had hardly assumed office when the british 
| political agents in the Punjab were murdered by followers of 
Mulraj, the deposed governor of Multan. Prompt vengeance for 
| the crime was called for by all the laws of 
Punjabi Revolt "Pace" in the East. General Gough, who was 
in command of the army, refused to move his 
| troops in the hot season, he would not do anything about a 
punitive expedition until winter when the weather would be more 
agreeable. Dalhousie kmew altogether too little about Indian 
conditions to venture to overrule an experienced officer. (He 
| was one man just out from home who did not think that he kmew 
all there was to be known about India when he arrived.) As a 


result of the delay, the natives assumed that the british lion 
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a getting too feeble in these later days to protect his own, 
so all Punjab flamed into revolt. 
General Gough awoke from his dreams of being a hero 


when it could be done comfortably when hordes of Afghans poured 


through the Khyber Pass to assist the Sikh rebels. The legiti- 


mate Sikh government, at first allied with the british at Multan, 
turned against them and besieged the british, so the latter 
withdrew to a position of safety. Dalhousie, in spite of the 
fact that he had just come to India and was on the other side 

of the country, realized the seriousness of the situation and 


hurried troops from Bengal, Sinde, and bombay to the Punjab, 


then went there himself to serve as an officer under tough. 


Multan was taken, then the british were disastrously defeated 
at Chilianwala. Gough was immediately deposed from his command, 
but before the orders reached him, he had redeemed himself by 
the defeat and capture of the Pumjabi chief, Shere Singh, at 
Gujrat. The British then chased the defeated Sikhs and Afghans 


all the way across the land of the five rivers to the Khyber 


Pass. The surrender of the entire Sikh army left the question 


of whet to do with the Punjab now that they had it. Sir Henry 


Lawrence advised against annexation, his brother John was for 


it, and none kmew more about India than the two Lawrences, 


Lord Dalhousie finally decided that an out and out annexation 


| 


was the safest thing for all concerned, so he pensioned the 


 ehild maharajah and issued a proclamation permanently adding 


the Punjab to the British dominions, "His Highness the Maha- 
rajah Dulleep Sing shall resigm for himself, his heirs, and his 
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_guecessors, all right, title, sand claim to the sovereignty of 
the Pummjab, or to any sovereign power whatever. 

"All the property of the State, of whatever description 
and wheresoever found, shall be confiscated to the Honorable 
Meee onOte COMPS sc ceiciccccscaet ses 

"His Highness Dulleep Sing shall receive from the 
Honorable East India Company, for the support of himself, his 
relatives, and the servants of the State, a pension not less 
than four and not exceeding five lakhs of rupees per annum," * 

Lord Dalhousie said that he had taken this step be- 
cause "not content with making war themselves upon the british, 
the Sikhs have labored to induce other states and sovereigms 
in India to attack us also......What I have done, I have done.. 
ein the honest belief that it was imperktively demanded of me 
by my duty to the state." ** 

He then established such a strong system of Jritish 
government and so completely disarmed the Sikhs and broke up the 
power of their chiefs that when the Mutiny broke out a few years 
later, the army of the Punjab could be withdrawn to engage in 
the seige of Delhi. 


Constant complaints were received from the 


Annexations British residents in Rangoon and from masters of 
in burma ships putting in there of violence and abuses 


# Aitchison - TREATIES, ENGAGEMENTS, AND SUNNUDS ,#LXVIII,Page 271 
**Maxwell - CENTURY OF EMPIRE, Page 207. 
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suffered from the burmese governor. A group of merchants wrote 
in protest to Dalhousie: "Neither life nor property is safe as 
the governor of Rangoon has publivly stated to his dependents 
that he has no money to pay them for their services; and has 
granted them his permission to rob the inhabitants and to get 
money as best they can......Lour memorialists are here under the 
provisions of the Treaty of Yandabu, and beg to state, with all 
due deference and respect that they claim and seek your pro- 
tection," * 

These complaints caused Valhousie to send Gommodore 
Lambert with three ships to investigate and ask redress of the 
king. The latter agreed to comply with the reocuest for redress 
and sent a new governor to Rangoon, Lambert made the tactical 
mistake of sending a junior officer to him to negotiate the 
settlement promised by the king, instead of going himself. ‘the 
governor could not receive a subordinate without losing face, go 
he refused to see him. Lambert did not understand the importance 
to the oriental of this matter of "face", so he assumed that the 
refusal indicated a cessation of negotiations and blockaded 
Rangoon and also seized a ship belonging to the king. ‘The Bur- 
mese shore batteries fired on the british, and after a series of 


ridiculous blunders, unpardonable in anyone who kmew anything at 


all of oriental psychology, and misunderstandings on both sides, 


Dalhousie issued an ultimatum which the king ignored. He then 


* Quoted in Hunter - MARQUESS OF DALHOUSIE, Page 110. 
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sent in british troops. 


Despite climatic conditions that had cost the lives 


of hundreds in the First burmese War, and the overwhelming 


numbers of the burmese troops and their extraordinary courage, 
the british first captured the seemingly impregnable temple- 
fort at Rangoon, and then, when the king still failed to come 
to terms, carried the war up-country. After nine months of 
fighting, the whole of the province of Pegu was annexed. Two 


years later Dalhousie added Nagpur and Jhansi, owing to a failure 


of heirs to their thrones. several minor native states were 


acquired in the same way within a few years. 


The annexation of the province of Oudh is 


- Annexation probably the most severely criticised act of all 
of Oudh Dalhousie's career in India, yet it is vigorously 


supported by several #rench writers as well as by 


a few English, as an act required both by the demands of common 


humanity and by the interests of his country. 


The province of Oudh had been guaranteed to the Nawab 


vizier, later called the King of Oudh, by Wellesley's treaty in 


1801 on condition that he should establish "such a system of ad- 


ministration, to be carried into effect by his own officers, as 


shall be condueive to the prosperity of his subjects, end be cal- 


culated to secure the lives and property of the inhabitants, and 
His Excellency will always advise with, and act in conformity 


to the counsel of the officers of the said Honorable Company." * 


* Aitchison - TREATIES, ENGAGEMENTS, AND SUNNUDS, #XXXIII on 
page 125. 
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British 
India 
after 

Dalhousie 


The Kings of Oudh had always remained loyal to the 
British Raj, but they were notoriously bad rulers of their own 
people, about the worst in India, and that is saying a great 
deal. They oppressed their subjects by every imaginable method 
of misgovernment and added to that ingenious and unbelievable 
horrors of torture, such as burying.a man up to his neck, filling 
his ears with gunpowder and setting it off, in order to extract 
the last possible anna from their terrified subjects, * After 
twenty years of British warnings that the Kings of Oudh must 
reform, an official investigation was instituted to determine 
whether conditions could be as bad as they were reported. The 
investigation lasted eight years, during much of that time under 
the direction of General Outram, the "Bayard of India", know 
as an ardent supporter of native dynasties. As a result of the 


* From the report of Colonel Sleeman quoted by Maxwell - CEHN- 
TURY OF EMPIRE, Pages 213,214. 
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investigation, ‘ dane was prepared and presented to the king, 
conteining provisions that he should retain his titles and aoe 
Jeyanase but that he should surrender his government to the Ei - 
tish East India Company. He refused, so troops were sent to 
Lucknow to take the city, but as nobody even tried to stop them 


the "war" was won by default, end Oudh was annexed without blood- 


shed. 

Meanwhile Dalhousie had not forgotten the 
Reforms of policies dear to his heart, of promoting the wel- 
ation cia fare of his people. He had built railways, tele- 


raph lines, roads through the Punjab, through Lower burma, and 

to the Himalayas, introduced cheap postage, established primary 
education in the native tongues, and education in the native 
tongues and English as far as high schools and even in the wii- 
versity, placed Hindu and Moslem schools under S5ritish super- 
vision. He had opened the civil service to natives. He attempted 
to attract private enterprise and capitel to India by removing 
restrictions on trade, by building lighthouses, harbors, and docks, 
end by having marine surveys made. In the year before the Mu- 


tiny, his railways carried upwards of 2,000,000 passengers. The 


headcuarters of the Bengal artillery was moved from Dum-Dum, in 
the Delta, to Meerut; other forces were moved from the vicinity 
of Calcutta to more strategic places nearer the frontier. 

| He had, however, offended the religious and social pre- 

Jjudices of the Indian people by again prohibiting suttee, prohi- 

biting female infanticide, legalizing the remarriage of widows, 


and introducing the mess system into the prisons although he 
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| knew the obligation of each caste to cook its own food, 

The Indian Mutiny 
| The hundredth anniversary of the battle of Plassey 
was drawing near, end a tradition said that the centenary would 
mark the end of Sritish rule in India. All India was seething 

with unrest end rebellion because of Dalhousie's reforms. The 

British were little prepared to resist any great rising, but why 
worry? the land had seethed before, rebellions had risen and 

been guelled by the local commander, Did no one remember how 

soon the revolt of the 47th Native Bengal Infantry at Sbarrackpore 
had been suppressed in '24? how quickly mutiny had faded when 

Sir Hector Munro blew the ringleaders to paradise - or elsewhere- 

from the mouths of his cannons? What had been done could be done 

again, if need arose. Besides, many of the british officers 

had served for years with the same Sepoy regiment, in some cases 

it was for generations, son succeeding father in the command, 

Whatever might happen in other regiments, certainly these na- 

tive troops were and always would be loyal. »5o ran the general 

attitude in the autumn and early winter of 1856. 

The army of India was in three separate parts, the 

army of the Preuideaey of Madras, that of bombay, and that of 

Bengal, also there was a very small body of Cueens troops. 

When the Mutiny came, it made very little headway with the Madras 
) | and Bombay troops, but remained almost entirely a revolt of the 
Bengalis. These consisted of about 118,000 natives and 22,000 
Europeans, scattered all the way from Punjab to Burma. In the 


Northwest Provinces there were 4,179 british and 41,410 native 


oi. 


| 
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soldiers; in Punjab, 13,421 British end 42,904 native; in Oudh, - 


which was the chief recrbiting place for the Sepoy afmy, there 


were 993 british and 11,319 natives. The chief concentration 


point of these forces was at Meerut, where there was a regiment 


of Queen's dragoons and one of british infantry, with one troop 


end one company of artillery. Nowhere else in all bengal were 
there so many European troops in one place. | 

Not only were the forces scattered, but regimental 
discipline was lax; many of the officers were constantly absent 
from their men; they were blocked at every tur by the govern- 
ment which determined the advancement of every individual sSepoy;3 
no officer, not even the divisional general, was able to raise 
the most deserving private to the rank of corporal. The Brahmin 
element in the Sepoy army was a constant menace, yet he was so 
fine in his appearance that the recruiting officers had long 
enlisted far more of these high caste Hindus than Company regu- 
lations permitted. About half the men in the bengal army were 
5brahmins, the rest low caste Hindus, Moslems, and Sikhs. 

The religious law prohibited brahmins from becoming 

soldiers since they must not shed blood, yet the advantages 


offered by the Company were so great that many enlisted as 


Kshatriyas or Rajpoots, the soldier caste, and submitted to 


wearing leather shoes on their feet and to taking orders from 
infidel officers, However "where they (the Brahmins) are really 
religious, their conscientious scruples interfere with the per- 
formance of half the duties which a soldier should perform, 


and where otherwise, their idleness and insolence make them even 
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worse servants of the state........ne strength of discipline is 
‘materially impaired by the reverence which the chief native 

commissioned officer entertains for the rawest recruit who may 
happen to be a member of the priestly class;..e..e. Whilst regi- 
ments belonging to the other presidencies will cheerfully take 
spade end pick-axe, end work when occasion calls for their ser- 
vices, the bengal Brahmin would rather submit to any inconvenience 
than contaminate his hands with the marks of labor. He is never 
more, but often less, than a fighting man who has been pampered 
till, as was natural to an Asiatic under such circumstances, he 
lapsed into rebellion," * 

In 1856 the government issued instructions that no 
recruit should be enrolled wmless he consented to serve beyond 
the sea, a proof to the Hindus that their religion was endenger- 

ed since no Brahmin can cross the sea without loss of caste. 
| The 34th regiment, ordered to burma, refused, however, to embark 
end was neither forced to do so nor punished in any way for the 
refusal. ‘This was a serious loss of face for the british. 
| This incident se merely an indication of the rising 
tide of insolence; the first real signs of major trouble were 
reported from Dum-Dum by Captain Wright of the 70th Native In- 
_fantry on the 22nd of January, 1857. He spoke of the bad feeling 
roused among the soldiers by the use of the new Snfield rifle 
whose cartridges, which had to be bitten off before they could 
* Quoted from the writings of a Mr. Mead who was in India at 


the time of the Mutiny,in Eden - INDIA , Page 213. 
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be used, were greased with a combination of hog and beef fat, or 
at least it was believed that this was the grease used. "The 
belief, in this respect, has been strengthened by the behavior 

) of a classie attached to the magazine who, I am told, esked a Se- 
poy of the 2nd Grenadiers to supply him with water from his lotah. 
The Sepoy refused, observing that he was not aware of what caste 
the man was. The classie immediately rejoined, 'You will soon 

_ lose your caste, as ere long you will have to bite cartridges 

covered with the fat of pigs and cows,' or words to that effect. 
some of the depot men, in conversing with me on the subject last 
night, said that the report had spread throughout India, and 
when they go to their homes, their friends will refuse to eat 
with them." * 
| General Hersey, in command at Vum-Dum, realized the 
ee of this belief, and gave orders that each man should 
supply his own grease. However the impression was firmly estab- 
lished in the minds of the troops that the british were planning 
some scheme to rob them of their caste and convert them to Chris- 
tianity whether they would or no. # 


The news spread with the mysterious rapidity which is 
characteristic of the East, end almost at once it was being dis- 
cussed the length and breadth of bengal. Malcontents exaggerated 
the rumors and fanned ever higher the smouldering fires of mutiny. 


Every concession made by the government was interpreted as a sign 


*Quoted in Eden - INDIA , Page 215. 

#To the Hindu the cow is sacred, so to touch its fat was sac- 
rilege; to the Moslem the pig was unclean, so to touch its fat 
was taboo. 
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of either weakmess or trickery. 

| On the 19th of February native infantry broke into the 
arsenals at berhampore but were overcome by the cavalry and two 
we As a punishment, this regiment was disbanded March 30, 

On the 29th of March a Sepoy of the 34th N.I. at Barrackpore 
seriously wounded two officers while the guard looked on, making 
no effort to stop him in obedience to the command of their jema- 
dar, a high caste Hindu. tThe Sepoy and the jemadar were hanged, 
end the 24th disbanded, raising the cuestion: "Where was the rea- 
Pan in allowing the regiment to go scot free when they refused 
to embark under sailing orders, yet disbanding them when the 
‘guard permitted two officers to be assaulted?" 

In May at Meerut the new cartridges were issued but 
were refused by the llth and 20th N.I. These sSepoys were at 
once court-martialled and jailed, but the very next day they 
were released by the 3rd tengal vavalry. The infantry then 
joined the cavalry in butchering all the Europeans they could 
lay their hands on in the town and looting end burning their 
homes. After they had done all the damage they could there, the 
rebels left Meerut behind, and moved on Velhi, forty miles away 
across two rivers, and reached it safely, although there were in 
oe fort at Meerut some 2,000 suropean troops who might have 
been used to wipe them out and with them the mutiny if the aged 
general in commend, Hewett, had seen and taken advantage of his 
SS eataet tee However, he failed to act, and the chance was gone 
eerie. 


ithe mutineers had little difficulty in winning over 
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the Mogul Emperor and the native troops of the 38th,54th, and 74th 
infentry and a battery of native artillery. Nine British soldiers 
held the magazine of Delhi as long as they could, then blew it 
up, thus saving vast quantities of ammunition from falling into 
rebel hands. 
| News of the Meerut disaster and the defection of Delhi 
was sent at once to the commander-in-chief, General Anson, at Sim- 
la. He ordered the immediate concentration of forces at Umballa, 
and on May 15 arrived there himself, intending to make an immedi- 
ate attack on Delhi. Undeterred by the lack of transportation 
for his army, he ordered a forced march upon the city but long 
before it was reached, he was dead from cholera. 
| His successor, Sir Henry Barnard, continued the drive 
toward Delhi, in spite of tremendous losses of lives from heat 
end cholera. The troops from Meerut were advancing to meet him 
under Brigadier Wilson, and forces were joined June 7, in time 
to fight the rebels outside the city and drive them back within 
the walls, so that the British could take up a strategic position 


overlooking Delhi. Since the forces under Barnard's command were 


i 
| 


too few to make storming the city practicable, a siege was com- 


menced which lasted for more than three months, during which re- 
inforcements had been coming in from all quarters. General Bar- 
nard succumbed to cholera, leaving the command to General Reed, 
who lasted less than a week before his health failed so that, al- 
though he did not die, he had to retire, leaving the command to 
Brigadier-general Wilson. 


The Mutiny had broken in all its fury on three men, 
aa i 


| Liz 
Jas 7 ; 
_dohn Colvin in the Northwest Provinces, John Lawrence in the 


Punjab, and Henry Lawrence at Lucknow. All three of these be- 
lieved, with the commander-in-chief, that the capture of Delhi 
would end the revolt. Sir John Lawrence wrote on the 13th of 
May: "Unless Delhi and its magazine are recovered the insurrec- 
tion will assuredly spread......by decisive measures at once we 
 ghowla erush the mutineers and give support to the well-affected 
or timid." *And ten days later he again wrote: "My impression is 
that on the approach of our troops the mutineers will either 
disperse or the people of the city rise and open their gates." ** 
His brother, Sir Henry Lawrence wrote in that same 
May week: "In a few weeks, if not days, wless Velhi be in the 
interim captured, there will be one feeling throughout the army. 
ee-.Once Delhi is captured, the game will again be in our hands.” # 
Lord Colvin in the Northwest wrote in the same vein: 


"Everything depends on the Commander-in-chief's attack.......A 


victory at Delhi is the secret of all effect." ## 
While the siege of Delhi dragged on, Colvin and Henry 
Lawrence were having troubles of their owmm. Neither one was in 


3 communication with the commander or with each other, although 


each could get an occasional message through to John Lawrence 


in the Punjab during the early days, but even this was soon cut 


off. At Agra Colvin had 42,9000 rebel soldiers and to oppose 


} 


* Bosworth-Smith - LIFE OF LORD LAWRENCE, Vol. II, Page 15. 
** Idem. Vol.II, Page 33. 

# Colvin - JOHN RUSSELL COLVIN, Page 179. 

## Idem. Page 179 
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them a battery of six guns with native drivers and 655 raw re- 


eruits, just out from home. He endeavored to utilize the native 


Hindu states and to enlist their sympathies against the Moslem 


Delhi emperor. He placed the belt of districts around Agra 


under martial law, and disarmed the native soldiers in the city 


but the whole of his authority collapsed because in his provinces 


the Sepoys were at home, they had weapons of their own, they were 


favored or feared by the entire population. do district after 


district went; all that he could do was to guard the fort at 


Agra which he had provisioned fpr a six months siege, and in 


which the whole European and loyal native population had taken 


refuge. Here he died, not knowing the fate of Velhi or of his 


fellow governors, the Lawrences, 


Sir John Lawrence was in a comparatively safe posi- 
tion. "Our people being without arms has been doubtless the main 


eause of our success. The Sikhs have a traditional hatred of 


| Delhi, and most of the Muhammedans do not sympathize with his 


_Imperial Majesty," he reported, * 


Meanwhile the British were gathering strength outside 


the walls of Delhi. At length there were enough men there to 


have hope of success, so September 14 the assault on the city 


was ordered, and after terrific fighting, it fell. The casualty 


list gives a vague idea of the fierceness of that fighting. Of 


less than 10,900 under Wilsom in the engagement, 1,135 were 


_* Colvin - JOHN RUSSELL COLVIN , Page 177. 
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reported as killed or wounded; as to the number of rebels who 
fell, nothing is known with any certainty, but it is recorded that 
the british soldiers showed no mercy in their reprisals for the 
massacre of their fellow Europeans at Meerut and Cawnpore. The 
Emperor was taken prisoner and lodged safely in the palace where 
he was held until he could be removed to Rangoon to spend the 
remainder of his life there as a state prisoner. The Emperor 
lived, but two of his sons and a grandson, his heir, were taken 
prisoner by the same officer who had captured him, and murdered 
in cold blood. 

In Calcutta, Lord Canning, the governor-general, was 
doing all that he could to secure additional Suropean troops to 
send to the relief of the up-country cities, but his efforts in 
that direction met with little success, Reports of mutiny and 
massacre sent to Ingland all through the summer got no action 
from the government although Queen Victoria implored them to do 
something. Parliament was ecomomizing so could not appropriate 
the extra money that it would cost to send out soldiers to put 
down the rebellion, There seems to have been a feeling among 
the members of Parliament that this war was entirely a matter 

for the Company to handle. Canning made a serious error when 
he accepted, them rejected, then accepted again the use of sever- 


al thousand Ghurkas from Nepal. These Ghurkas were the one foe 


the Sikhs feared, and the one Asiatic soldier that would fight 


a 


the Sepoys purely for the satisfaction of killing them. Hy the 
time that Lord Canning finally made up his mind that he did want 
them, they had been weakened by disease which had struck them 
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heavily in their three passages through the jungle between their 
hills and the Ganges, and the massacre at Cawnpore which they 
might have prevented had taken place, 

At the holy city of benares, European forces arrived 
pefore the rising broke out, but it was discovered that the 37th 
N.I. had planned to act that very night. Accordingly the bri- 
tish officers decided to disarm them before they could rise; but 
while the men were lined up on parade, before the disarming 
could be completed, firing began from the natives, to be answer- 
ed by british artillery that mowed them down mercilessly wtil 
they broke and fled, snd benares was saved. 

The story at Allahabad was more tragic, at least for 
the british. Here there was not a single European soldier ex- 
cept the arsenal guards when the news of the mutiny came in. 
This was one of the most important places in bengal, since it 

stood at the junction of the Jumna and the Ganges, and contained 
avery great store of munitions in its arsenal. In desperation, 
sixty old artillerymen, all invalids, were brought up from Chunar 
to hold the fort. The native infantry protested their absolute 


loyalty to the british Raj, and begged to be led against the 


wicked rebels at Delhi. Imcouraged by the loyalty of at least 
one Sepoy regiment, the british officers retired, only to be 
surprised by a rising of the troops who managed to murder 
seventeen of them before they could take refuge in the fort 
that they must hold at any cost, on account of the arsenal. 
They did succeed in holding the fort, but every European outside 


its walls was butchered, the whole countryside was pillaged and 
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burned. The destruction and carnage was kept up for over two 
weeks, until the arrival of reinforcements under Volonel Neill, 
“who not only relieved the siege of the fort, but also showed the 
rebels what the british could do when they were really roused, 
He routed the natives and slaughtered so many of them that it 
was said it took three months to pick the dead bodies off the 
trees where he had had them hung, the dreadful fruit of british 
wrath. 

The massacre at Cawnpore was, in some respects, the 
most awful event of the war, the crowning horror of this cham- 
ber of horrors. In that city Sir Hugh Wheeler had 3,000 Sepoys, 


less than 200 Jritish soldiers, end all the wives and children 


in his charge of a british regiment recently sent to Lucknow. 
There were also in his charge many military stores and a full 
“treasury. The commander, fearing an outbreak here, fortified 
the space around the military hospitals, since here alone was 
water available, and provisioned it for a refuge for 1,900 per- 
| sons for a month. On the 4th of Jume the expected mutiny came; 
the city was burned, the treasury was looted, the refugees be- 
‘sieged within their earthworks, Uuring the three weeks of the 
ae the firing from the rebels was almost constant, the heat 
Sue intense, pestilence was ever threatening on account of the 
entire absence of sanitation and the many decaying bodies of 
men and beasts, and as a culminating agony, there were the flies, 
eahitens of them crawling and buzzing over the living and the 
dead. Outside the enclosue Nana Sahib was torturing to death 


any unfortunate luropean who came within his fiendish clutches. 


a 
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| 

On Jume 27 a messenger from Nana Sahib promised safe conduct to 

Allahabad to all who would lay down their arms. Little as the 

general trusted him, there was nothing left that he could do to 
3 save his people, so the terms were accepted and the half-dead 
remnant of the thousand who had teken refuge there three weeks 
before struggled down to the ghats to embark for Allahabed and 
safety. But there was no safety. Hardly were they on board the 
boats than the boatmen threw away the oars and set the thatched 
deck coverings on fire, then fled to the shore from which Sepoys 
hidden all along the banks shot down the helpless victims. Few 
escaped to tell the awful tale. 
| But there was more to the massacre of Cawmpore. Back 
in the town, Nana held several hundred prisoners as hostages. 
When he learned that Havelock had at last managed to fight his 
way through and was approaching the city, he had these slaugh- 
tered so that when the British troops entered the tragic "House 
of Massacre" they literally waded through blood, the blood of 
their fellow countrymen, or rether of fellow-cowuntrywomen and 
‘children. 
| In Lucknow, Sir Henry Lawrence attempting to auell a 


rebel force outside the city, was ambushed and driven back into 


the Residency with all the European population of the place. 
besieged for months, Lawrence was killed in the early days, 
put nine hundred Europeans with seven hundred loyal natives 
endured disease,wounds, the rains, plague of flies, and the 
stench of decaying flesh. JDeath stalked the enclosure day and 
night, but still the gallant defenders held on. Here was to be 
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1. Benares 

2. Delhi 

Se Lucknow 

4, Cawnpore 
5. Calcutta 


8, Berhampore 
9. Dum-Dum 
10.Barrackpore 
11. Allahabad 


no Cawnpore. It was in July that word reached them that Havelock 
was on his way from Cawnpore, that city of horror, to relieve 
_ them; it was September 25 that he was able to enter the Residen- 
ey after hours of the fiercest fighting that the Mutiny had seen. 
Imagine the joy that must have filled the hearts of the desperate 
survivors of the siege when at last they saw the long awaited red 
coats actually inside the enclosure. Sut joy was short lived; 
pefore another day had passed, the Residency was again besieged 
by the rebels; the gallant advance of Havelock and Outram had 
peen in vain, they had been added, with their men, to the pri- 
soners of Lucknow and there was nothing they could do; nothing 
but to endure and to wait, to wait through endless weeks of age- 
long days until new reinforcements could be sent from somewhere 
to again save the city which, it seemed, could not be saved. 
| Far away the bagpipes were skirling; Sir Colin Camp- 
bell had been appointed commander-in-chief and was coming to save 
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an empire as well as the beleaguered men, women, and children 
in Lucknow. It was on the 16th of Hovember that he directed 

| the assault on the city. The slaughter on both sides was great, 
no quarter was given or asked, but eventually the insurgents 
were swept away and Lucknow was again relieved, this time per- 
manently. 

After this it was a matter of time until the british 
victory should be complete; although there yet remained months 
of pursuit of rebel bands, war in Oudh, death for many before 
| peace should come, the ultimate result was inevitable. 


In Oudh and Rohilikhand the entire population had 


joined the mutinous Sepoys, here alone of all the districts 

was the rising one of a nation. Sir Colin Campbell, with the 
aid of Jang Bahadurl of Nepal and his Ghurkas, carried on the 
war for months, slowly but steadily reducing town after tow, 
‘fort after fort, until the last rebel was taken prisoner or was 
ie fugitive beyond the frontiers. Then Britain was supreme. 
Lessons of the liutiny 

| Britain was to continue for many years more to rule 
the great empire so hardly won and dearly held, but the Honor- 
able Company was through. irom now on, it must be the british 
government itself that was to control affairs in the East. The 
—enowalous situation by which a trading company ruled an empire 
ten times as large in area and in population as Great Britain 
itself must not go on. At last the British government was for- 


ced to believe that what Robert Clive had said almost exactly a 


century before was true, end to follow the advice that he had 
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| given at that time. "So large a sovereignty may be an object 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


too extensive for a mercantile company; and it is to be feared 
that they are not of themselves able, without the nation's as- 
sistance, to maintain so wide a dominion.......l.......submit 
it to your consideration whether.....the design....be worthy of 


the Government's taking it in hand," * 


Creation of the Empire of India 


Government of Even before the Mutiny was over, the 
India Bill #1 aroused british Parliament had begun to dis- 


cuss the matter of assuming the government 
of India completely. The administration had long since ceased 
to be under the Company as it had been in the days of Warren 
Hastings; a board of Directors, nominated partly by the stock- 
holders and partly by the Crown did sit in Leadenhall Street in 


the old East India House to give general directions for the 


government of India, but the parliamentary toard of Control had 


the right of reviewing and revising the decisions of the Comn- 
pany; the Crown had the right to appoint the governor-general 
end the Company had the right to recall him. Certainly this 


double system of government had nothing to justify its continued 


existence. So, early in 1858, Lord Palmerston introduced before 


a committee of the whole (the House of Commons in secret session) 


a proposal of the cabinet that the authority of the Company be 


trensferred formally end absolutely to the Crown. Before this 


* Robert Clive's letter to Pitt, January 7,1759, quoted by 


| Malcolm - LIFE OF LORD CLIVE, Page 122. 
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proposal, rewritten in the form of a bill, could be passed his 


ministry was defeated so the bill died then and there, 


Government of When Lord Derby succeeded Palmerstom, he 
India Bill #2 brought a bill for the better government of 


India before the House of Commons at once, 
India Bill #2, but its provisions were so absurd that they have 
been a bad example of legislative stupidity ever since, Need- 
less to say, the bill had no support from the House or the 
Country and was withdrawn before it reached its second reading. 


To avoid the defeat of the new ministry, 


Government of Russell proposed that the Commons should draw 
India Bill #3 up a series of resolutions pertaining to the 


government of India on which the majority 


could agree, then a bill, based on these resolutions, was pre- 


“gented before them as India Bill #3 and passed August 3,1858, * 


By its terms the British government assumed complete responsibi- 


lity for the administration of India; the sovereignty of the 


Queen was to be represented in the cabinet by a Secretary of 


‘State for India, assisted by a Council of fifteen, seven nominated 


by the directors of the Company from their own body, eight by 


the Crown; vacancies were to be filled alternately by Crown and 


Council (later this was amended so that all vacancies were filled 


by the Crown); the title of governor-general was raised to that 


of vice-roy; appointments to civil service, engineers, end ar- 


* McCarthy - HISTORY OF OUR OWN TIMES, Vol.II, Page 110 
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‘tillery were to be through competitive examinations; the Indian 
navy was abolished; the Indian army was amalgamated with the 
army of Her Majesty. 

Novenmer 1, 1858 a durbar was held at Allahabad to 
proclaim to the people that Her Majesty, Queen Victoria, had 
assumed the government of India and promised to all men within 
her dominions justice and religious toleration. She granted 
amnesty to all mutineers except those guilty of murder, and was 
graciously pleased to appoint to represent her person in India 
a Viceroy. Cheers from the assembled crowés greeted the announce- 
ment. So passed the military and political functions of the 
Honorable Company as its trading function had already passed. 

In 1877, to gratify the pride of her Indian subjects, 
Queen Victoria assumed the title Kaisar-i-Hind, that is impress 
of India. It was a gesture most pleasing to the oriental love 
of pomp and dignity. 

The Fate of the Honorable Company 

With the passing of its political end military powers 
the Company existed only to receive payments on its capital and 
to distribute dividends on its stock, those dividends of 10 
guineas on each 100 of stock that were guaranteed by the govern- 
ment in 1833. The old East India House in Leadenhall Street 
was sold with all its furnishings in 1861, and torn down the 
next year. Finally on the 15th of liay, 1873, the Directors 
passed a resolution to dissolve the Company altogether as from 
June 1, 1874. | 

Needless to say, a world that had seen the Sast In- 


dia Company for two and a half centuries creating and ruling an 
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empire, did not see it pass out of India and out of existence — 
| without some regrets and misgivings. These are well summed up 

| by John Stuart Mill in his "Essay on Representative Government”. 
> "It has been the destiny of the government of the Hast India 
Company to suggest the true theory of the government of a 
semi-barbarous country by a civilized country, and after having 
done this, to perish. It would be a singular fortune if, at 
the end of two or three more generations, this speculative 
result should be the only remaining fruit of our ascendency 
in India; if posterity should say of us, that having stumbled 
accidentally upon better arrangements than our wisdom would 
ever have devised, the first use we made of our awakened 
reason was to destroy them, end allow the good which had been 
in the course of being realized to fall through and be lost, 


from ignorance of the principles on which it depended.” * 


Summary of the Achievements of the Company 


In its two and a half centuries of existence, the 
british Hast India Company rose from being merely the private 
venture of a few enterprising merchants to a gigantic corpora- 
tion of immense political power, with its own governors, amy, 
end navy. from being a small trading concern with a struggling 
commerce among the East Indian Islands, it extended its trade, 


and by so doing that of al] inglishmen, to India, Japan, and 


) * John Stuaft Mill - ESSAY ON REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT, Page 364, 


Note - it is just sixty-one years since the Hast India VUom- 
pany Directors voted to dissolve; is this the end of the two 
or three generations when all that is to remain of the empire 
puilt by the Company will be speculative theory of government? 
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China. From holding a few factories in the East in scattered 


places, it progressed until it had created a british empire in 


India. The factors who went out in those first East Indiamen 


| sowed the seeds who harvest (of good and i11) England has been 


reaping even to this present day. And through its life, the 


british government, whenever it was in need, saueezed money 


from the Uompany treasury, impressed its men, and borrowed its 
ships to protect home shores, 


"With all its failings, tne East India Company still 


' remains in history as the most amazingly powerful trading con- 


_e@erm which the world has ever seen. Like many other big propo- 
sitions, it began in a small way, but it acquired for us that 


vast continent which is the envy of all the great powers of the 


_world today." * 


* Chatterton - THE OLD EAST INDIAMEN, Page 1. 
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THE BRITISH EAST INDIA COMPANY 


A Comprehensive Summary. 


Far down the dim corridor of the years, the Sritish 
East India Company had its inception in the mercantile theory 
and in the custom of establishing associations among traders 
in order that they might do business with greater profit and 
safety. 

Portugal and Holland preceded Ingland in the East 
India trade, but with the growing sense of national pride and 
enterprise in the days of Good Queen Bess, the traders and 
adventurers of the country could no longer bear to see them- 
selves barred from the profits and excitement of this com- 
merce by nations whom they considered their inferiors, so a 
group of London gentlemen and merchants secured a charter of 
incorporation as "The Governors and Company of the Merchants 
Trading unto the East Indies." 

For the first century, the Company struggled to gain 
and maintain a most precarious hold on the island trade, 
hampered at every turn by its rivals, the Dutch. When that 
failed, it reluctantly transferred its activity and interest 
to the mainland of India. Here a few scattered factories were 
established and then one bit of land, Madras, passed into its 
actual possession. This was the little acorn from which the 
great oak grew. 

No less dangerous to the growth and prosperity of 


the Company than the opposition of the Dutch was the activity 


186 


of free traders, called "interlopers", who stole the Company's 


trade and embroiled it with native rulers who blamed the more 


or less respectable John Company for the various misdeeds of 


SS 


“these other Inglishmen, 

At home the opposition was no less bitter than was 
that in the Hast. Political and commercial enemies and rivals 
did all that they could to discredit it and to take away its 
trade monopoly. Eventually this opposition led to the charter- 


ing of a "New Company" which was intended to supersede the "Old 


Company", but which, instead, amalgamated with it. ‘This wnion 
of the two gave new rights and privileges, supported by act of 
Parliament instead of being dependent merely upon the whim of 
ss king; although, at that, it was cheaper to buy up royal 
support than it was to buy Parliament, as the Company found 


when every renewal of its charter had to be secured at the cost 
of a "loan" to the state. 


The 18th century marked the decline of the Dutch 


power and the rise of the rivalry between England and France. 


The period from 1748 to 1765 is essentially the era of Clive. 


In it he destroyed French influence in India and established the 
British supremacy on the east coast from Calcutta to Madras, 

and transformed the Company from a trading association to a 
govereign power by assuming the government of bengal for the 

) British East India Company. This led, in time, to the substi- 


| tution of a British for a Mogul overlord. 


The political powers of the Company and the consti- 


tution of Indian government were derived from Lord North's 


Lov 
| 


Board of Control in London and strengthened the supremacy of 


Bengal over the other presidencies, The renewal of the charter 


a ee 


in 1813 abolished the monopoly rights in the Indian trade and 
forced the Company to turn the lion's share of its attention 

to the better government of the people of India. An act of 
1833 finally did away with the trade entirely and left it 
only political and military functions. 
During the nineteenth century, the territory included 


in Anglo-India was gradually increased, in spite of Maratha 


opposition, both by governors-general who believed in expansion 


end by those who did not, wntil it included the greater part 


of India proper and most of western or Lower Burma, 
This century saw the establishment of western edu- 


cation in India, the building of railway and telegraph lines, 


the institution of a postal system, suppression of banditry and 


of thuggee, and numerous other reforms. It also saw the aboli- 


tion of practices sacred to the native, evil as they might appear 


to the westerm mind - such practices as suttee and female infan- 


ticide and perpetual widowhood with its consequent practical 


enslavement of the widow. 


In 1857-58 came the Sepoy Mutiny, which threatened 


the very existence of british dominion in India, Although it 


was guelled, the Mutiny sealed the fate of the ‘ritish East 


India Company after a life of more than two hundred and fifty 


years. tefore it was over, the administration of the government 


of India was transfered to the Crown from the Company, and India 
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became a british dominion, to be raised later to the status of 
Empire when, in 1877, Queen Victoria was made Empress of India. 
Three years before this event, John Company which no 
longer had any reason for continuing, since all of its functions, 
trading, political, and military, has been taken away, passed 
quietly out of existence, its death scarcely noted by a world 
which had once hated, envied, or admired it. but the empire 
which it created still stands although - a hundred years from 
Plassey to the Mutiny, a hundred years from the hiutiny to, 
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The Lord Baltimore Press 

Baltimore 1905 

Original printed 1690. 

Read in full, excellént light on econo- 
mic theory. The son of Praise God Bare- 
bones is very modern in many of his 


ideas of trade. 


Bourne, Henry R.F. --- Romance of Trade. 


Cassell , Petter, and Galpin 
London undated 


Cursory reading only. 


BOSworTH- SMITH, REGINALD ~ LIFE OF LORD LAWRENCE 


SMITH, ELDER ¥ co. 
LONDON IS F3 


READ Fury 
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Bowley, Arthur L.---- Short Aecommt of imglend's Foreign 
Trade in the Nineteenth Century. 
Swan, Sonnenschein & Co. 
London 1893 
Not much good. 

Bruce, John ---*Annals of the East India Company from L600 
to the Union of the London and English 
Companies in 1707-8 
Printed by A.J.Valpey 
London 1810 
Spent hours browsing through these old 
records. 

bruce,John---*Substance of a Speech by John bruve, Keeper of 
the State Papers Office given tefore 
the House of Commons. 
In Pamphleteer 
Printed by A.J.Valpey 
Tooke's Court, Uhancery Lane 
London 1813 
vol. Il. 
Read in full. 

bryce, James ---The Roman Empire and the british Empire in 
India. 
Studies in History and Jurisprudence. 
MacMillan and Co. 
London 1912 


Read in full, as I always do read bryce, 
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Burke, Edmund--*Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Nis- 


demeanors against Warren Hastings, ‘so. 
nd edition 
Printed for J. Debrett, opposite 


Burlington House, Piccadilly. 


London MDCCLEXXVI | 


Read fully, the official charges against 


Warren Hastings. 


burke, Edmund ---*Trial of Warren Hastings. 
Bohn 
London 1854 


The opposition side of the case, and the 
one best known, 
burke, Edmund ---*Works and Correspondence, 
Rivington 
London 1852 
Vol, Iil 
Read for burke's speech on #ox's East 
India 3i11 only. 
Caldecott, Alfred --- English Colonization and Empire. 
Charles Sceribners Sons 
New York 1891 
Used to check my maps to see that they 


were correct. 
Calcutta Gazette---*see under Karr 
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Cambden, William Eso.,Claréncieux King at Arms; newly done 
into English.---The History Of Queen 
HLlizabeth. 
Printed for R. Bonwicke, Tim. Goodwin, 
John Walthoe, J.Wox%ton, Sam. Manshinp, 
R. Wilkin, benj. Tooke, D. Midwinter, 
R. Smith, Ja. Tonson, f. Ward, William end 
John Innys. 
London RL 
Excellent for background of the times 
although not much that is directly 
useful. 
Cembridge History of India. 
Vol. V. 
Yok. ¥ 
The University Press 
Cambridge 1922 
Used as suggested to check material 
found elsewhere. 
Campbell, Sir George ---*iemoirs of my Indian Career. 
MacMillan send Co, 
London 1893 
Read in full, interesting . 
Chatterton, Edward Keble--- the 0,d East Indiamen. 
{T. WERNER Laurie, Ltd. 
London undated 
Read in full, very interesting, gives a 


phase of the story rarely told. 
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| 
Child, Sir Josiah---*A Hew Discourse on Trade. | 
Printed and sold by T. Sowle, next em 
to the lleeting-house in White-Hart-Cour 
in Gracious Street, and at the bible in 
Leaden-hall-street, near the llarket. 
London 1698 
Read in full. 
Child, Sir Josiah ---*Treatise on the East India Tradé . 
By PlAoTas OLS 
( Supposed to be Child, hence so listed 
Printed for Robert Boulter at the Turk! 
Head by T.Jd. 1681 
Read in full, an excellent presentation 
of the case for the Company. 
Chirol, Sir Valentine--- India 
Charles Scribner's Sons 
New York 1926 
Read those parts thet deal with the 
Company fully. 
Chirol, Sir Valentine --- The Occident snd the Orient 
University of Chigago Press 
Chicago 1924 


Essay on the British experiment in Indi 


read in full. | 
Colvin, Sir Auckland--- John Russell Colvin, Last Lieutenant 
Governor under the Company. 
Clarendon Press 
Oxford 1895 


Read in full, very good. 
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Cunningham, William --- Growth of imglish Industry and Com- 

merce. 

Part I - Mercantile System 

Part II - Laissez Faire 

The University Press 

Cambridge 1896 

Not all deals with this subject, but pants 
that apply are very good. | 

D'Avenant,Charles ---* Politival and Commercial Writings 
Knapton 
London 1699 
Read in full as I like these old-time 
economic discussions. 

Dow, Alexander, Lieutenent-Colonel in the Company's Service 
History of Hindustan, translated from 
the Persian of Ferischtah. 

First published 1772. 
A. Wilson, Wild Court 
London 1803 

New Edition 
Read fully in Vol. II. 

Dutt, Romesh Chunder --- The Civilization of India 
JM.Dent and Sons 
London 1900 
Read substantially 

Dutt, Romesh Chunder--- Economic History of British India. 
Kegen Baul, Trench, Trubner and Co. 
London 1902 
Read substantially 


| m0 bre oxtesbat so bigad or 


etxeq tud ,tootdia etdt dtiw efse ob ff2 tot 


oe 


7 . ~ 


mote ye oltinastel - I dust 


ettet seeatad - IT txst a 


perk vtlistevial ot . A 5 
aeer enSicdmd) - <* 


hoon yrov eta gicge Tent 
eanitixW Letotemmo0 Sis faytstiot *--- asftedd, diterey 
sotcent . 
eeal noidol 
| omté-bfo overt exXtf I os fiut af Beoft 
. etoteswoeldh ofmonmoos 
soktvte® e'yneqmod edt at Lenofol-taenetvetd + AEA, 


“ 


mort betslemett ,asterbuii to yrotelt a 


~SNNEL bodetidcg terri 
txvod BLEW ,moe trv .A 
\ eos ro bsol 
| mott ESE welt - 
oil .foV¥ mt yiivt bee oF: 

etbel to mottastitvtd ent --- so Sreardd mised 
amo® Sie trol. M.t na 

ooer rohbnol | ‘! ; 
| vlistinstedse Saeh ) ) . 
/ ,ptbal dettted to ytote th otwonos® ---tebari0 deem 
| 409 Dry conta? ,domor? ,fee@ mepel 
S00  mohmod 
| pinata i 


bred ‘¢< 


B- VIII 


Dutt, Romesh Chunder --- Imglend and India 


Eden, Charles H. --- 


Edmundson,George --- 


Eldridge, Frank Reed 


Chatto and Windus 

London 1897 

Read in full 

India 

Mercus Ward and Co. 

67 & 68 Chandos Street and Royal Ulster 
Works. 

London and belfast 1876 

Chapters 16 to £0 read in full. 
Anglo-Dutch Rivelry During the First 
Half of the Seventeenth Century. 

The Clarendon Press 

Oxford 1911 

Much deals with fisheries and Spitzberg 
rivalry, but what there is on the east- 
ern is good. 

» dr, --- Trading with Asia. 


D. Appletom & Co. 


New York 1921 


Chapters IX and XIV 


Elphinstone ,Montstuart ---*?- History of India. 


E.BeCovell 


London 1874 


Those chapters in which he speaks of 
India in the years when he was helping m 
its history are primary, others not. 
Read substantially. 
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Elphinstone, liontstuart--- Rise of British Power in the East. 
John Murrey 
London 1874 
Read substantially, the two books by t 


seme author give some duplication, ‘ag 
it is worth while to use both. 
Evelyn,John ---* Diary. 
ibe. 


M. Walter Dumne, Publisher 
‘Washington and London undated. 
Read fully and often, but not in con- 
nection with this paper. Listed here 
because I have quoted one off his entr 
Ferischtah, \\.C. ~-- History of Hindustan. 
Translated from the Persian by Alexan 
der Dow. Persian title not given, 
probably because Persian characters 
cannot be repro@uced in inglish type. 
First published in imglish 1772. 
New Edition 
A.Wilson, Wild Court, 
London 1803. 
Vol. II read rather fully. 
Forrest, GW. - Warren Hastings. 
Government of India Record Office 
Office of the Superintendent of Gov't 
Printing. . Calcutta LEO2. 
Read fully. 
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Foster, W.--- The Imglish Factories in India. 9 Vol. 
The Clarendon Press 
Oxford 1915 
Used to check other books, much documentation. 
Frazer, RW. --- British India 
G.P.Putnam's Sons 
New York 1897 
Read substantially, pretty well duplicated 
material found elsewhere, yet some excellent 
materkal not printed in the other books. 
Gleig, George Robert --- Memoirs of the Life of the Right 
Honorable Warren Hastings. 
Bently 
London 1841 
Read rather completely as an interesting 
contradiction to burke's view. 
Grier, Sydney C. --- Letters of Warren Hastings ti his Wife. 
Blackwood 
London and Edinburgh L905, 
Really much more than the title would imply. 
Hallam,Henry ---The Constitutional History of Ingland from 
the Accession of Henry VII to the Death 
of George II. Vol. III 
Wells and Lilly , Court Street 
Boston 1829 
from the second London Edition. 
I Kave had to study the London edition of 
this. 
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Hastings, Warren ---* Minutes of what was offered by Warren 
Hastings,Eso. at the bar of the House 
of Commons. ®nd edition. 


Printed for J. Debrett, opposite 


Burlington House, Piccadilly. 

London MDCCLXXXVI 

Read fully, to get his own story. 
Hedges, Sir William ---*The Diary of William Hedges, Esa. d 

ing his Regency in bengal, 1681-1687 

Printed for the Hakluyt Society 

London 1887-1889 

Read fully, although very detailed, 

bécause the account is so human. 
Herbert, Edward Lord of Cherbury--- Life and Reign of King 

Henry the Highth. 

Printed by Andr,. Clark for F, Martyn, 

S. Mearne, and H. Herringman, and are 

to be sold in St. Paul's Church-yard, 

Little Britain and the New-Exchange 

London MDCLXXII 


Excellent for background. 


Hodson, W.R.S.---*Twelve Years of a Soldier's Life in India. 
Ticknor and fields 
Boston MDCCCLX 
Read fully, the story told by the man 
who killed the heirs of the Mogul 


Emperor. 
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Hunter, Sir W.W. --- A History of British India. 
Lodge History of Nations Series. vol.S. 
P.F.Collier 
New York 1928 
First published 1881 
Read fully, about the best short histo 
and readeble. 

Hunter, Sir W.W. --- Marquess of Valhousie 
The Clarendon Press 
Oxford 1890 
Read fully, very good. 

Hutton, Rev. W.H. --- The Marauess Wellesley, K.G. 
Clarendon Press 
Oxford 1893 
Read fully, good. 

Ilbert, Sir Courtenay Peregrine--- The Government of India. 
The Clarendon Press 
Oxford 1898 , also 1922 
Best place for summaries of provisions 

* of various charters. Has reprints of 

1600 charter and some others as an 
appendix. 

Jones, Miss M.E.Moneton - Warren Hastings in 5engal. 
Clarendon Press 
Oxford 1918. 


Interesting and fair. 
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be- XIII 
Kahn,Shefaat Ahmed --- The East India Trade in the Seven- 
teenth Century. 
Humphrey iiilford 
Oxford University Press 
Londen 1923 | 
Read substantially. 
Karr, W.S.S.--- Charles Cornwallis. 
The Clarendon Press 
Oxford 1890 
Read fully. 
Karr, W.S.S. ---*Selections from the Calcutta Gazettes 
1789-1797. 
Published under the sanction of the 
Government of India. 
O.T.Cutter, Military Orphen Press. 
Calcutta 1865 
A collection of reprints of the issues of 
the Calcutta Gazette, read very fully. 
LanesPoole, Stanley --- Aurangzib, a History of European 
| Settlements 1500-1765 
The Clarendon Press 
Oxford 1893 
Read fully. 
Lawson, Sir Charles --- The Private Life of Warrentastings 
Swen, Sonnenschein and Co. 
London 1895 
Read substantially. 
S. 
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Lee-Warner, Sir William--- The Native States of India. 
International Quarterly 
burlington, Vt. September 1902. 
Read in full. 
Lyall, Sir Alfred ---Rise and Expansion of british Dominion 
in India. 
Charles Scribner's Sons 
New York 1893 
Read substantially. 
Lyall, Sir Alfred--- Warren Hastings. 
Macmillan and Co. 
London 1889 
Read in full. 
Macaulay, Thomas Babington--- History of Ingland. 
Phillips, Samson & Co, 
Boston 1858 
Only those parts dealing with Indie read 
at this time although the whole book is 
familiar ground. 
MacFarlane, Charles --- History of british India . 
G. Routledge & Co. Farringdon Street 
London 1858 
Read substantially. 
Malcolm, Sir John--- Life of Robert, Lord Clive. ilemoirs. 
John Murray, Albemarle Street 
London 1836 
Read fully, ean especially good biograp 
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Malleson, Colonel G.B.--- Dupleix 
The Clarendon Press 
Oxford 1890 
Read fully. 
Malleson, Colonel G.B. --- *The Indian Mutiny. 
Seeley & Co. 
London 1891 
Read fully, a soldier's story of the 
Mutiny. 
Malleson, Colonel G.B.--- Life of the Marcuess Wellesley, K.G 
WeHeAllen & Co. 15 Waterloo Place 
Pall Mall , 5.W. 
London 1889, 
Read fully. 
Malynes,Gerard ---*The Canker of England's Commonwealth. 
Publisher's name gone. 
Sold by Thomas Clark at the South- 
entrance of the Royal ieciifure. 
eoeee0N 1601 
The book was very hard to read because 
it was in such poor condition on ac- 
count of old age, but it was interesting 
as background, 
Markhan,Sir Clements Robert ---* The Voyages of dir James 
Lancaster. 
Hakluyt Society 
London 1877 
Edited 1877,actually contemporary 
account. Read in Pull. 
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Maxwell, Sir Herbert--- A Century of Empire. 
ARNotDdD 


LONDON 19°09 


Read as far as accounts of empire in 


India are given,not the rest of it. 
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B- XVI 
MeCarthy, Justin --- History of our own Pimes . 
Belford, Clarke & Co. 
Chicago and New York 1887 
Chapters on India only. 
Mill, James --- History of british India. 8 Vol. 
James Madden, 8 Leadenhall Street 
London, MDCCCLVIII 
It is necessary in studying the histo 
of the Company to refer constantly to 
this work . 
Mill, John Stuart---* Considerations of Representative 
Government. Setter known as "Essay on 
Representative Government", 
Harper Brothers, Publishers 
Franklin Square 
New York 1862, 
I have studied this essay before so I 
knew it ended with a paragraph I wante 
to auote. That one Paragraph was all I 
read this time. 
Minto,Nina Countess of --- Life and Letters of Sir Gilbert 
Elliot, First Earl of Minto. 
Longmens, Green Co. 
London 1874 
Not as good as the other biographies I 
used, or perhaps I did not like the 


man as well . 
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b&b - XVII 
Muir, Ramsey --- Making of sbritish India. 
University Press 
MNenchester vie 
Would have been of more use if I had not 
already read so much by other writers. 

Mun, Thomas ---*England's Treasure by her Forraign Trade . 
Printed by J.G. for Thomas Clark, end are t 
be sold at his Shop at the South tmtrance o 
the Royal Exchange. 

London 1664 
Interesting, he agrees fairly well with 
barbon. 

fiurray,Hugh--- Historical and Vescriptive Account of british 
India. 

G. and J. Harper, 82 Cliff Street 
London 1832 
Read rather fully. 

Nolan,Dr. E.H. --- History of Sritish Empire in India and 
the East. 

James S. Virtue, City Road end Ivy Lene 
London undated 
Cursory reading. 

Oriental Navigator ---* New Directions for Sailing to and 
from the Hast Indies, China, end New Hol- 
land. 

Library closed while 1 was reading this, 

before I could get it again withdrawn fro 
circulation for repairs if possible. Vid 

not get name of publisher nor date,but it 
was early 17th céntury. Card catalogue 


does not give information wantéd.5ook 
was good. 
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B - XVIII 
Palgrave, RH.1l.---Victionary of Political Economy. 3 vol. 
Macmillan Uo. 
London 1894-1899 
Article on “Interlopers” only. 
Pamphleteer---* Printed by A.J.Valpey 
Tooke's Court, Chancery Lane 
London 1813 
Vol. Il. #6.Report of the Committee of 
Correspondence of the Hast Indi 
Company, on the Claims of the 


Outports. 
##. Hints of the present state of 


the Question....relative to th 
Renewal of the Hast Indias Vom- 
peny's Charter. 
#8. Remarks on the Hvidence....on 
HeiehO' a. Affairs. 
Pepys, Samuel---* Diary and Uorrespondence 
Bigelow, brown & Co.,Ince 
New York undated 
Read thoroughly and often, but listed here 
simply because I have quoted from it several 
times. 
Roberts, #rederick Sleigh ---* Forty-one Fears in India. 
Longmans, Green & Co, 
New York 1900 


Cursory reading although it was interesting. 
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B - XIX 
Robinson, F.P? --- The Trade of the Zast Indis Company from 
1709-1813. 
The University Press 
Cambridge 1912 
Largely statistical, useful but not 
interesting. 
Seeley, JR. --- ixpansion of ingland. 
Roberts brothers 
Soston 1883 
Read only in parts, most of it not con- 
cerned with India. 
Smith, George --- ‘twelve Indian Statesmen. 
John Murray, Albemarle Street 
London 1897 
Read for those men not covered better in 
Rulers Of India Series. 
Smith, Vincent A.--- The Oxford History of India 
Second edition 
Clarendon Press 
Oxford 1923 
Rather good, although not as well writte 
aS some. 
Stevens, Henry of Vermont ---* The Dawn of British Trade to 
the East Indies as recorded in the Court 
Minutes of the East India Company,1599- 
1663. 
Henry Stevens and Son 
115 St, Martin's Lane 
London MDCCCLXXXVI 
Read thoroughly. 
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b-XX 


Temple, Sir Richard --- Lord Lawrence 
MacMillan Co. 
New York 1889 
Read fully 
Thurloe, John, Esq. ---* A Collection of State Papers from 
1638 to the Restoration of King Charles I 
Printed for the Executor of the late Mr. 
Fletcher Gyles, Thomas Woodward, at the 
Half-Moon, between the Temple-Gates in 
Fleet Street, and Charles Davis, in Pate 
noster Row. 
London MDCCXLII 
Read here and there where there was 
mention of the eastern trade. 
Tilby, AW. --- The English People Overseas. 
Houghton Mifflin Co. 
Boston 1912 
Most of it not concermmed with India. 
Trotter, B.J. --- Warren Hastings 


The Clarendon Press 


Oxford 1890 
Read fully. 
Usher, Abbott Payson --- Introduction to the Industrial 


History of England. 
Houghton Mifflin Co. 
Boston 1920 


Have studied it as a text-book. 
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B- XXI 


Williamson, J.A. --- Short History of British Expansion 
Macmillan and Co. Ltd. 
New York 1931 
Second Hdition. 
I read this carefully because it was 
suggested , but the author depends so 
much on Hunter as the source of his 
material that it seems like little 
more than a rewiew. 

Yeats, John --- The Golden Gates of Trade. 
George Philip and son 
32 Fleet Stree E.C. 
Londen undated 


No good but the title. 
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